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PREFACE

Though the Amish have been in America since the early
- gighteenth century, the history of tha_Amish Church in
this country remains largely unwritten. The Amish people
do not belleve in higher education, and consequently they
have produced 1ititle in the way of literature except fam-
i1ly histories.

If the story of the Amish Church in America is ever
written, 1t will need to be done by someone who is famil-
iar with the Amish and yet at home in academic circles.
The material for such an over-zll history of the Amish
Church in the United States would have to be laboriously
gathe;ed from state and. county historlies, old letters, a
few rare church documents and from the memories of older
people. A unique chapter in Admerican church history‘waits
upon the person who will undertake the exacting task of
writing it. | |

The material for this history of the 4mish in Somerset
County, Pemmsylvania, has been found in many-and devious

places. It is here presented as & connected story for the

first time.
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CHAPTER I
THE EUROPEAN BACKCROUND
A. Early leaders, Their Faith and Fate -

To those unfamilisr with the long sweep of;Amish history
the appearance of these strangely clad, unlettered folk in
'the very midst of our sophlsticated American culture, is
an insolvable enigma. Any attempt to understand or inter-
- pret the American Amish ends in misunderstanding and In
. pisinterpretation, if it does not begin with the story of
théir European orlgin, |

The Amish of the United States and Canada are, like
the Mennonites, the spiritual descendants of the Anabaptist
Movement, which began in Switzerland as early s 1523.
There were several Anabaptist or Mennonite formulatlons
of the Faith, the one io which the Amish still adhere hav-
ing been written at Dort, Holland, in 1632, This is known
among the Amish and Hennonitaaaof the present day.;s the
Dortrecht Confession. No attempt is here made to cover
every aspect of faith and conduct with whie¢h that con-
fession'deais. It is, however, not erronecous to say that
the following six points are the mein and distinctive

features of Ansbaptism,




| 1. A geparated church fo consist only of those who
_:nréfmatura enough to come to some intellectual grasp of the
truth proclzimed in the Christien messége;‘and=who unite
with the church because they have been personally per-
_f{:suaded of the truth of that proclamation, t.e,, salvation
» _.through faith in Jesus Christ.
| 2. ©Eilnce jnfants can have no intallectual grasp of
5  tho Christian message, it follows that they ought not be
baptized into the church as infants.,
3. Only the baptized belieyer was sllowed to become
' & mewber of the church, which meant that the church was a
- purely voluntary society made up of those who were united
by their common faith in Christ, This logicslly implied
the complete separation of Church and State, 2nd the renun=-
.ciéticn of violencé and bloodshed as a means of winning'
converts te the Christian Community. _ X
4, The Lord's Supper was entirely divorced from any
| resemblance to the Roman Catholic ¥ass by the declaration
'that 1t was a memoriel meal only, nothing more and nothing
_lgss. | '
5. The Holy Scriptures are the only rule of faith and
life. S
6. From the very first, Anabaptist leaders insisted
that church members should lesd an exemplary life, and that
those who 4id not should be subject to disecipline as outlined




£ ﬁhe eighteenth chapter of ‘Matthew. |

%ag;zt was through a difference of opinion on how rigldly
u;“"' sembers should be dealt with that most of the in-

] ornal difficulties in the Amabsptist Movement arose during
II"F?%ﬁéiéariy'years, as can be seen by later developments,
Lﬁ_'%ﬁ@gquestion as to what extent an excommunicated member of
"ff;%ﬁgaghurch mey have sociasl contact, eﬁen with a marriage

is a major cause of division among the Amish of

' ‘america to this day.
<L When it is recalled that these reforms relative to

ji;ﬁﬁhe'separation of Church and State were advocated in Swit-
f;; zerland as early as 1523, it 4s not difficult to understand
" %y those who made the proposals were greeted on all sides
‘with sccusations of heresy. This was nearly a quarter of
_  “'a century before The Religious Peace of Augsburg, which
B eave to the world the famons dictum, “Cuius regio elus re-
ﬂ-iﬁiiigib“. The era of religlous toleration had not yet dawned.
-Before it could do so the Anabaptists in Switzerland ard sll
..over Europe had_tb endure a night of horrible persecutlion,
" The first among the leaders of the Swiss Brethren, as the
Anabaptists were known in Switzerland, were well trained
University men. Conrad Grebel and Felix Nanz, who were among
the many who later suffered persecution at the hands of the
state churches, had Ulrich Zwingli's promise that he would

§ -  recommend them respectlvely for the chairs of Greek and
-Hebrew In t&e new theologlcsl school that was belng plagned

";‘iitfor Zurich.

' T, “Horsch, John, The Mennonites Tn Furope, (Scottdale,
~ Pennsylvania, 1 42) , p. 31. oo ,




4 s¢ at that time still nominsl Roman Catholies,

"§t 1s probable that by this time a1l three men

re ‘doubts concerning that mighty institution of
times. "Conrad Grebel was converted to the Ana-
‘Fiewpoint under the preaching of Zwingll early in
M2' we do not know when Manz was won to the company
QSﬁétﬁren. %We know that he was born about 1490 in
grid that he was educated in the higher schools,
tings show that he had a good working knowledge

# Istin and Greek snd that he had made a specialty
pevStudy of Hebrew, |

ther early leaders of the movement were George Blau-

a former cleric from Chur, who joined the movement

13, 1522. He was banighed from Basel in 1522 for
¢ a sermon egainst infant baptism. In sddition to

]

*Grebel, who had been converted under Zwingli's preach-

P

2. Ibid. p. 19
3.7 Smitﬁ, C. Henry, The Story of the Mennonites, (Berne,
1311&’ 1941), P- 1-18.
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zmingli preached against the celebrstion of the Roman Cath-
Is&ﬂjc Mass snd against the custom of clerical support through
ausystem of involuntary tithes. But soon it became apparent .
_}-$o Grebel and others that Zwingll talked much about reform
o while he did little. They then became impatient and went
__. their own way. Had Zwingli abided by his declsion of Jan-
;f;;gry,|1523, nthat in matters concerning divine wisdom and
1{ ;rﬁth“ he could, “éccept no one as witness and judge ex-
.eept the 1iving Scriptures. and the spirit of God which
,sPBaks out of the Scriptures“ , Grebel, Manz and Blaurock
" would undoubtedly have remained by his side. Unfortunately
#wing11 d1d not abide by this decislon, for in October of
.i523.he decided to sllow the civil council to determine
' . the speed and extent of religious reform in Zurich. Grebel "
i 1§ou1d not abide by this decision, and after several disputes
!jf he end his companions were forbidden to preach against the
;;practice of infant baptism by the city council. They msy,
'Q.no doubt be rightfully accused of being impatient and
't over1y zealous, but as Bender says,
'.fThe decision of Conred Grebel to refuse to accept the Juris=-
dietion of the Zurich Council over the Zurich Church 1s one
4 .. of the high moments of history, for however obscure it was,
-1t marked the beginning of the modern "free church" movement.
It was an historlical sction which,in effect, demanded the

f ' Separation of chur¢h and state, though certainly without
§ censcilous awareness of its far-reaching implications. By it

d - 4, Bender Harold 5., Conrad Grebel 1498-1526, Founder
'“ngf the Swiss Bréthren (Scét tdele, Pennsylvania,. 19;05, P.9
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sobel and the Swiss Brethren who gathered around him in

_ e ensuing years planted the seed out of which has come,

¥ 7 rough the influence of the Anabaptists in Holland and

8§ Eoglend, the modern Protestant commitment of freedom of

B iconsclence, freedom of religlon, voluntarg church member-
Jenip, and sepsration of church and state.

Some few days after the baptism disputation of Jamu-

L '1“"

"gy 17, 1525, two mendates were issued by the city counecil

LYY

=)

e
i

I'fgiﬁich compelled Grebel and his coﬁpanions either to obey
;:}lsr defy the civil_yuthority. Parents who had refused to
3 ébé#ﬁite their children were given eight days to comply,
fand'failure to do so meant banishment for the entire family.
_Tha,Brethren, Reublin, Castelberger end Hatzer, who were not
" citizens of Zurich, were commanded to leave the city within
I” g1ght days and all further disputations were forhidden.6
o If the council wanted to see what would happen as a
:”result of thelr last move, they had not long to wait., It
was "probably on the night of Vanuary 21, 1525;“7 8t a meet=
§  ing held for Bible study and prayer that Grebel baptized
.;L$1aurock uﬁon the latter's request, and then Blaurock bap-
| “tized a number of others present. This was the firstHOpen
:_;Fbreak with the organized state churches of the day. The
;:movement now spresd rapidly throughout Switzerland and cen-
_.-tral Eu:ope, but it was soon to meet with the fiercest of
_:Opposition. The methodé of the Spanish Inquisition were not

T, ibid, p. 99-100.
2 foid’ p. 132-135.
7. Swith, op,cit., p. 18,
. r-



" any pore cruel. than were those employed by all of the state
_#ghurches in their attempts to liquidste this new heresy.
On Janusry 5, 1527, Felix Manz was drowned in Lake
‘ :Zurlch, and on the same day George Blaurock was stripped
‘gto the waist and whipped out of town as an slien, Hubmaier
wes burned at the stake in Vienna in the same year. Blsu-
. pock was executed at Innsbruck in 1529, and H¥tzer was be-
headed in Constance, while Grebel died in 1526, probably
from the effects of a long imprisonment in the tower of
 Zurich.
For a full century and more, not only in Switzerland, but
~all over south Germany, Austria and Moravis, up end down
' the Rhine and the upper Danube, wherever they were found,
. Anabaptists had to pay the supreme price for their falth.
They were left to rot 1n prison, broken on the rack, thrown

into rivers agd lakes, burned at the stake, beheade and
‘buried allve.

B. The Radical Anabaptists

This loss of intellectual leadership through persecu-
‘tion and death had fa}-reaching consequences for the new
movement. Once it was a sfrong missionary movement. Now
1t asked of the world only that 1t should be left alone.
Tts adherents, once the fiery trial of persecutlon was
1ifted, were a subdued group which was known for centuries

as “"Die Stillen IM Tande"., As Smithson seys, "The removal

8. ibid, p. 20.



"Saf these lesders allowed men of inferior pifts and outlook
féwa@assume control of the movement in certein quarters with
-éisastrous consequancas. 9 One of these dlsestrous conse~
*g&ances 1s known in Anabaptist history as the finsterite
_;&g@w&ment. Ve find the first faint echoes of this aberra- _
JIEAtSon'in the teachings of Thomas kntzer, who advocated that
:&he peasants should make war sgeinst the princes, These
lﬂirst faint echoes uere goon fanned into a mighty £lame by
" Melchoir Hoffmen, sn unlettered furrler, who had spent some
?;tima'with Iather st Wittenberg.

¢ .- Hoffman ceme to Strasburg in 1529 and attached him-
?ég.aalf to the Anabaptist movement in the same year that it

;~;: ;*55 outlawed throughout the emplre. Dosker describes Hoff-

i 3Q?ghﬁmnn as1

-_ga men of & nervous temperament with a vurning fmagination
“eeseeseswsB0OR 8t the very forefront of the throng of vis-
‘fonists, who imagined they saw in the clouds of the distant
“horizon, the plcture of their delliverance and glory. Christ
‘:was coming, the ¥illenium fast approeching, the days of

. thelp warfare were almost over. Oh, to be ready with the
uiamps trimmed end burning when the bridegroom came.!

. 3 This' fuprier, untaught by men, began now %o create
Zhe from the Soriptures and from his hypersensitive imagination,
i & eschatological struecturs which for a few years was to
cast.1ts shadows over all northern Europe. Strasburg was
£o be the "New Jerusalem®, descending from God out of heaveng
1 the. two witnesges were i8 appear, and of these two he was

v the first, even Elijah,

Dosker traces the wanderings of this men with the burn-

;ing spirit and the bemuddled brain from one end of Hollend

9. Smithson R, 7., The A Y5ts~-Thelr Contribu-
testant Herltae 5y, p. 113-114,
10, Dosker H. E., The Duteh Anabaptists, {chicago,

' _:9'18-1919), p. 49.




to the other, Wherever he went he preached, prophesiled,
_and beptized people by the thousands. Among his converts
ﬁas John Trypméker,'who sccompanied Hoffman on much of
'his journey through Holland. By 1533 Foffmen thought it
was time that he should return to Strasburg for the ex-
‘pected Eiileniun while Trypmsker remained in Holland to
' encoursge the saints there. Upon Hoffman's arrivel in
. Strashurg:he was apprehended and imprisoned for the re-
 meinder of his 1ife, |

Among those led estray by the fanaticism of Hoffmen
during his wanderings through Eéllanﬂ was a man by the
neme of Jan Matthys. After Hoffman's imprisonment Matthys
eclaimed to have received a revelation thet the city of
Minster, just scross the Dutch border, should be the New
Jerusalem rather than Stresburg as Hoffman had prophesied.
Thus began 8 veritable march on the city of Minster, mostly
by the Dutch Ansbaptists, headed by the errival.in the city
of Matthys himself in compeny with Jen ven Telden, another
of Hoffmen's converts. Several attempts by these radical |
Ansbaptists to take the city by storm were repulsed, but
by March 2, 1534, the city was completely under their con-
trol. - |

The Catholie Bishop had been driven from the clity, and
those who hsd not gone with him submitted to baptism in or-
der to escape with their 1ives. Fatthys immediately ordered

-
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511 food should be brought to 2 common storehouse,

s the divipely appdinted vEnoch® he shot the man who

‘hOn the first. dsy of April, 19534, the ousted Cathollic
_' p 1a1d siege to the city, which continued until the
'ier of 1534-1535. On the fourth dey of the slege the
A_.-appointed wEnoch",. Jan ¥etthys, in obedience to a
vine yevelation, stepped outslde the elty wslls to dis-

the attackers, but he was killled and his remains were

fturned to the ecity in s basket, Jan van Teiden, who had

companied Eatthys into the e¢ity, now proclaimed that he
King David and promptly.institutad-pplygamy by marrying

;he widow of his former chieftain. After several attempts

.-&t insurrection from within which were ruthlessly suppressed

'_byfthe now king, the city was finally starved into surrendey.

tortured and executed, while their
r of St. lawbert
11

ﬁ-'The 1enders were 2t once
1remains were hung in iron csges from the towe

.8 warning to other vgould-be" .revolutionaries.

C. The Peaceful Anabaptists

f the early leaders of the
ptized by Metthys,

- Obbe Phillps, who wes one O
Ansbaptist ¥ovement in Holland, hod been ba

-gkdisciple of the Tenatical Hoffman. In lster years this

11, 1bid, p. 47-94.

el RPN S S
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~trouhled him so much that he withdrew from the Anabaptisté,

jis prother, Dirk. Obbe had been trained as & physiclan
gand Dirk as a Franciscan monk. Neither Obbe nor his brother

d glven thelr consent or support to the wild schemes of

¥tn them for leadership. They openly renounced violence and

‘;yﬁptist" throughout Europe, sought 3 new name. The name
efﬁtheﬁ chose for themselves was "Doopsgezinde", while they
were known to outsiders as "Opbenites",

. It was not long before the lesdership of these peaceful
t;ﬁnabaptists passed into the hands of Menno Simons, a con-
.Iffgrted Roman Catholic priest.. Of Menno's early life and
;iéﬁraining ﬁe know-yery 1ittle. He himself tells us-#*in the
:;yéar 1524, being'then in my twenty-eighth year, I undertook
| the dutles of a priest in my father's village, called Pingjam,

12
- in Friesland". Menno tells us that two other priests were

AR - Simons, WMenno, The_Com Jete Works ol Menno Simons, -
translated by J. F Funk and Brother, ZElkhart Indisana, 13?1)

p. 3.
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as his junlor. Both hls partners had some knowledge
Scripturas, but Menno tells us he himself remained

ntiation., BHe says:
"often as I handled the bread and wine of the Mass, it
eurred to me that they were not the flesh and blood of
e Tord. I thought that it was the suggestion of the
””1_ 41, that he might lead me off from my faith. I con=-
fessed 1t often--sighed g gd prayed, yet I could not be
_ eed from this thought.

. It was this doubt that finally drove Menno to a stuﬁy
7qf the New Testament. Here he says he had not gone far un-
_fil.he discovered that they had been deceived.‘ He declares-
‘that his conscience, which had been greatly troubled by the
4 ;sacfamental viewpoint, was now relieved "without any human
i?[,aid or sdvice; though I was encouraged by Tuther in the be-
j lief that hﬁman authority cannot bind to eternal death."14

§ .. Though not informed by Menno how he obtaeined Luther's books,
.. we know from the following that they were belng circulated

e in Holland during Menno's time,

73, 1bid, p. 3, col, &,
14, Ibid, p. 3, cecl. B.
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pout three or four yeers ‘ufter he entered the service of

e hierarchy s s priest in Pinglum, the suthorities con-
poted 8 number of Tutheran books which were found 1n
possession of the priests at Witmsrsum. The aceount

¢ the general tressurer of the Friesian government shows
..+ petween October 1, 1527, snd September 10, 1528, a
ertain sum was_pald to an officer of the law who had
oried boxes belonging to the psstor end the vicar of wit-
sum and taken from them thisbooks of Martinus Tuther

emd others of his persuesion. X
" ifter this newly found freedom from the intellectual

ranny of Rome, Menno's preaching tock on en evangelical

‘gervor which gained him considersble reputstion, but he

¥¥ﬁid-not.Yetnrenounce the Romen Church. The transitlon

,ffom the old to the new was for him a gradusl one which
3mayibe traced 4n a series of events. The first of these

was the execution of & man nared Sicke Snyder at Leuwarden
jfbr'having submittéd to rebaptism, Menno seys that it
standed strange to hesr a second baptism spoken of, and
though he now -gearched tﬁe Seriptures on this point he
could £ind nothing that validated the church's eétablished
F;rgctice of infant beptism. When a consultation of sev--
ééral of the church fathers, together'with a review of the
writings of Iuther, Bucer snd Bulllnger, revealed that

mthere was disagreement among all in regard to infant bap-

- tism, Menno csme to the concluaign tthet we were decelved
16

4n relation to infent beptism®,

1T, Horsch, John, ¥enno Simong=-Fis life, labors snd

¢ Teschinps, (Scottdale, Fennsylvania 1Q16), p. 19.
' i6. Simons, op.cit., p. 4 co{. A.
.
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‘ Shortly after Menno had come to this new conviction,
was woved to the more 1ucrative pesition of parish priest

It was while he was serving 4n this parish

, WitmaTsum.
inzlly

3.5t the second in the serles of events which was f
pesult in his open break with Rome occurred., It has

that the Rtinsterite fanaticism was widespread
A groﬁp of these fanstics

n seen

folland from 1529 to 1535.
end he felt obliged to spemk

oubts in relation

tieﬂ in Menno's parish,
against their errors though torn by d
his own conneotion with the established Church of Rome.

ome 300 of these people tock refuge in the 0ld Clolster

éar Bolsward, and on April 5, 1535, the place was ba-

-sleged by troops and taken by storm. One hundred thirty

fof the inmetes fell in battle and the rest werse nearly

i ail executed. Among those who lost their lives in this

“_:ﬂner was Menno's own brother.
The sight of the sufferings of these misguided but

,devout people, who hed the courage of their conviction

.even unto death, moved Menno deeply. Hls own description

hef the moral struggle that now raged within his soul 1s

:touching in the extreme. For a time he found it necessary

:to carry on & two-front war., He now openly preached

‘ﬁgainst the Mass and infant beptism, while he "also faith-

tully warned every one in relation to the abomination of
f
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ious Lord granted me his fatherly Spirit, ald and

.. then I volunterily renounced all my worldly honor
loutation, my unchristian conduct, masses, infant

m,. and my- unprofitable life, and at once willingly

ed to distress and poverty, and the cross of Christ.18
Thus we know from Menno's own writing_that his open

¢ with Rome came some time during 1536. John Borsch

e probable.date‘as-aannary 30, 1536. ¥ot long after
fé'_ate_hé-received baptism fpom the hands of Obbe Philips,
r all sources indicate that he was_baptized by Obbe,
ié@gb-ﬁpimions vary s to the exact date. |
Iihf'Still another event was to o:cur before Menno be~

ééﬁe the recognized, respected and perseéuted leader of

; _peacefui Anabaptists of Holland, He tells us that

ﬁéﬁt one year after his open break with the established
grch he was secretly engaged ;n study and writing when

, %en or eight persons who were of one heart and soul In

e faith with himself came and asked him to pbecome. thelr
fleader. Menno was greatly troubled by this‘request, sensing
on the one hand his 1limited talents, and on the other, the
_?hrelenting character of the opposition he knew he would
__enﬁounter. Above these, however, he saw the need of a

17 T53d, p. 5, ¢Ol. A- '
18. JIbid, p. 5, col. B. -
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der for "these God-fearing, plous children, for 1 saw
inly that they erred as innocent sheep which have no

_h gphénd“.;a Menno asked for s season of prayer when the
.yiﬁlem might be placed before the church and the guidance
J‘Goé.soﬁght. But after '

. persons before mentioned, did not desist from thelr.
ppiications, and my own conscience in some degree made
» mneasy (although in weakness) because I saw the great
ger and need..,.......1 surrendered myself, soul and
y to the Lord, and committed myself to his grace, and
gpsmenced 1n due tlme, according to the contents of

- holy word, to teach, and to baptize, to labor in the
winéyard of the Lord with all my limited talents, to
frild up his holy géty-and temple, and to repalr the
gilapidated walls. ‘ _

e H?hus we see that it was nearly 153? before Menno as-
umed the lesdership of the small group of &nabaptists,
fh{;ﬁérfo known as Obbénites. A period of ten or twelve
;q;;rs had passed before the seed of doubt which Menno had
irst felt as he officiated st Mass had sprung into the
?flfwer of open renunciation of the whole Roman Catholic
{S§%tem.- When the break .ame 1t wag complete and final as
;_%}i""b_een'crebel's break with Zwingli in Zurich. A4s in
f‘ééhel's.case, Menno was soon 8 fugitive from justice,

'§§§stined to spend the remainder of his 132 with a price

on his head, while those who granted him asylum did so at
#he peril of thelr own lives. ’

%® 19, Ibids p. b, col. A.
- 20, JIbid, p. 6, col. & and B. .

-




- D, Introduction of the Strict Ban

From Grebel's time on the Ansbaptists had insisted
“upon the right of church discipline by the béliering Com-
h--mnnity. {nly so could a pure church be kept pure. J. C.

Wenger in his Glimpses of ¥ennonite History states that

" there wes no organle connection between the Swiss Brethren

in the south founded by Conrad Grehel In 1525 and the
“Obbenites in the north founded by Obbe Philips in 15344
80 far as we krniow Obhe st that time had never heard of
- - the Brethren in Switgerlend,.........The doctrines of the
- Obbenites and thst of the Swiss Brethren were similer

- -8imply because both groups made a determined effort to

- .Teject tradition and meke the Scriptures the sole norm

of falth end practice. On two points there was a diver-
gencse however,

(1) The Obbenites held to s strict form of shunning
(see article XVII of the Dortrecht Confession of Fsith),
while the Swiss Brethren Interpreted such Scriptures gi
I Corinthians 5111 es referring to the Lord's Supper.
The secornd point of divergence which Wenger mentions is
~ the peculisr view of the Incarnation which wes held by
. the Obbenites, but that is not the subject of this study.
The striect 1nterpretatioﬁ.of the "ban" which was based
upon I Corinthians %:111 by the Dutch Ansbaptists forbad

_the members of the church to have any social contact with

E a member who had been excommnicated or plsced under the

"ban", The Swiss Brethren, on the other hand, took the

position that an excommunicated member gshould not be

21. Wenger, J. C., G?%mQSQS of ¥ennonite History,
(Sqottdale, Pennsylvania, 1944), p. 75

*.
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- a1llowed to participate in the Lord's Supper; otherwise
such & person remained in full social contact with what-

- ever soclal ‘unit he was normally a part.

The reason for the more strict 1nterpretation cf

" the "ban® smong the Obbenites or Mennonites, as they
‘were known later, was the black neme which the Minsterite
‘eplsode haﬁ given to the Anabaptists all over Holland,

Dosker says that their "ebhorrence of violence was 80
great that they would not recognize as brother anyone
22

who had been baptized at ¥8nster.” Wenger states that

" Obbe Philips, whose break with ¥elchiorism tock place in

1534, placed under the "ban" all who were affected by
the ﬁﬁnsterite error and insisted that they be avolded
(shunned). Indeed this was the origin of shunning smong

the Dutch &nabeptists®,
From the very first this strict interpretation of

" the "ban" caused trouble among the Dutch ¥Mennonites. It

s no easy matter to deny to husband and wife the normal

relationships of the married 1ife because one or the
Kenno's own posi-

tion on this question was in favor of the strict inter-

pretation, In this position he was supported by Dirk

Phildips, the younger brother of Obbe, who re

ful coworker of Menno's throughout his 1ife. In fact his

book, Fnchiridion oder Handbuchlein von der Christlichen

tehre und Rellgion, is @ fevorite with the Amish 1n America

meined & falth-

¥

22,  Dosker, op.cl p. 106,
23. Wenger: op,Ci : p. 69.
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. today because of its strict teaching on the "ban", None-
‘theless, the dissension brought about by this difference
" of opinion darkened the closing days of Menno's life.

- Two partles developed in the church. Those in favor of
the Strict interpretation of the “ban" became known as
the "hard banners", while those who favored the most len-
1ient position were known as the "soft banners®. "The

great problem was how striectly shall the 'ban' be observed,n?4

5%,  1bid, p. BO.



CHAPTER 11 '
THE AMISH DIVISION OF 1692-1693

A. Jacob Amman, Founder of the Amish

.'Among.the Swiss Brethren it is not known that the |
ctice of church discipline through the use of the
rict "ban" caused any dissension prior to 1693, Sev-
ral of the Swiss Brethren ministers from the region of
::isace had signed the Dortrecht Confession in 1660, and
;ﬁome of them were therefore aware of this striet inter-
éetation of the "ban" as found in Afticle XVII of that
anesgion.l However, there 1s no evidence that any
attempt was made to enforce this "ban" strictly before
the division of 1693. H. E. Dosker quotes M, Brons as
:;i;aying that | |

Bt The first instance of the use of the "ban" in Switzerland

occurred at Zollikon when the brethren there decided to
use it in the Sase of a brother who had fallen into sin

after baptism,<

ﬁo date is given for this incident, so 1t is impossibie
?;“to tell whether or not the events of 1693 to .1697 were
g7in any way connected with 1t.

- 1. Gasonho, M,, "The Amish Division of 1693~1697,"

% Mennonite Quarterly Review,XIfOctober, 1937), p. 235.

K. Mr. Gascho in this article has presen%ed the first scholar-
¥ 1y study of this unfortunate divislon. It is based entirely
& on original sources and is therefore the basis of this

¥- chapter, v

2. Dosker, op,cit., p. 189,

20
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In 1693, however, a8 rash young‘ﬁan by the name of
Jacob Amman attempted to introduce the gstrict observance
of the "ban® into the life of the Swiss Brethren churches.
Almost nothing 45 now known in regard to this msn's back-
ground or educetion. From extant letters which were ex-
changed during the controversy he 1s referred to as &
young man by his opponents, while he refers to them &s
grayhaired.3 From the information gleaned from this cor-
respondence it can safely be saild of Amman that he was .
possaésed of a spirit of impetlience end intolevance which
1s often typlesl of youth. Beyond that we know only that
Jacob Amman was merried and that he had two children, 2
son end 8 daughter, We know that he hed a daughter be-
cause the records in the state erchives show that
An adult dsughter of Jacch Lirman was baptized and admitted
into the officisl stste church at Wimmis jgn the Republic
of Bern in the year 1730. This document also mentlons that
Jacob Amman was sn Anabaptist minister who was & native
of the Erlenbach Commune located in the Slmme Valley south
of . Thun. It slso reveals the faect thst he had died be-
fore this time outside of the Republic of Bern. Jacob
ammen's dsughter was given four Thallers (§0) by the
state when she Joined the stite church, The state was
considered as her godfather.

That Jacob Amman also had a son we know frop the fact

. that a psalm book once belonging to Jacob Ammen contains

3. Gascho, ogfgzg. footnote, p.252.
4,. Gratz, D. L., "%he Home o% Jacob Amman", The
n

Mennonite Quarterly Review, XXV, Wo. 2, Coshen College,
Coshen, Indlama, (April, 19513, p. 137.




a note written by his son, Baltz Amman, mentioning the -
§§%% that he inherited the book from his father Jacob,
t further states that Jacob Amman was no longer liv-

g. The note is dated October 4, 1741."7
B. The Controversy Begins

Cddly enough the controversy over the strict "ban®
ﬁ? ich ended in a division that continues to the present
time begen with an altogether different matter. For

; éme unknown reason Jacob Amman introduced the éustom of
iﬁhserving Comminion twice & year instead of annuelly as
; éd previoﬁsly been the ﬁractice among the Swiss Breth-
en. This caused dissension, pzrticularly in the con-
'fegation.of Hang Reist, who later became prominent as
mmants chief opponent in the controversy over the strict -
han“.61 Reist was not able to resolve the controversy
imself and called upon two other ministers, namely,
?ﬁiklaus-ﬁoser and Peter Giger, for help.

;When Ammann heard that these two ministers were going fo
.Reist he asked them to find out what Relst believed con-
icerning "Meldung". Reist's answer was, "What enters the
mouth does not defile the men, but what comes out of the

‘mouth.” From this time on we do not hear any more of the
‘communion trouble. Instead "Meldung" became the maln

5. 1bid, p. 137. .
- 6. Gascho, op.cit., p. 245,
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issue of the EFntroversy between Ammann and Relst.”
C. Amman's Investigetion Tour

How long the dispute had been under way before the
strict “5an"-became the chief issue 1s not known. It had,
however, continued over a long enough periocd %o producé
some sympathizers for Amman's views., Apparently Amman
was not satisfied with the answer which Reist had given,
for shortly thereafter he gathered around him Uli Amman,
Christien Blank and Niklaus Augspurger, who with him mede
"a tour of the churches to find out just what the minis-
ters in Switzerland belleved about 'Meidﬁng'."s
| The itinerary of the four self-appointed investi-
gators took them to the following congregations: the
congregation of Niklaus Moser near Friedersmatt, the
congregation of Peter Glger near Reutenen, the congre-
gation of Hans Relst neér Otigen, and the congregatioﬂ
of Peter Habegger and Gollgrab Peter near Eggiwyl. From

7., 1ibid, p. 2% . ¥r. Gascho's use of the term,
uMeidung", is the expression used by the Amish fcr “ban“
More correctly, "Meidung® is descriptive of the treatment
accorded to a person who has been placed under the "ban".
The English equivalent is "shunning® or "avoidance”.

Note: The most generally accepted spelling of Amman's
neme is with only one "n". Cascho has followved the
German spelling, and where his translations are quoted
directly, the German spelling appears.

8. JIbid, p. 254,



each one of these ministers Jacob Amman demanded to know

fiwhat his belief was in regard to the strict "ban". When

B he asked the question of Peter Habegger and Gollgrab

B .f(-’-' ‘l\ ) .

fio Peter, they replied that they thought it would be well
:?irzthe entire swiss ministry could be gotten together
‘“for a careful study of the Scriptures before they ven-
- tured to express an opinion, Amman agreed to the confer-
_ence but wanted it to be held within eight days, while
. Peter Habegger suggested that it should be held within
.three weeks. Finally a compfomise of two weeks was

- agreed upon, and the place of meeting was scheduled
"to be in ﬁiklaus Moser's barn. When the minlsters as-
'sembled within the allotted two weeks, a fairly large
number was present, but Hans Relst, who appears to have
been Amman's chief protegaenist, did not comec to the
meeting.9 -

Among those present were Niklaus Moser;-Peter
Schwartz, Peter Giger, Hens im Wiler, Jakob Ammann, Uli
Ammann, Niklsus Augspurger, Christian Blank, Peter Zim-
£ merman, Peter Habegger, Peter im Gul, end Jakob Schwartz.
B There were also at least three women there. While they
%n were awaiting the arrival of Hans Relst and others, Peter
i Geiger mentioned the scripture, "Whet enters the mouth
' does not defile a man, but what goes out of the mouth."”
w Ammann replied that that had nothing to do with the ques-

' tion. Then Petar Giger gquoted, "If ye bite and devour
one another, see that ye be not consumed one of another,”

9. 1ibid, p. 256.
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and hegged of Ammann thaet he would not bring sbout a diy-
ision in the church. When they had waited some time for
Hans Reist and certain others, they sent one or more of

. the women out to ask them to come, but the women brought
back the word that since it wes harvest these men found
it to be an inconvenient time and that they could not
come. By this time Jekob Ammann seems to have been guite
impatient and interpreted the absence of these men as an
indicstion of their indifference. Then he brought forth

- Relst. When he had read these charges he declared Hans
Reist to he excommmicated, This ereated quite a stip.
One woman fell on her knees before him and begged him to
be patient,. However, he then turned toward Nildaus Moser
and again asked his opinion on "Meidung", Mosger answered
that he had not asked the opinion of his congregation and
that he could not speak for them. J. Ammann then asked
Peter Giger again and Giger replied that he would not
give his opinfon until the ministers were all present,

them with falsehood. Then he turned to Peter Habegger,
Jakob Schwartz, and Peter im Gul, and asked them if they
accepted "Meidung " When they ala not he excommunicated
them. Upon this Peter Zimmerman sald, "There you have

it," and the meeting broke upy the Ammann party leaving
the building without shaking hands.10

D. Attempts At Reconcillation

In the manner deseribed above, the "Amish" wing of
the Mennonite Church came into existence. Whether Jacob
Amman thought that peace and harmony among the Swiss-
Brethren would be restored in this way, it i1s impossible
to tell. If such were hig expectatiocns, they had to be

;"
E'.’
FE
£l
higd

Quickly revised, for as the news of his action spread,

protests began to comey not’only from the ministers in

e T

10. 1b1d., p. B5B-357.
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E. , :
®.' Switzerland, but also churches in Alsece end in the Pala-
éé?tinate wrote expressing their concern and urging reconcil-
i iation. | |

1, The first attempt at reconciliation, ' %
The first attempt at reconcilistion was made when
;‘ ¥hose who hed been expelled by Ammen wrote the Amish a
 72 note, asking them to confess that they hed gone too far.

- This request was mpde three times, but the only answer
‘recelved waes that the "Amish" would have nothing to do
. ‘with them unless they adopted "Meidung". When the news
-of this went cut some men went to Jakob Armann, but he
refused to listen to them, Agsin Peter Giger and Hans
. Zaugg went to Jakob end U1l Ammann snd asked for & con-
% . ference at which lay~members might be present. It was
only after the third petition that Ammann expressed his
desire to be there. ¥hen his group arrived st the meet-
ing no lsy-members were present., Nothing was acconre
plished at this meeting, for after Jakob Armasnn spoke,
he refused t? stay to hear elther Riklaus Moser or
Pater Giger.lil

This first ettempt at reconéi?iation hetween the
estranged parties themselves, with no one present to
act ss-mediator, ended in fsilure. - It ended in failure
becsuse Amman hsd no wish to erbltrate or to compromise.

2, The second attempt st reconcilistion.

The "would=be" medlators in this instance were some .

ministers from the Palatinate, who on Qctober 16, 1693,

1.7 Ibid., p. 259.
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rgrote to the Amish asking them to seek a reconciliation
gith those whom they had excommunicated. "> Amman replied .
" to the Palatinate ministers with a long letter in which

@ _he defended his course of action and chided them for lis-
_ tening to schismaties and sinners. In addition to this
pe threatened the Palatinate ministers themselves with ex-
communication. |

: 1t was also about this time (November 22, 1693) or
. 1little later that Jakob Ammann sent out his Wernungs-

‘ "Sehrift, & short letter or broadside in which he asked
211 church members to report to him that they accepted

his view on the three controversial issuves or to prove

to him that he was wrong. They were asked to do this

by February 20, 1694, end. if they dld nog report by

. March 7 they were to be excommunicated.l

_ Thus ended the second attempt to hesl the only

major division that had occurred among the Swiss Brethren
fyrom the time that Grebel had b;oken with Zwingli in 1523.

Instead of the longed for restorstion of harmony which

" they sought, the Palatinste ministers had only succeeded

in bringing about the threat'of a still greater division,
2. The third attempt at reconciliation. |

It was no doubt in the hope that this threat could

be prevented from becoming an actuallty, that the Pelstinate

12, pid., p. 260, '

13, Jibid., p. 261, Also included in the controversy,
but with Yess significance, were the questions whether one
should teach that 511 true-hearted persons will be saved
and whether those who speak falsehoods should be expelled
fprom the church.. Footwashing, uniformity of dress, and Com-
munion twice annuslly also became lssues. v
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“ ministers asked for a conferen

o

b the dispute might be heard and the difference resolvgd
This meeting was held in the mill ai Ohnen-

ce in which both sides of

by

% 'if possible.
%;heim in Alssce in the second week of March, 1694,

& Present were ten men from Switzerland, nine of whom were
%;ministers, and seven from the Palatinate. “fhe number of
Tnpmish?present is not known, Here the Palatines begged
i the "Amish" not to continue acting so rashly. The "Amish®
% on the other hand insisted that the three issues of the
"eontroversy be accepted by the others. The "Amish" would

-pot yleld on any point, and neither would the Swiss who
opposed them. Those from the Palatinate conceded that
¥- persons who speak falsehoods should be expelled from the

. “church, and that no-one should teach that all true-hearted
;. persons w111l be saved. But on the question of "Meidung"
" 'iney would not agres with the Bmlsh....eseseseescosons o
. When no agreement could be reached the "Amish" left the
“ meeting. The following dey the Swiss minlsters declded

; to agree with the Pslatines after 1t appeared that thers
“might be another division. Then the two groups drafted
- a statement giving the reasons why they could not agree
' with Jekob Armmann and i&gneﬂ i14. The date of this docu-

ment is Merch 13, 1694,
3 A copy of the abovementloned statement is here in-
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cluded, because it shows conclusively that the strict
'"ban" was the real reason. for the controversy and that

1¢g introduction by Ammen was an innovation among the

g T T LT

i

§:Swiss”churches.

o

Eg“k statement by us ministers and Bishops from the Palatin-

" ate and Switzerland concerning the article in which we, N

. the undersigned, are not sble to agree with Jakob Ammann.
This is the reason, becsuse he i1s introducing avolidance
in everyday eating.and drinking, taking it from I Cor. B

14, ibid., p. 261, \
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Not only because he practices 1t himself, but all those
who do not wish to cenfess it with him, he cests out of
the congregation srd paints them as untruthful, apostate
sectarians, and hereticsl spirits. This is also the rea-
son that we can not, neither wish to hold him and those
effiliated with him es brethren and sisters. Since from
. - our understanding of ‘'Meildung,' we do not confess that

" . the spostle was writing about everyday (Busserlich) eat-

ing in I Cor. 5, but about (eatin;¥ the passsover (Uster-

Lamm), which is Christ offered for us. Therefore he says,
tLet us keep the feast, not with old leayen,' s0 therefore
we confess that those who commit the vices concerning
which the apostle writes, namely & person who permlis

" himself to be called a brother, and 4s s fornleator and

such as is described further, him should we expel, the
evil one, snd should not eat the bresd of the remerbrance
of the body and blood of Christ with him, but on the other
hand we should admonish him as a brother, II Thess, 2,

and when he is once and then a second time admonished

and does not heed the admonition, but remsins apostate
and a heretic, no one should listen to or accept hils
complaints, and should withdraw himself from him as rmuch
as 1s possible end as much 85 serves toward his upbuild-
ing. This is for the signature of the following ministers
and bishops from Switzerland and the Palstinate."15

The name of Hans Relst leads the 1ist of these who
signed the above docuﬁﬁnt. This ststement wee a compro-
mise between the views of the Swiss ministers and those
of the Palatinate~-a2 compromise which was arrived zt in
the hope that it would keep the divislon from spreading
and prevent the formstion of a new division. The latter
hope was resliized, as no third party to the dispute arose,
but the formér hope waé not, for Amman 4in sccord with his
threat in his VWernungs-Schrift excommunicated most of the

Palat;nate,ﬁinisters.-

15. ibid., p. 262.

i
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he entire community of Mennonites in southern Cer-
.and in Switzerlsnd was divided into two factions
were destined to remsin separated for a long time,
mesesssacevavssssesslhe meeting at Ohnenheim in

cee wes intended to be @ peace conference, an attempt
ynion and reconciliation; but it served only to in-
e the bigger feeling that existed between the oppos~

ctions. '

"4, The_three minor ajtggggg_at reconeiliation,

The Amish excommunicsate themselves.

p. the Amish pleced themselves under the *ban® for hav-
acted without the consent of their congregetions.

parently they expected that their opponents would over-

i'};each otner in thelr eagerness to receive them, but
-“@_was not the case, The Amish had shown themselves S0
?bornly unyielding on & rumber of occasions that 1t
but numen neture for the opposite side to feel a meas-
‘s of rejoicing in the self-humiliation of the Amish.

ar some time had elaﬁsed and no one had come rushing

36, Ibid., p. 262-203, :
“Mote: Aithough the Swilss churches are here referred
5> as Mennonite churches, the Swiss Anabaptlsts to this
think of themselves as Brethren, though they have in-
mate sssociations with the Mennonites on the continent

Furope and those in Amerlca,
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the rescue, the Awmish themselves took the initiative;
ey indicated that they would 1ike to be received into
ie church sgein, and their opponents said that they were
t}lling to receive them. However, &s the negotiations
;gressed, the Amish insisted that the opposite side
igree on the strict "ban" as well ss the other lissues of
:tthe controversy, and that they also admit their fzilures.
;ﬁhgh'this was refused, the truce talks of 1698 came to.
sen end, 17

< " b. A counsel sgainst fecbnciliation.

One year after the negotistions of 1698 came to en
.uhsuccessful conclusion, there was another attempt at
freqonciliatian by at lesst some of the Amish. This we
iknow from a letter written in 1699 by Hens Gut, in which
ihe advised against 1t. The Amish had too often demon-
strated their inability to compromise on any issue, &nd
-again in 1700 some Amish minfaters placed themselves under
the "han®*, dbut as bafora nothing was gained by this move.
¢. The finsl attempt 2t reconcilistioen,

. Eleven yesrs later on January 21 tﬁere was one last
attempt by the Amish to heal the breach which they them-
‘selves hed made. On Jénuary 21, 1711, a group of Amish
ministers from the Palatinate end the upper Palatinate

13 T 3bi3.y p- 265
! ;da' Da 265 v
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Hfiéﬁme to Heidelsheim in Alsace ™"wanting to make peace with
.,i%ge brotherhood there, provided they be allowed to prac;
;i;tice'ﬂneidung" and feetwashing."1% 1t 1s not surprising
o find that the brethren at Heidelsheim were hesitant to
5%b§ept this proposal. It did vary from earlier proposéls
-ikgn that there was no insistence that the other side also
ﬂadopt these practices, only the request that they, the
fﬁmish, be allowed to continue them., Despite this degree
1pf mellowing, the brethren at Heidelshelm wrote to
ijﬁwitzerland for advlice before they received the spplicants
h;gﬁto fellowship, Whén_the reply came from Switzerland,

. L;t_was in the form of a negative. Apparently the Swiss
goubted'the sincerity of the Amish after the numerous
5_i§ttempfs at reconciliation had all failed, After the

ﬁﬁadvice was recelved, hbwever, the brotherhood 2t Heldel-

:iiéheim actéd contrary to it and accepted Uli Amman and
EEHEHS Gerber into fellowship, It will be remembered that
Litli Auman was one of the ien who had accompanied Jacob
b; 4mman on his initial tour of inspection.20 Thus, the
I}last recorded attempt at feconciliation oceurred Just

“one yesar before the Amish emigration to Amerieca begén;

19. Ibid., p. 266.
20, 1bid., p. 266.
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emigretion which by 1875 had almost totelly deploted

» Amigh population on the continent of Europe.21

E, Summery snd Eveluation

oIt 1s impossible to evaluste Amman's motives across
jre then two centuries of history. The ashes of men's
..;1es'yie1d no psychologi§a1 knowledge even when the

i i3ace of their burisl is known, which is not the case

: th the remeins of Jacob Ammen. It is possible to say
3t whatever Amman's motives mey hsve been, he seted
fgnorantly 6flthe histopical reason for the strict "ban”
i%.ﬁollanﬂ. His attenmpt to transplant to Switzerland
a:austnm'whieh had arisen in Holland in response to an
'ﬁistorical situation, when that situstion did not exist
ﬁih Switzerlend, has had a long train of unhappy conse-
-uences,-the end of which is not yet in sight,22

~51. Berder, H. S., "ine ¥ennonites 1n the United
Ststes," The M¥ennonite Luerterly Review, Coshen College,
Goshen, Indisna, X1, Mo, 1, (Januery, 1637), p. 73.
. 25, It cannot be proved that Jacob Amman learned
of the strict "ban" from the Dutch Mennonites. However
both Menno Simons snd Dirk Philips wrote in favor of this ’
view, and the works of hoth men are standard egquipment
for the religions 1ibrary of every Amish home in Amerlca.
'With the tenacity with which the Amish cling to the old,
. 4% 45 not likely thst they were introduced to these
authors by anyohe except Jacob Amman.

L



CHAPTER III

AMISH IMMIGRATION TO AMERICA
~ ARD
'FARLY SETTLEMENTS IN SOMERSET COUNTY; PERNSYTVANIA

A. Early Amish Settlements in Eastern Pennsylvania

Opinions vary as to the exact date for the begin-
ning -of the Amish immigration to Amerieca, Milton Gascho
gives fhe date as 1712_,1 while John A. Hostetler estim-
ates that the immigration began about 1710.2 The late
C. Henry Smith found 1714 to be the yesr which marked

the arrivel of the first Amish in the New World.3 While
.opinioné v&ry as to the date on which the immigration be-
gén, there is no difference of opinion as to the reason
for its beginning. The Amish, like their Anabaptist
cousins, the Mennonites, came to this country in quest

of the religlous liberty that was denied them in their
native Switzerland during most of the fifst gqusrter of
the eighteenth century.4 The Amish were glad to sesk

._relief in the New World from this religious persecution,

1. Gascho, op,cit., p. 266.
2. Hostetler, J. 4., YA Brief History of the Amish,"

‘i‘ ﬁa. 2 ¥ (ﬁp!‘il 194‘8) 1 a -
. 3. Bmith C. H.y, The Nennonite Immipration to_Penn-
~ 8ylvanis, (Norristown, Penna,, 1929), p. 225-228,

4. 'Smith, op, cit,, p. 144-156. .

34

- Mennonite Histordesl Bulletin, Scottdale, Pennsylvania, IX,
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gﬂ they were among the large group of German-speaking
jnigrants who landed at Philadelphls in the years before
jBevolution.5 The largest number of Amish immigrants
arrive in the City of Brotherly Love came between the
a1 1725'and 1750.6 By 1754 the French and Indian Wars
d almost étopped the immigration except for a few late-
mers, and 1t wes not resumed on a large scale untll
%hé close of the Hapoléonic wars, almost a century later.?
¢ Amish chose Pennsylvania because of the generous of-
.? er ‘of William Penn's land agents. In fact Penn 5 colony
5-8 haven of refuge for many religious minority groups,
After the colonias had won their 1ndependence, the state
If_Pennsylvania practiced religlous toleration to a
gféater degree than any other state in the Union., 1It.1s
;?cw known trat twenty-three religiéus sects or denomina-
“ions were Tlourishing 1n'pioneer Pennsylvania., Among
‘these were the Amlsh, the Baptlsts, the Mennonltes, the
Horavians, and.the SchWenkfelders.8 The Amish settiéd

De Strassburger, R.B., Pennsylvanla Cermzn Pioneers,
(Norristown, Penna., 1934, I, p. viil,
o 6., Hostetler, op,clt., p. 2,

7. Smith

op.cit., p. 238.

. From a paper prepared by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, Department of Public Instruction, for the
Pennsylvenia Federstion of Junior Historians, p. 1. This
paper urges as a fruitful topie for research, "Minority
Groups and Their Contribution to Pennsylvania"

The Mennonite Immigration to Pennsylvania,

¥
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l_:irst in eastern Pemnsylvenia in what is now Berks County.
:2After-the Amish began to srrive in greater numbers, they

:_séttlad in Chester, Lebanon, and Lancaster counties."?

B. The First Amish Settlement
in

o Somerset County, Pennsylvenia

o It will be remembered that a very bitter feeling had
f been generated between the Amish and the Mennonltes before
: the two groups left their Furopesn home. The ocean voyage
.14 not remove that bitterness, end in the New World the

N Amish'sought to remain a people apart., As the ilmmigrants

continued to come and-the-native‘population continued to

| grow, the Amish were forced to seex new frontiers in order
to maintain their desired isolation and secure the less
. expensive land. Both these factors account for the fact,
 They (the Amish) did not seem to follow the Eennonites
. and other Germans down the Cumberland and Shenandoah
valleys, but followed up the Juniata and established

. their first daughter colony nesr the headwaters of the
~ Ohic, in what is now Somerset county.

The probable date for the arrival of the first Amish

| on what was then the western frontier of the Pennsylvania

9. Hostetler, op,cit., D. 2.
10. Smith, op.cit., p. 244.
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Colony is 1767.11 At that time the area which now coi-

: }1ses Bedford, Bleir, Fulton, Huntingéon, Northumberland,
_qrset and Westmorelsnd counties was still Indian terri-
ry.12 A report by a Rev. Captain Steele gives consld-
;gréble support to an ancient tradition that there were

Rt

‘some white settlers in the vicinity of this first Amish

‘settlement in Somerset County as early as 1762 or 1763.
4 report by Captain Steele which is dated 1768 states

art of Somerset County in which sre now the townships
‘of Stony Creek, Brother's Valley, Summit Mills and Elk-
“11ck, there were some settlers_who were there before the
ndian title was extinguished.l3

“§ne territory now including Somerset County was opened
for settlement by the Penns on February 23, 1769.

The public was informed that on april 3, 1769, st 10:00
‘a.m. Their land office would be opsen to receive sppli-
_cation from a1l persons inclined to teke up lands in the
new purchese, upon the terms of filve pounds sterling Rer
hundred acres, and one penny per annum for guit rent. 4

- If 1767 is the correct date for the arrival of the
first Amish settlers in Somerset County, they were there.
3two years before the territory had been officially opened

" for séttlement. This date seems to be fairly reliable,

i1.  Ipid., p. 244. |
2. Blackburn, H.E,, Koontz, W,H., and Welfleyi W.H.,
B

"History of Bedford and Somerset Countles Pennsylvan
- {New York, 1906), I, p. 1-7.
a 13. JIbid. IXI, p. 5l.

14. ﬁ—ﬁ. II’ Pe 17. - : -
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frrom a blographical sketch of Christian Blauch (now
Iéf“ough) found in jhe Gnaegl family hiétory presents a
/iv1a pilcture of 1ife on the frontier in northern Somer-
£=00unty‘in 1767.. The sketeh states that at the time
;istian Blauch settled in what is now Brother's Valley
wnship one-hslf mile north of Berlin, Pennsylvania,
ere wefe only a few scgftered cabins, Then the ac-
zount proceéds as follows:

: tside thede cablns the valley between the Allegheny

d Negro .mountsins was a vest howling wilderness. Chris-
ah Blauch selected the place where the buildings now
and, pitched his tent and commenced to fell the pri-
val forest, surrounded by Indiens, bears, wolves, and
Ether wild animals, 15 _ |

B If st first Blauch found in his new home only wolves,
__sland Indiens as neighbors, he had not long to wait
.”i~he was Joined Ey other Amish settlers from eastern
sylvania. The records do not show when the largest
zbér of &mlish arrived on this new fréntier, but it is
wn that they were there in sﬁme force before the Rev-
%qn. The fact that they did not actively particlipate:
,ﬁé war for independence has been noticed by county

orians.16

15. Gnagey, E., & Complete History of Christian
21, et al., Imlkha}t;“iﬁaisﬁaj'iﬂﬁv), p. 136-137.
. lé. Cassady, J.C., The Somerset County Outline,
Ottdsle, Pennsylvania, 1932), p. 171. .

-
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. There 1s no Tecord thet the Amish who 1ived in what

2 now Somerset County before the Revolution (the county
not organized until 1795)17 guffered any persecutlon
Juse of their refusal to besr srms, Doubtless they

ioced relatively unnoticed, Farther east where they were
po numercus, they were not so fortunete. An old tradi.
yn. s8ys thet so many men were 1mprisoned that the women
_“e’forcad to ti11 the fields, This tradition rurther
'Igtas that & group of Amish men in Reading, Pennsylvania,
dfbeen sentenced to be shot and that the eiecution wag
gayed only because Rev. Henry Hertzell, a pastor in the
rEsn Rerormad Church, interceded for them, 18

1. The g;owth of early settlements in the northern

of Somerset.County.
Possibly becsuse of this freedom f{rom persecution

_.hthe frontier, the Amish begen to move west in fairly
1arge numbers at the close of the Revolut*onsry ¥sr. The
P rst resident Amlsh bishOp of Somerset County was 2
ristian Yoder., This Christian‘Yoder was the son of

another man who bore the same name and was sometlmes

17, "Bisckburn, koontz and welfley, op.cit.
18, BMast, c.z:, A Brief Histo of Bisho

and Other Mast Ploneers, Elverson, Penna,,

e 80 far .out on the frontier that their exlstence there -




;nrred to as Schweitzer Cbristian in order to avoid
ifusing his identity with that of his son.19 Schweitzer
istlian, as his name implies, csme from Switzerland.
arrivedlin ﬁerks County, Pennsylvania, in 1744:and

ved there until 1776. 1In thet year he moved with his

£ and four éhildren to what 15 now Somerset County,

pnd bought a large tract of timber;and near where the
.:an,of Pugh now stands for the sum of $968. The deed
Ebr this property was dated October 9, 17?5. There were’

o roads and the nearest nelghbors were flve miies dis~
i int.20 The first wife of Schweltzer Christian died
‘f}hprtly after the family arrived in Somerset County. He

i ien merried Barbara Hooley and eleyen children were born
.}?to:this'union. The birth date nf the Christian“Yodar who
Hﬁﬁeéame the first resident Amish bishop of Somerset County
-;given as 1758,21 9The year of his ordination to that
;f%gfiee is not known. However, Amish men are not orda ined
to any office in the church before they sre marrled. It
3s not likely that Christian Yoder was married before his
tnentieth birthday, and not probable that he was ordained

Las bishop before he was thirty. The probability is rather

g 19.” Swartzendruber, D "B., letter deted March 20,
7. 1950, Kalona, Iowa,

b 20. Blackburn, Koontz and Welfley, op.cit., I1I,
“p. 116-117.

i3 21. Hostetler, J.A., "Amish Pioneer of Sogerset
County,“ Mennonite Historical Bulletin, Scottdale,
Pennsylvania, X, No. 4, (October, 19495, p. 1.

P e
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. that he was older and that i1t was near the turn of the

5 nineteenth century before the Amish settleﬁent_in Somers’

. sat County could boast of 8 resident bishop. Thie set-~

tleaent later became known as the Glades settlement.

From 1767 to ebout 1800 then the Conemaugh congre-

}  gation,which had been started by the settlement of

Christisn Blsuch, and the Glades congregation, which was
- sterted by the settlement of Schweltzer Christién, had
to look to the older Amish éettlements for such spirituai
ministry 8s they received. This spiritus] ministry of

the ploneer days was provided by Bishop Jacob Mast, Dish-
_op Mast is ssid to heve landed at Philsdelphia on the ship,
_ Brotherhood, on November 3, 1750. He had been a native of
| Switzerlahd.

Bishop Jacob Mast proved himself a leader of considerable
ability promoting the welfare of the Church with 21l the
vigor that he wss able to muster. UHe hed charge of all
the Amish Mennonite settlements in Arerica during the
greater period of his bishopric. The settlements st thet
timeé were confined toc the colony and Tater the state, of
Permsylvania. He had three districts west of the Susgue-~
hanna River which he gaﬁerally visited on horseback. They
were known as Kishacogquillas Valley congregation in Bifflin
county and the Glaydes and Conemsugh congregations in Som-
erset snd Cembris countles,22

Probably these visits from Bishop Héstlwere no longer nec-
essary by the turn of the century, the Clsde and Conemaugh

congregations heving by that time ordsined ministers and
22, Mast, gp.cit., p. 695.

e AR G CUE
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pishops from among thelr own number, (See Appendix on
the Discipline of 1809). |

%¥ho the first resident minister or bishop of the
Conemsugh congregation was is not known, But at a con-
ference of the three Amish congregations in Somerset
County (the third mas located in the southern end of the
ccuntyiénd will be discussed later) held somewhere in
the county on March 18, 1837, those who signed as minis-

-+ 4ters of the Conemaugh-congregation were Jacob Oéseh,

Christien Miller, Joseph Miller and Jones Yoder.?3 VNo.

.  amish congregation would be blessed with'five ministers

unless. it be of more than aversge gize. The Conemsugh
congregation probebly reached the peak of 1ts populstion
around 1850. The first 5812 of the nineteenth century
saw the colony grow rapidly, Jonstown, made famous by
the flood of 1888, was founded by Joseph Shontz or Jons
in 1800.2% ¥r. Jons was of the Amish persussion, He
45 perhaps the only Amish msn to give his family nome to

T 23. Bender, H. 5., "Some Berly émish Diseciplines®,

The ¥ennonite Quarterly Review, Goshen College, Goshen,

Indians, Vill, No. 2, {(aprll 19%4), p. 93-95. '
24, Johnstown Centenniai, 18001500, History of the

Centennial Celebration of Johnstown. published by authority
of the Centennisl Committee. P. 33. .

2]
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ﬁhat 1zter became a thriving American city. Today the

great-granﬁson of this Amish pioneer is the minister of

the Unitarisn Church in the city of Hartford, Connecticut.25

The Amish were in Johnstown and its vicinity in suffi-

2 cient numbers to give their neme to one of the city's:

§?7 suburbs.' Fven after the congregation had become slmost

extinct, this suburb was known for a 1oﬁg time es "Der

amish Hivel". This was so known, becsuse at one time it

was practically all owned by Amish people.26

. The patiern of growth was much the ssme for the Glades
- congregation as it had been for thé Conewaugh congregation.'

~ 4% the ministers’ conference of 1837 those who signed

their names as ministers of the Glades congregafipn.Weré

i christisn Yoder, 5r., Christian Yoder, Jr., Abraham Killer,
' Jacob Swartzendruber, and David Yoder,27 A table giving

the return of taxables in Brother's Valle& township for

the year 1783 and 1784 shows that at that time there were

g nineteen fapily heads in the area who bore Amish names.

Auwong the names recorded on this 1ist are Bondrager,

5%, From a personal interview with the Rev. Paysonm.

: 5
Miller, April, 1950,
26, Shetler, 5. G., "Blshop Hoses B, Miller"is
y

 Gospel Hersld, Scottdale, Pennsylvenia, XXII, No.
Thugust, 16299, p. 379-3%0. |
27. Christisn Yoder, Sr., was the son of Schweitzer

Christian, the immigrant of 1744 while Christian Yoder, Jr.,

_was the son of Christian Yoder, Sr. Swartzendruber letter,
op.cit. Also, Bender, "Early Amish Disciplines",vop,cit.

-
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Gnagey, Hostetler, Tivengood, Miller, Mishler, Stutzmsn,
Schrock, Troyer and Wenger.28 The Amish then as now had
:' large famlilies, and the presence of these nineteen famil-
1es in the region by 1784 probably means that more than a
hundred'people were 1iving in the ares at that time who
- ﬁere known by their speech end menner of dress as "Amishf,
| There 1s some indication that there may ha;é been
more than one congregation in the Glasde region at one
time. The'Jacob'Swartzendfuber‘who signed ss one.of the
ministers of the Glade congregatlon in the Conference of
1837 later removed to Johnson County, Iowa, In the year
1949 the late D.-B. Swartzendruber of Kalona, Iowa, was
searching for some informetion that would ensblé him to
write & blography of his,grahdfather, Frederick Swartzen-
druber. In the course of this search a note was discov- “
ered which héd been written bg his greﬂt-érandfather,
Jacob, one- of the ministers who had signed as a minister
in the Glade congregation in the conference of 1837.

This note ygs-written in Germen and reads as follows:
Habe im Jaﬁr 1860 elne Reise gethen mit‘Josepﬁ Oesch.

. Erstlich nach.Csnada, darnoch in Konistoga, von dort in
Beckweh und in Tuscarwas Valley, hernach in die Kishaco-
quillas Valley, von dort in die drile Klatzer (Glades}

Gemeinen, von dort in Ohio in Holmes Co., und dort in

—58.  Blackburh, Koontz &nd Welfley, Op,cit., 11,
p. 139-143. o

¥.
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Elkhart Co., Ind. Und dort hate ich elne andre Haus
Mutter genommen, nemlich Kary Miller, dem Daniel Miller
seine hinter lassene Witwe; dem Volllgen Diener friher
wohnhaft in der Klatzer Gemeinde.29

_ Jonas B, Miller, minister at Grantsville, Maryland,
insists that there never were three Amish congregations

in the Glade region, Jacob Swartzendruber, however, had

1ived there and served for s while s one of the minis-

ters, so he should have been familiar with the region.
A brief description of Somerset County published in 1843
states that in that year the county's populstiocn was

. chiefly of CGerman descent and that German was the prevail-

ing lenguage. The sketch goes on to.éay that in 1830 the
population was dlvided into the following religious sects:
the Lutherans having seventeen churchesj the German Re-
formed, twelves; fhe Methodlists, eight; the Mennonitesk
five; the Baptists, four; the Amish, four; the Preshby-
terians, two; and the Roman_Catholics, one.301t would gp-
pear then that In }830'there were at least two congrega-
tions in the Glades, for the only other Amish ssttlement
in the county lay in the southern end between what are

now the towns of Meyersdsle, Pennsylvanla, and Grantsville,

20, Swartzendruber letter, op.cit., Merch 20, 1950.
"~ 30, Day, S., Historical Collecticns of the Siate of
Pennsylvanla, (New Heven, Connecticut, 1843), p. 616.




¥aryland, Another possibility would be that the 1843
publication considered the southern sattlement as two
congregations ags well as the northern settlement 31
The full solution to this problem will perhaps yield
te further research. In any case it 1s evident that
by 1830 the Amish were in Somerset County in sufficient
numbérs to be recognized by both county snd state his-
torisns. The predorinantly GermanQSpeaking population
probably sccounts for the fsct that the first successful
néwspaper published withiﬁ the county wss published in
the Cermsn langusge. This psper known as Die Westliche
Telegraph mede its first appearance 1n_1812. The printe
ing house which printed the paper also_printed books ,
among them an edition of the Cermen Guento Bible, which
made 1ts appesrsnce in 1813. A statement from the pre-
face of the Bible says that it was the first Bible pub-
lished in western Pennsylvania, 32

2. __The decline and dissppes ance of the Conemsuph

and Clgde congrerations,

Few Amish congregationg whlch were once flourishing

31, The southern settlement is at present divided
into two sections known ss the Upper snd Lower settlements.

32. Heuse, M., A Som rset County Histo gl thebock,
(Somerset, 19453
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éisappear completely, but such has been the crse with

‘? both the Conemaugh and Glade congregations. No satis- -

factory explanztion hes sz yet been found for thelr dis-

'iappearance. One of the factors which led to the bresk-

up of the Conemaugh ccngregstion was the lure of cheaper -

end more fertile land in the West. The first Amish set-
tlers left this area for the region of Flkhart and Lo

= grange Countias, Indians, in the spring of 1841 a3 By

BRI EEG o TR LRI TE  m
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1875 the families in the Conemaugh congregetion hed be-
come so few in number that the praetice of worshipping

. in the homes of the verious members hsd become 2 burden.

The meeting came to the ssme home too frequently., Fer-

Yier there were enough famllies so that no one fanmily
was required to have the meeting more than once or twice

& year, As the number of families became fewer through

- emigration, desth snd fallure to win the rising geners-

tion, some of the'Conemaugh,congregation propcsed. the
bullding of & meetinghouse. There was some opposition
to the proposal, but this was successfully overcome and
two meetinghouses were erected. One was bﬁilt on the
farm of Iseac Kaufman near Davidsville in Somerset County

and became known 88 the Ksufman Meetinghouse. The sec-

i, ond one was bullt on the farm of Bishcp Moses B. Miller

prTETe v s ¢t

33. Bontrager, F.J., letter dated June 6, 1950,

'Shipshewanna Indiana. ¥r. Bontrager 13 2 highly res-

pected 014 Order &mish Bishop of LaCranee County, Indiesna.
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nesr Geistown 1n Cambria County snd beceme known as the

,?ﬁiller ¥eetinghouse.34 These meetinghouses were bullt

ﬁc:{n 1875 and were, so fer ss 1s now known, the first Amish
'@uwetinghouses in America east of the Chioc River. Bishop
b jHiller served the church from the time of his ordination

1as bishop in 1848 until his desth 1n 1902. The fsct that

WPK"W

h=preach1ng services, except 8t funerels, caused many of
the children of Amish psrents to unite with the Mennonlte
Chureh, 3% So ends the story of the Conemsugh Amish con-

T

gregation. The last bishop of the congregation died in

AT

1902, It is not known when the lsst surviving member
of the congregation died. It 1s hoped that further re-

search will reveal more definitely when and why the cone

-y

gregation expired.
#hen an attempt is mede to find an adequate reason

T

for the disappearance of the once thriving Clade congre-
gation or congregations, as the case may be, reliable
| 4nformation 18 even more scanty than in the case of the

' Conemaugh congregation. The reasons given by the varlous

% the Amish persisted in using the German language in their -

% 34. GShetler . 0it. s Pe 379=380.
35. Ibid., ) SEpgiies
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traditions sre these: one, thet the congregstion became

very lax in moralsj two, that the larger part of the con-

gregationimoved westward in search of cheaper and wore
fertile lard; three, thst many of the young men eithér_
enlisted or ware drafted into the armed'forces during
the Civil qu and thus becsme lost to the Church; and
four, that so many of the congregation were being won to
the Church of the Brethren, thet the leaders of the group
dscide& to leave and start a new.commﬁnity where they
would asgain be i1solasted from other denominations, Some
support can be found for esch one of these traditions.
In support of the first tradition is the ninth item of
sgreement in the Discipline of 1837 which reads as fol-
Tows: | _ |
%With regard to the excesses'ﬁracticed among the youth,
namely that the youth take the 1liberty to sleep or lle
together without shy fear or shamwe, such things shall
not be tolerated at all, &nd when 1t takes place with
the knowledge of the parents and something bad heppens
on account of 1t, the psrents shall not go unpunished.36
It wlll be remembered that this diseipline was drawn up
at 8 conference of all the Amish ministers then serving
congregations in Somerset County, Such sn item would not
have been considered by the conference unless the‘issue

had confronted the churches in & real and troublesorme

36, Bender, Op.cit., p. 03-05.




Jacob Swartzendruber apparently tried to correct this
evil in the Glade congregation, and when the other min- W
isters either could not or would not support him he moved _ ;%

i _out.38 In the epistle of 1865 Swartzendruber remonstrates 5

. War.39

QT N e e

%7_|1es moved to the West much evidence can be found. In ﬁ
Ithe obltusry file of the Mennonite Historical Library at i

" Goshen College, Goshen, Indians, one finds many notices

menner, That this ihiquitous practice of "bundling"
{courtship in bed) was pﬁrticularly troublesome in the i
Glade area is attested to by an epistle writien-b& Jacob %
Swartzendruber and addressad to the Amish ministers' con=- ﬁ
ference of 1865, Swartzendruber had served in the minis- i
try of the Glade congregation for several years after ¢

which he moved to the vicinity of Grantsville, ¥ ryland. 37

against the levity which existed in Amish communities
while men were dying on the battlefield during the Civil -

In support of the tradition that many of the famil-

“1ike the following:

37. Swartzendruber letter cit. ﬂarch 20, 1950. -
38. Bender, H, 5., "An Amisﬁ BiSth'S Gonference C

~ Epistle of 1865", The Mennonite Quarterly Review, Goshen i
, (Guly, 1946ip. 225~ K

College, Goshen, Indiana, XX, No. 3,

.. 226, _ i

39.  Ibid., P. 229,
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Died Oct, 12 in lagrange County, Ind. Bishop Joseph Miller,
aged 68 years, 10 months end 27 days. He was born in 1808
in Somerset Co., Penna., and in 1833 was chosen minister.
In 1841 with his femily snd three other families he came
‘to Elkhart Co.40 |
Through checking these files it was found that the Glade
'v_congregation had lost a number of settlers not only fo
Indiana but alsc to Iowa, However, these are not so mmm-
erous that they satisfactorily account for the totsl dis-
 appearance of the mother colony. The remaining two tra-
ditions wust therefore also be examined..

The third tradition which says that many of the young

men served in the regular army during the Civil Wer can be
only partially supported. There were some who did serve
in the army, but they were all draftees, and they were
fewm rather than many. The nemes of these men are, fur-
thermore, the only indlcation that they were Amish,‘but
this is vsually evidence that is ressonsbly relisble.
The names of the men who are known to have served as
soldiers during the war betvween the States ere as follows:
Christian Berkey, John Hershberger, Joseph Miller, Tcbiss
D. Yoder and Jeremlah Yutzi, 4l |

The fourth and last tradition finds some support in |

that 2 number of people who bear names of Amish origin still

25, " Obltuary Column, Herald of Truth, Eikhart, Indiena,
XIV, No. 11, (November, 1877), p. 181.
265 41. Blackburn, Koontz and Welfley, op,cit., II, p. 262-

-
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live in the vicinity of Berlin, Pennsylvenia, but they
hsve become members of other‘chprches. An outstanding
example of one o: these 18 Jacob B, Schrock. . Schrock
served at least one term and possibly more as a8 State
Benator. He ststes that his ancestors csme to that srea
1n sbout 1772, and thet they were devout Amish people.42
The total weight of a1l four traditions put together
does not seeﬁ to explain édaquﬁtely the total disappear;
- ence of a once thriving Amish community. Exactly when
the Glade congreéation breathed its last as an organized
group is not known. The last resident bishop of the Glade
congregation was Abner Yoder, who moved to Johnson Coﬁntf,
Iowa, in 1866.43 1In 1865 Bishop Yoder had attended & con-
Iference_éf Amish ministers in Holmes County, Chio, at
which time he signed hils name to the discipline drawn up
at the conference 8s a ﬁinister in the Glsde congregetion
'in Somerset County, Pennsylvania.44 Possibly it was at
this conference pf 1865 that Abner Yoder learned of the
Amish settlement in Iows and decided to cast his lot with
the new ploneers. A&bner Yoder was the grandson of Chris-
tlan Yoﬁer, Jr., who had s8lso served as & hishop in the
Glade congregetion, but prébably not until the death of
42, Schrook, J. B., letter dsted ¥ay 5, 1950, Berlin,

Pennsylvania, _ .
43, Bender, ¢lt., footnote, p. 225.

43, Ibid., p. 2295. v

St
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his father, Christian Yoder, Sr., in 1838.45 christian
Yoder, Sr., and Christian Yoder, Jr., both signed their

names as ministers of the Glade congregation in the Cis-

cipline of 1837_.46 Thus, for a perlod of one year at

least, énd possibly longer, father and son served as min-

isters in the same congregation.

The lsst surviving member of the Glade congregation

was Benedict Yoder, grandson of Schweitzer Christian, the
immigrant who first settled in the Glades in 1776, Bene-

dict was born in 1817 and lived until 1910, when he died
at the age of ninety-three.47

C. The River Congregation

1. FEarly history,

The River congregation received its name from the
fact that 1t was located nesr the Csstleman River in the
southern end of Somerset County. The river received its
| name from Jacob Castleman, a hunter and trapper "who had
his camp along the river on what is now either the John

or Jacob Baylor farm" 48 14 1g impossible to tell from

45. Bender, op.cit.¥ Hennonite Quarterly Review,
VIII, No. 2, (Aprii, 1934), p. 95.

46. Ibid., p. 95.

47. Hostetler, o g,ci «y Do 1 and 3.

6548. Blackburn, Koontz and Velfley, op,cit., II,
po -

¥
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existing records when the congregationzl 1ife of the Amish ?H
in this area was first organized. It is, however, lmown Eﬁ
thet individusl Amish fsmilies entered Elk Lick and Summit i
townships at e very esrly date, It will be remembefed
this general asrea was opened for settlement by the Penns
on April .3, 1769.42 A farm which now 1lies between Salis- - ?
ﬁury and ¥est Salisbury wss sold to Peter Tivengood by %
¥illiam S¢. Qlaii in 1773. The deed to Liiengooﬂ stotes -%
that 8t. Clair had applied‘for hils warrent to survey the b
tract on April 12, 1769. This was just nine days after
the land office opened,’0 Tradition says that this Peter
Livengood was an Amish preacher, but this has not been
substantisted.?] Another interesting tredition connected
with thafﬁiﬁengood family is that a daughter Eiizabeth
,‘-ims bofnlto them before they had had opportunity to erect
| a permanent dwelling place. This daughter laeter married E
Jsceob Brenison and wes still liviﬁg in 1870 when her age 1
was give# to ¥ichael F. Smith, Psq., & census officer,
' 8s_ninety-eight. This would fix the date of Peter Tive o

Fi

engood's arrivel in Elk Tdck township as 1772, 52 S

49 » Ib d , p . 17 - .‘
- 50, l_lﬂ- » P. 69, '
51. JIbid., p. S02. i
ha. ,_.DLQ.I sy Po 71'72 . - : l‘
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Other early setflers in this ares were Christlan
_ Gnaege and Jacob Sajlor. Gnaege came from Switzerland
ﬁf - and entered a tomahawk claim for BOQ acres of land
_about two mlles south of the present town of Meyersdale
| 4n 1774. “A surveyor's.plot of 1784 shows that Gnaege's
. neighbors at that time were John Hochstetler, Michael
'Hiller, John Yotter, Christian Berkey snd Joseph Farngy."53

Jacob Saylor, whose name appears among those of the early

settlers died in 1796. His will which is one of the ear-

liest to be recorded in Somerset County leaves to his son
John the fsmily Bible anﬂ-“thé_old Menno Simon book;

" which was printed in 1575+ . 54 | o

o, Farly life snd ministers of the River congrepstion.

_ By the turn of the century the Amish in Elk Lick and
“Summit townships sppear to have been fairly numerous.
LI

Lo as

.giﬂThera 1s not much evidence of any orgsnized congregational
. 1ife in the ares until 1809. . In that year Benedict Miller
. Was 6rda;ned to the ministry in the Amish church.  Benedict
t”was'fhe first Amish minister to be ordained in Elk Lick

- townshlp, He was the son of & Jacob Miller, who had come
;E;_from Berks County before 1787.55 on Whit;Monday in the
%?-year 1813 3énédict ¥iller was ordained as bishop of the

BT Smith, op.cit.s p. 245

52. Blackburn, Koontz and Welfley, op.cit., 11, p.65.
55. Ibid., p. 502. '
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Amish church in Elk Lick township56, and thus hecame, SO
far as 1s now known, the first resident bishop to serve
-the River congragation.

After Benedict's ordination the River congregation

-'seems to have expended rapldly. #hen the Amish ministers

 of Somerset County neld their 1837 conference, two other
men signed with Benedict as ministers of the River con-
j_gregation. They were Yost ‘Yoder and Hannes Gingerich. 57
?'Fbmily traditions which are well established give us some
EErevealing glimpses of the character of the first Amish
5 bishOp of Elk Lick township. Part of the growth of the
E gommunity during the fipst half of the nineteenth cen-
I ¢ury is accounted for by the fact that the Europeen Amish
?zhad started to immigrate agalin to America. At the close

:.of the Yapoleonic Wars some of these found their way to

'Somerset gounty and the River congregation. The follow-

4ng account of the arrival of Wilhelm Bender from Hesse=-

darmstadt shows that these immigrants did not always

rrive under the most favorable circumstances. It alse

1 ﬁéives us a character portrait of Bishop Miller.

56, Shetler, O _3;2134 p. 379.

2 Bender, op.cit. "¥ennonite warterly Review,
VIIT, No. 2, (Apridl, 2599343, p. 95. o
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Wilhelm, the oldest son of the second merriage, it was
declded, should go to Americs before he reached the age
when young. ren must enter military training. But the
family was very poor.. Passege to dwerica was beyond their
means, and ¥ilhelm became & "redemptioner.” Peter Kin-
singer, an Amlsh friend who wss coming to America, psid
¥ilhelm'’s passege. When they landed at Bsltirore, they
came In contaet with the proprietor of e nursery who paid
to Kinginger, the amount of Wilhelm's passape, with the
understanding that ¥Wilhelm would stay as a "redemptioner”
and work cut the sum he had paid for him. Kinsinger coeme
west on the "Fationsl Trall,” now United States Route 40,
and joined the Amish settlement in Somerset County, Penn-
sylvenia snd Carrett County, Meryland, while ¥ilhelm, e
boy of asbout fifteen years of age, was left near Balti-
more, & stranger in a strange land.

When Kinsinger arrived in Somerset County, end the bro-
therhood learned of %Wilhelm in Baltimore, hound out as

a "Bedemptioner,"” the Arish Bishop, Benedict ¥iller, took
steps to have him redeemed and brought to Somerset County.
One of the daughters of Bishop Miller said "thet boy may
- become & husband for one of us."™ §She spoke wore truly
than she knew, - ¥iller went personally to Baltimore on
horseback, pald the redemption money, snd brought Wilhelm
to his own home. About elght yesrs later, in 1838,
¥ilhelm Bender and Eatharéme ¥11ler (the girl who said
the above) were married.”

Other tyaditions regerding Bishop ¥iller for which
no written evidence has been found state thet after the
Amish settlement was sterted in Holmes County, Ohio,

(ses Chapter IV), he ffequently vislted that colony on.
horseback and ministered to them. On one of these
journeys he 1s seld to have spent the night in a tavern
in Wheeling, West Virginia, which was opersted by German-
speaking pecple. When the propriétor learned thot his

‘guest was a minister, he asked him to presch, snd 1t is

58.  Bender, C, W., Descendants of Daniel %endeg,
(Ber1in, Pennsylvenia, 1948), Foreword, p. 1. .
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said that Bishop Benedict complied ﬁith the requést?g It
1s also seid thet Benedict Miller hed rezd hls Bible
through three times by December 14, 1836, and that he
possessed both English-anﬂﬂﬁerﬁén copies of the Holy
Scriptureg.Go

| From these glimpses it is possible ;c learn that _
Benedict Miller was & men of large sympsathies end
rather brosd interests. It 1s also possible to learn
that during his yesrs of sctive ministry the River con-
gregation had spread frém Elk Lick township in Somérset

County, Pennsylvsnie, scrose the state line into what is

~ now Carrett County, Méryland. ¥any of the homes of these

early Amish settlers were located in the vicinity of what

1s now the villspge of Grantsville, Merylend. Benedlct

- died in the spring of 1837 or 1838, the accounts vary,
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and wses buried on the farm which he thén.owned. His

- grave mey still be seen on the form which is now owned |

' by Awos Yoder, @ sheort distance west of Springs, Pennsyl-

vanla. The grave was marked with a simple sandstone

'slab, and the wind and weather have all but erased the

gnscription which it once: bore.bl

Y. From a personal interview with the widow of the
lste S. 8. Miller, a §randson.of Benedict, in July, 1950.
4t that time ¥rs. ¥iller wss in her ninety-sixth yeer.

60. From the card files of Dr. Alts Schrocky Coshen

COllegg,'Goshen, Indiane, July, 1950. '
10' Ibid- .




AN

59

After Benedlct Miller's death the spiritual oversight

of the River congregation pasééd into the hands of Jonas’
Beachy, who then lived on the farm which is now owned by
Noah M. Beachy.52 It 1s not known whether this Jonas
Beachy had been previously ordained.tolthe ministry in
the River congregation, but it is more than likely that
he had. ©&inece, howevér, he is listed as Miller's suc-
cessor in various sources,®3 and since Miller died not
later than 1838, it mey be safely assumed that Jonss
Beachy was ordained to the office of bishop of the River
congregation shortly after that date. _

~ Very little is known about Bishop Beachy. The rec-
ords show that he was merried to Sera Gnaegi elther in
1812 or in 1816, the accounts vary, and that he became
the father of eleven children.®4 fThe sources concur in
fixiné the date of his death as October 23, 1878, at
which time he was nearly elghty-seveh years of age. -
There is left to posterity at least one item of histori-
cal faet which indicates that Biéhop Beaéhy was a man

of considerable physical vigor. This item has come down

~ 62, Bershberger, Wrs, 1.F.,, letter dated February
17, 19%0, Sslisbury, Permsylvania.
63. Blackburn, Koontz and Welfley, op.cit., II,
p. 503. .
84, Gnagey, op,elt., p. 69. This gives the date of

the marrisge as 18 and the dste of his birth as November
5 1?9118wh119 Samuel Peachey gives the date of the marri-

age as 1312 in 4 Vemorial History of Peter Bitsche, (Lan-
caster, Pemnrisylvanila, 15925, P. %4,

=24
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through the generations in the form of 2 baptismal cer-
tificate which is now in the possession of Bishop c. W,
Bender of Salisbury, Pennsylvenia. The baptismal cer-
tificate has been framed and covered with glsss, 50 that
i 1s well preserved after more than cne hundred years.
It 1s written in Cermsn and reads as follows:

Diesén bohden Ehegattere sls: Peter Petersheim urd
seiner ehelichen Hausfrau Susana eine geborene ¥illerin
15t elne Tochter zur Welt geboren, den 20ten Tag Februar
im Jahr unseres Herrn 1830, Diese Tochter 1st geboren in
der Klets (Glsdes) in Somerset County, im Statt Pennsyl-
vania in Rord Ameriks, und 1s getanft worden und erhlelt

den Namen Susana den 7thn Tag Octobeg im Jehr unsers
Herrn; 1849, von Herr Jonas Bitsche, ]

From the sbove it is clesr that Bishdp.Beachy had
travelied from his home In the southefn end of‘tﬁe county
to the Glade settlement in the northern end of the county
in order to corduct vaptismal services. No doubt this '

. diétance-&f,nearly forty mlles wss covered on horseback

over unimproved roads. At the time of Bishop Beachy's
death he lived on Keyser's Ridge nearly fifteen miles

- west of the village of Grentsville. It has not been’

clearly esteblished that he moved to Keyser's Ridge be- .

fore 1349. 1£ he had, then the visit to the G1lsde set-

tlement wss 8 greater test of his physical strength.
pishop Beschy continued to serve the church until

o G5, Copied.from The original by the writer on
f.

£ July 14, 1950.
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fhe time of his death in 1878, according to information
received from his érsnﬁdaughter, ¥yrs. Katherine Hersh-
bergar;66 This informstion iz appsrently relisble, &5
the obltusry of hﬁs gnceessor, Joel J. Willer, stotes
that Hiller was ordained by lot snd chosen as bishop
on November 13, 1887.67 This ﬁould leave a ten-year
period between the death of Beachy and the ordination
"6fluiller, when the River congregation appesrs to have
been without a resident bishop. However, there is one
" other source which indicates that Joel Beachy, a brother
_to Jonas, was ordained as bishop in 1854,63 This would
indicate & period of about twenty-five years when the
River congregation appesrs to have hed two bishops.
Though it cennot be positively stated from the evidence
now availsble, 1850 or 1853 probably marks the time when

the River congregation had grown too lerge for supervision

by one men, and 1t was decided to divide the settlement
4nto two districts, using the Mason end Dixon Line as &
natural geographic division, Whether this division was
 mede at this time or not cannot now be positively
66. 'ﬁE}shberger letter oyicit. February 17 1950.
. ] ie ?

67, Obitusry Column, Cospel ’ zﬁ y Scottdele, Penna.,
IVIIIg No. 36, (December, 191 a1

Pe J27le
8. Cnagey, op,cit., p. 1%4-]?5. An obituary reprint

from a.newsgaper states thet Joel! Beachy was ordained as
descon in 1851, ss rinister in 1853 and as bishop in 18%4.

r.
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established, but it is a fact beyond dispute that such a
division 414 at one time exist after the abovamentioned
dates. In 186% at 8 large gathering of Amish ministers
in Holmes Coﬁnty, Ohio, two ministers from the River.
congregation affixed their ﬁamés té the discipline there
drawn up; They were Joel Beachy and Daniel‘Hershberger.69
Itlis known that sixteen years later this Daniel Hershe
berger was an assoclateé of Bishop ¥anesss Beachy, who was
then bishop on the Pennsylvanis side.70 No doubt Hersh-
berger repr;sented the Pénhsylvania AmiSh and Joel Beachy
fhe Maryland Amish at the Conference of 1865. Joel Miller
ﬁay have been or@ained as bishop after Joel Beachy be=~
came physically unable to perform the duties ofia bishop
for those on the Maryland side'of the méson'and Dixon TLine,
'J6e1 Beachy died in_1894,71 while Joel Miller continued
to live until 1915.72 Manassa Beachy, who was a son of
. Jonas Béachy, served as bishop on the Pennsyivania side
for a number of years, but since the date bf his ordin-

stion has not been found, it 1s impossible to tell how

69. Bender, op,cit., Mennonite Quarterly Review,
VIII, No. 2, (April, 1034}, p. 95.
___ 70. Hershberger, 5, E., letter dated February 23,
1950, Crantsville, Marylend.
71. Gnagey, op,ecit., p. 175,
72, Obltuary Column, op,cit., Cospel Herald, p.591.
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long he served in thet capacity. Hé died on June 5,

1895, at the age of fifty~seven,?3 ‘Though the Bible

which he owned 1s still in existence and well preserved,

it contains no notation in regard to the date of his

ordination. However, Amish men are not ordained to the

ministry before they are merried,
ed as bishop until he has served &8s

and 1t is not often

that a man 1s ordain
Probably Msnassa was at lesst thirty years
s bishop, which would

-a_minister.
of age before he was ordalined &
park the date of his ordination ss 1867, and be may well

have been older., It is established that he was serving

as bishop in 1885, when the Daniel Hershberger who at-
tended the Conference of 1865 with Joel Beachy died.
t Bishop Mahassa Beachy had charge

The obituary states ths
74

of the funeral services.

3, _The yeers of growth and expansion,
The period from 1850 to 1881 had been one of steady
Until the year 1881

growth for the River congregation.

the congregation had followed the practice of holding the

worship services in the homes of the various mewmbers.

In 1881 this practice was discontinued, and four plain

75 ObItusry Column, Berald of ~Fruth, E1Knart,

Indiana, XXXII, No.13, (July, 1895), p: 207,
7a’ " Ipid., XXII, No. 13, (Ju 1y, 1885), p. 205.
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meetinghouses were erécted in which the worshlp services
were thereafter held. There have been numerous traditions
as to why thié was done, but the simple fact is that the f
commuﬁity héd grown so large fhét 14 wss a burden upon
any one member of the brotherhood to have the service in :
his home. This burden was added to by the fact that in
those early days _' ' o i
4 meal was always served by the owner of the house before
the people went home; and ss oftentimes several hundred 3
people were present, all of whom were welcome to come to ;
- the tables, whether members of the church or not, 1t is b
easy to see that to have preaching st one's house was _ :
quite awyax on the resources of such as were 50 honored.75
There a;e élso well-founded traditioﬁé which say that the
practice of serving meals was discontinued dpproximately
ten years before the meetinghouses were bullt and that
it was discontinued because so many outsiders who were
not members of the church csme simply for the meal.76
Jonas B, Miller,'miniéter at Grantsville, Msryland, 1s
of the opinidn that the rpallreason for building the
meetinghouses was that large numbers of the congregation
were absenting themselves from‘the church seryices, par-

ticularly when it was held in the smeller homes 1n order

to avoid the overcrowded conditions. When the mlnlsters , .

75." Blackburn, Koontz and ¥elfley, op,cit., II, D. 503. o
76, From the card files of Dr. 41ta Schrock, Goshen, I
Indiana, copled by the writer in July, 1950. Dr. Schrock '
received this information from en aged woman who claims
to have been present when the last meal was served at an
Amish church service in Somerset County about 1870.

v
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'f};saw this, they determined to do something about it, and

i

Qfﬁccordingly,the meetinghouses. were built.?? 411 four

IIIII . of the meetinghouses were of the simplest possible con-
ﬁ{istruction, and 81l were built in the seme year. They
i:ﬁere scattered throughout the Castleman River region in
:ﬂ:such fashion as to be.centrally located for the.northern
‘and southern ends of the settlement. Of the two meeting-
’pouses 1n.th§ southern end of the settlement one was
=a¥éctedlabout a mile north of Grantsville in Garrett
:Cbunty, Earyianﬂ. This became knoﬁn as the Miller Meet-
“fi inghousa,becaﬁse it was located on the fsrm of Jacob S,

I ¥Miller, The other meefinghouse in the south end. of the

i settlement wes erected near the Cross Rosds schdolhouse :
'ix and became known-as the Hershberger Feetinghouse, because
f_it stood on or near the farm of Daniel Hershberger, a
t‘minister in thé congregation, Todey this is known ss
”'._the Flag Run Meetinghouse. ‘

. of tﬁe two meetinghouses in the north end of the
settlement one was Jocated near the village of St. Paul,

and the other near the villege of Summit Mills. 411 four

structures remesin standing and sre in use at the pfesent

77. From a personal interview with Jorss B. Miller,
minlster at Grantsville, Marylend, on July, 1949.
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me., After the erection of these four meetinghouses in

Eaoge, 1t wduld;appear thet the River congregation should .

: have forged ahead in another period of growth. Unfor-
.g;;:mtelﬁ differences of opinion led to strife and divi-
_---;#,ion' only fourteen years later. N '
. 4. 7he atvision of 18 |

‘i’his unfortunate incident is now known amocng the

S
e

.Am:lsh of thié region as "the split of 1895", The exsct

" remsons for this Aivision remein something of & mystery,. .

even though it occurred during the 1ife span of many
who are yot alive., Probably the ressons were maltiple

" in nature and originated 8s a result of'personélity

J clashes emong the ministers. It 1s an established fact
F:  that some of the young people had started attending

%‘ ‘g sort_9f teachers' normsl SCh001“7gt Springs, Penn-
%7 sylvania, in preparation to teach in the public

é. schools. This school was conducted by Daniel H. Bender,
% a ¥ennonite minister; who becsme very popular with the

“  young imish folk. Apong his students were a young man
;_ who later became Bishop €. W. Bender of Salisﬁury, Penn-
:. sylvania, and a COmpanion, ¥ilton B, Hershberger, de-

| coased husband of the informant.?9

78. Hershberger letter, op.eclt. Fébrust‘y 17, 1650.
9. Ibid. LA ’

i
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This new interest in education on the part of the
rising generation raised a storm of protest smong some
of the older more conservative people. These now ap-
proached Bishop Joel Miller and his co-minister, Jacob
S. Miller, and petitioned them to forbid the contin-
vance of this practice. This the two ministers, who
both 1lived in Maryland, refused to'do, since they saw
nothing harmful or sinful in attending a ﬁormal School
which was conducted by & Mennonite minister, 80

It is slso an esteblished fact that before the
controversy ended in division, the matter of having

" © . Sunday School had become an issue. - Sunday School

clssses had been started not only on the Maryland side,
but also on the Pennsylvania side, which appears to
have had most of the conservativély minded peoﬁle. As
the dispute wore on, the conservatively minded folk de-
manded that Sunday School classes should be discontin-
ued and attendance at the Normal Schools forbidden, as

their price for the restoration of harmony.al That

807 _Ibid '

81. iiler, J. B., interview, op.cit., July, 1949.
In this interview J. B, Miller stated that in the sum-
mer of 1894 some young people on the Pennsylvania side
had secured the permission of Bishop Menassa Beachy to
conduet Sundey School clesses. These were then volun-
tarily discontinued on the Pennsylvania side during the
school year of 1894.189%, but not on the Maryland side.

.
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these two items were at the center of the trouble in 1895
ig further substsntlated by the fact that they remain

prominent in the memory of two present-day &mish bishops,

who were then in their boyhood. They are Lewis M. Beachy,
Oaklend, Marylard, and Alvin M, Beachy of Topeka, Indiana.
| Both men are sons of the decessed Bishop Manassa Beachy
and were young men when the division occurred. They
both recall Sunday Schbol and attendance &t high schools
or Normal Schools as the chief source of frouble; Tewis
M., Beachy is of the opinion that there was also some
difficulty over the interpretation of the "ban" and

some. questions concerning dress, such as the ecutting of
the hair and the trimming of the beard among the men of
the church. But he ststes that these were not the real
cause of the trouble.82 .

By the fall of 1894 the feeling had become so bit-
ter that no Communion Service was held in the Castleman
River district. The following Spring on June 2, 1895,
Bishop Joel Miller decided not to withhold the blessing
of the Communion Service from his congregation fdf a

longer period of time. .On the abovementioned date

T 82. Deachy, Alvin M., Tetter dated March 3, 1950,
Topeka, Indlana. Beachy, Tewis M., letter dated Karch
1950, Oakland Yaryland.
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services were held at the Miller Meetinghouse (later i
¥aple Glen), and about sixty-three members partook of
the Tord's Supper.83 In order to avoid any further ag-
gravation of the strife Bishop ¥iller strictly observed
the boundry line of the districts and allowed no ons
from the Pennsylvania side to particiﬁate in the Com-
manion Service. But the Penﬁsylvéniasﬁrethren were un-
yielding. They would not have Bishop Joel_to conduct ¥
their Communion Service unless and until he instltuted : i
- the reforms which they had requested; and their own i
 bishop, lanassa Beachﬁ, was too 111 to lead them. Cn
June 5, 1895, he died. .His obltuary states that™he had

been sick for some time and was deranged".84

Theresfter the Pennsylvania brethren were without
a shapherd of the flock, but they would not have Joel
Miller assist them, Instead they asked two men from a .i
distance to come and conduct their Communion Service.
The two men who came were Joseph Witmer of Davis County,
Indisna, and Cornelius 5. Beachy from ¥idlsnd, Virginis. .
On June 26, 1895, these two ministers conducted é g

83, From memorandum compiled by Joel J. Miller and
copied by Jonas B. Miller, his son, in 1934 at Grants-
ville, Maryland. Made available to the writer through
the courtesy of .the latter ln July, 1949.

84. Obituary Column, op.cit., Herald of Truth,
(July, 1895), p. 207. The Tetter written by L.M.Beachy
of Oskland, Maryland stetes that Msnassa wes paralyzed
before his death, which mey indicate that he had a stroke.
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communion Service for the Pennsylvania Amish in the Flag
Run Meetinghouse. They were not &s considerate as Miller
nad been four weeks earlier, for they now declared the
boundary betweeh the distriets to be null and foid and
allowed thirty-four members formerly numbered with the
' Maryland congregation to participate in the service.85

| In the fall of 1895 on the third day of November
Joél ¥Miller's congregation again held a Communion Serv-
1ce at the Miller Meetinghouse, and this time they did
not so rigidly honor the boundary 1ine of the two dis-
tricts. As a result of this more lenient policy fifty-
five people who were formerly numbered with the Penn-
sylvania side were admitted to the Communion Service of
the ¥eryland congregation. ' '

The Pennsylvania brethren again retaliated by call-

ing ministers Witmer and C. 8. Beschy to conduct the
Comrunion Service for those who were dissatiafied with
Miller's leadership. This service was held November 17,
1895, in the Flsg Run Meetinghouse, at which time Moses
D. Yoder, who had formerly been & minister on the Mary-
land side, was ordained by the visiting minlisters as
bishOp in the Pennsylvania district of the River

85, Eiller, Joel J., memorandum, OD. cit., July,
1949,
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I'congregation.86 Thus the River congregation, which had

endured for more than a century snd had survived the

hardshlps of ploneer days as a true "community in Christ®,

found itself a "house divided”,

The Pennsylvania Amish-continued to have full fel--
lowship with the 0ld Order Amish in other areas of the .
United States, while Niller's congregation became inde~
pendent and remained so until 1912, 1In thet yesr Miller
and his congregation affilisted with the Conéervative
Amish ¥ennonlte Conference. The second annual meeting

of this Conference was held at the Maple Glen Meeting-

- house near Grantsville, Maryland, on Hay 27 and 28, 1912, 87

The congregation has been active in the Conference since.
that time and has grown in strength., 4 complete history
of the 4mish in the Castleﬁan River regio; should devote
more space to the growth and developmént.of fhe Conserva-
tive Amish Mennonite Conférence than the present work
allows,

After the division of 1895 the Pennsylvania Amish

were faced with a new problem, namely, what should be

86, Ipigd. T _ -

87. Hilstory of the Amish Mennonite Conference (Con-
servative), (Scottdale, Pennsylvania, 1995), p. 2. No
author indlcated on this ipamphlet.. which 1s a compila-
tion of the proceedlings of the Conference, covering the
period from 1910 to 1925,

’.



their sttitude toward members who left their congfega-

tion to affilizte with the Miller congregation, but
against whom no other offehaa conld be charged? Esrlier
practice in Somerset County, &s seen by the Discipline
of 1809, had been to regard as apostste persons all mom-
bers who left the Amish Church to join other churches, |
and éillsuch were to be'consideréd as subjects for the
npan® .88 Apparently there wes some difficulty in en-
forcing this decision, for the first afticle of the Dis-
eipline of 1837 reads: o '

IIt is noted that decline has set in becsuse the ordinance
of Cod in the metter of the ban is greatly neglected.
Decided that seperation and shunning are to be practiced
:ggi;gr§égndgio:gg;;?§9ones witﬁou§ regard of person,

' The Pennsylvenia Amish were now confronted with a
situation thet had not previously existed in the county
snd was not covered by earlier practice. Previgusly there
had been only one Amish Church in the Castlemen River e
region., After 1895 there‘were two. Esilier disciplines i
had dealt with those who left the Amish Church to unite _;
with other denominations, usually the Mennonites, but B
not with a situation such as the Pennsylvania ﬁmish now |
VIII52§6. gfn%:;;i%%;%%gii’Mg?nonigg.Quarterly Reyiaw,
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confronted. There 18 reliable evidence that at the time

of M. D. Yoder's ordination to the office of bishop he
wanted the old ruling to apply in the new situation,

. and that Joseph Witmer, who ordained him, would not cone

sent to this, However, after Witmer returned to his
home in Indisna, he was frequently consulted by Yoder,
and his advice was so interpreted by Yoder to the con-
gregation that he succeeded in getting their unanimous
vote fhat all who left the fénnsylvania Amish to join
the congregation led by Joel Miller near'Grantsville,
Maryland, should be placed under the strict "ban®.%

90. This Information is gleaned from the Tile
marked "Letters of Importsnce", found among the personal
effects of Moses M. Beachy after his death in 1946. He
was bishop of the River congregation from 1916 to 1946,
In one letter dated April 19, 1923, J, F. Swartzendruber
from Kalona, Jowa, writes that he had heard Witmer say
both in private and in public thet he had opposed the
use of the strict "ban® against those who left the Penn-
Sylvania Amish to jJoin the Miller congregation when there
were no other charges against them. He further states
that Witmer wes much distressed when he learned that
Yoder had acted contrary to his advice.

Another letter dated May 4, 1920, was written to
the late R. M. Beachy of Meyersdale, Pennsylvania, by
the above Swartzendruber of Kalonma, Iowa, The letter
which is written in German was a reply to a letter
which R, ¥. Beachy had addressed to him esrlier, Beachy's
letter 1s no longer extant, but it dis plain to see
from Swartzendruber's letter that Beachy had asked him
elther to confirm or deny the report that Witmer had not
agreed to the strict "ban" at the time of M. D. Yoder's
ordination. Swartzendruber confirms this report with
great emphasis in the following words: '

| B
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Haturally this ruling could not well be applied to those
who wore members of Miller's congregation from the be~

ginning of the strife that ended in division, so 1£ was

"Ja ich kann volles Zeugnisz geben zu de® was du
schrelbst dasz Peter Breneman euch erzihlt hat, Ich
hrte Witmer dasselbe zweimal sehr kriftipg vor des Ver-
sammlung sagen. NatBrlich 2u zwel verschiedenen mal,
und zuvor hat er mir dasselbe in einem privat Gesprich,
sehr kréftig und eifrlch gessgt, in gegenwart von
gérderen mehr.® : '

A third letter written by the sbovementioned
Beachy to ¥r. and ¥rs, Jonss Ksufman at Arthur, I1lin-
ois, on Msrch 1, 1925, refers to & visit which he and
‘his first wife had wi&h the Peter Brenemsn's while on
a trip to Jowa in 1905, The letter states that during
the course of conversation Breneman, sn Amish minister,
asked Beachy who had introduced the strict "ban® among
the Axish of Somerset County, Pennsylvanis, whereupon
Beachy informed him thst they had done 1t themselves.
This seemed to come as a surprise to Breneman, who said
that Witmer had been severely eriticized for this aection
while on &8 visit to Jowe, at which time he denied eny
responsibility for the action taken and sald that the
unanimous vote of the congregation had been secured
nearly a year after he had last visited the Pennsylvenia
district of the River congregation. -

- R. ¥. Beachy wes able to confirm this denial of

- Witmer from a previous conversation with Joseph Kemp

of Indisna, who had come to Somerset County to visit.
- Kemp then asked how they, the Pennsylvania &Amish, cone
ducted themselves toward those who joined the Miller
congregation., Beachy replied that ban and aveidance
gre to be observed in 81l such csses. Xemp then asked
who instituted thls sand was told by Beachy that since
Wltmer had served them for some time in the capacity
of blshop, he must have been responsible. KXemp then
shook his head and said, "I know Witmer. If you will in-
vestigate that matter, I think you will find that Witmer
'did not advise you to take such steps." & record of this
conversation together with other events wss also found in
the ¥. M. Beachy file, . Apparently R. M, Beachy had in-
tended to write . a brief history concerning the Division
gf %gg?,_but was prevented from completing 1t by 111
ea . .
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agreedlthst enly those who left after & certain daté
should be considered subjects for the strict "ban" 91
From the available evidence 1t appesrs that K. D,
Yoder won the congregstion to his point of view either
by deliberate misrepresentation or else through serious
misunderstahding of the advice received from Witmer
tﬁrough ccrreSpdndence. In elther case he hsd tempor-
ardily swung the'congrégation-to his point of view, But
a peace secured in this manner was destined to be short

lived, as later events were soon to reveal.

G1. From a personal interview with ¥iss Annie W.
Beachy of Salishury, Pennsylvanis, s n July, 1950, Fld-
est daughter of the lete M, ¥, Beachy, Annie was bern -
in 189%, and recslls that the bitterness caused by the
division was sti1l a topic of conversation when she was

a young girl.




CHAPTER 1V
DAUCHTER COLONIES OF THE SBOMERSET COUNTY AMISH
A. The Holmes County, Ohlo, Settlement

Before going on to the later events referred to in
the last sentence of Chapter III, it seems appropriate
to discuss briefly the role which Somerset County, Penne-
sylvenis played in the westward migrstion of the Awmish
FNot only was Somerset County the first dsughter colony
of the old Berks County settlement, but it was also the
starting point for the lzter westward migrations of the
Amish.l The 4mish pioneers who settled in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania, were a restless lot. The virgin
forests of the Somerset County hills had scarcely been
brought under cultivation until these ploneers were on
the march sgein, this time westward into the Ohio Terrl-
tory.

It has not been possible thus far to identify posi-
tively the first Amish to arrive in Chio, It is known

from various sources that in the year 1808 a8 Jacob Miller,

sometimes referred to as "Yockle" Miller, and his two sons,

1. Smith, C. H,, The Mennonites, (Berne, Indiena,
1920), p. 216.
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Jacob and Henry, settled in Holmes County, Ohio, near
the present village of Sugarcreek.2 This date and the
characters mentioned in it are well esteblished, ﬁut
the identity of Jacob Miller, father of Jacod and Henry,
remains shrouded in mystery. One tradition says that
gt the time he left for Chilo he was already a minister
_1n Somerset County. Another tradition says that he was
a biéhop in Somerset County. The only Jacob Miller in
Somerset County who is known to have been e minister
settled near the present village of Springs in 1781,
This Jacob Miller was the father of Benedict Miller,
who later became bishoﬁ of the River congregation.
There is no written evidence that Benedict's father had
efer been a biShOp ih Somerset County, end it is there-
fore possible that the Jacob Miller who went to Ohlo in
1808 with his two sons,lJacob and Henry, was also the
father of Benedict. | _ .
An earlier reference to Benedict Miller cited a tra-
dition which réfers to him as riding to Holmes County,
Ohio, on horseback to minister to the Amish community
there. This would not have been necessary if tﬁe'elder

sp————

5. 1bid., p. 216, Bee also, Gungerich, J. D.
wEinige forkiinden der ersten Amische Ansiedlung in dnio,n
Herald der Wahrheit, (November 15, 1912), p. 306, Pub=
Yished st scottdale, Pennsylvania,
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Jacob ¥i{1ler hsd himself been 8 bishop. Another tradi-
tion'connectad with Benedict Miller stetes that he him-
celf had planned to remove to Ohio, but that he was or-
dsined to the office of bishop 4in the River congregation
before he was. ahla to carry out his plans. After his or=-

dination 1t is said that he felt he should remain &t his

post of duty, and he told the elder Jacob and his two ﬁﬁ

sons to proceed without him.3
A note from L. A. Eiller of Arthur, Il1linois, glves !

the informstion thet the elder Jacob assisted his two. i
gons in the erection of two rude log cebins, sfter which iy
' : M

he returned to Somerset County on horseback and then It
il

sgain returned to chio. In the f£811 of 1808 he returned o
to Somerset County and the following year moved to Chlo |
himself. L. A. Niller gtates thet this Jacod ¥iller was
his grest-grandfather on nis mother's side, snd sdentifies
\in as "Bishop Yockle ¥iller".4 Whoever this Jacod ¥iller
may have baen, he was apparently the of ficially appointed
leasder of an exploration party that hed been sent out by
“the Amish of Somerset County in the summer of 1807 to lo-

cate B8 place for a colony in Iows.

This perty travelled ‘down the Ohlo River from Pittsburgh

Tom the csrd 56 of Dr. Alta SChrock, Coshen,

Indiana, July, 1990.
4, Miller, L. A., letter dsted April 8,,1950.

-
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and up the Mississippl to Towa where observations on sev-
eral sites were made but no declsion reached upon & place
for settlement. On thelr return the party travelled over-
land through I1linois, Indiana snd Ohlo. They passed
through present-dsy Holmes County and were impressed by
4ts fertile valleys, its springs of clear cold water and
the general resemblance of_the region to their home 1n
Pennsylvenia enticed them,?
Apparently the findings of this explorétion;party resulted
in Jacob Miller's decision to move to Ohio the following -
'year. _ | |

" In the spring of 1810 Susanna Miller, daughter of
Jacob Miller, became the f£irst child to be born of Amish
parents in the state of Ohloc. In the winter of 1811 on
January 12 there was born to Mr. and Mrs. Jonas Miller,
who had come from Somerset -Couniy a year earlier, & son
'whom they named Moses. Moses Miller was the first male
child to be born of Amish parents in Chio. In 1835 this’
game Moses Miller was ordained as a minister In the Amish
Church, and twelve years later he was ordained a bishop

ih the same denomination.6

A1lthough the pioneer settlers were harassed by the Indlans.

for some years after permanent settlement began, the hills
and valleys produced abundent crops and famine was un-
known., Among the early arrivals in Holmes County were
Jonas Miller, Jacob and Joseph Mast, Charles Yoder and

B, Fletoher, L. R., "The Amish People of Holmes
Countyz Ohioj & Study in Humsn Geography," an unpublished
Master’s Thesis, Ohio State University, p. 8-9,

6. Gungerich, op,clt,, Herald der Wahrhelt, (Nov-
ember 15, 1912), p. 303.

h O
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Jacob Stutzman, membegs of the Amish feith from Somerset
County, Pennsylvania,

The first Amish church service in Ohio was conducted
at Bhanesville in Tuscerawas County by Jacob Miller in
1810,8 There is no indiestion in our sources as;to what
type of chu:ch service the one referred to above was, g
Only one of our sources states positively that this Jacob g
Hillér was a bishop at the time he moved to Ohio. If he . | i
was not a BishOp, then 1t 1is fossible thet the Amish bishop,
Benedict Miller of the River congregation, did occasion- . o
81ly visit the Chio colony to administer Commuhioh or per- i
form marriages or any of the other duties usually assigned ﬁ
to & bishop in the Amish Church. A4s the bishop residing i
nearest the new colony, he would logically have been the |
mgn'to whom the Eolony would have appealed if a situation
should have arisen with which the local ministers were un=
able to cope. While the records of those early years of
the Amish in Ohio are very fragmentary, the results of

; their pioneer efforts sre still bearing frult. Today the

" colony which was started by Jacob Miller ard hls two sons

| .has grown until 1t now numbers approximate1y 3500‘peOpla
and embraces the eastern third of Holmes County snd

ﬁ:__?letcher,-og, cit., p. 42, Source given as Karsh,
H. P., in Standsrd Atlas of Holmes County, Chlo.
I é. Bid , p. 9- I )

-
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adjacent parts of Wayne, Stark snd Coshocton Counties.9 &

B. The Indiana Colonles o

Fortunately the records 6f the first settlement of g
the Amish in Elkhart and Lagrange Counties, Indiana, have
" been better preserved than those of the Holmes County,

Ohio, settlement. As frequently happens'among the Amish,
this is due to a keen interest in family history. The i
Amish have produced more family histories than any other
type of literature since their arrival in America. It is
to this interest in personsl family history and to the
1arger interest in general Amish Mennonite hiStofy that
 the writer 1is indebted for much of the information which
here follows, |

? It was in the year 1840 that the action wag taken _
which was later to result in thé coming of the Amish to
Elkhart ;nd lagrange Counties, Indiana. In that year the i
.Conemaugh Amish congregation located in the vicinity of -
the present city of Johnstown, Permsylvania, sent four i
men to the West on a tour of investigation.10 These men

were Daniel S. Millerj Joseph Miller, & minister; Nathan

9, JIbid,, p. 1l. -

10. Bontrager, E. J., letter dated April 2, 1950,
Shipshewanna, Indisna. Bontrager states that Deniel Miller
was @ brother to Joseph Miller, signed as minister of the
Conemaugh congregstion in the Discipline of 1837.
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Smiley snd Joseph speicher.1l These four explorers fol-
lowed much the_semé route that héd been followed by the
explorstion perty of the River congregstion in 1807.
Iike their kinsmen in 1807, these Amigh men of 1840 went

first to‘Pittsburgh,'where they took a boat down the Chlo

River.

They went by boat 811 the way to Cairo, 111inois, whence
they proceeded 2long the ¥ississippi to Burllngton, Iowe.
Then they travelled by foot through Henry, Washington
and Johnson Counties in Iowa. Returning through Illin-
ols they stopped at 2 small town cslled Chicago, vhere
they crossed lake Michigan and entered the 8%, Joseph
River by boat. The 1atter part of thelr trip to Indlana
they mede. on Foot. The land arcund Coshen appealed
styongly to them, With 2 favorable report on Elkhart
County Iggiana, they returned to Somerset County, Penn=
sylvania. ‘

is @ result of the report brought beck by these four
explorers four families Iéft the Conemaugh congregatibn
in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, to settle in Elkhart
County; Indiens, 4in the spring of 1841, Bishop E11 J.
Bontrager of Shipshewana, Indisn3, tells the stoxry of
their journey in such an interestling fashion.that it seers
best to let him tell it In his own words.
The first Amish in the settlement in Elkhart and Lagrange
Counties caeme from Somersel County, Pennsylvenia, from

nesr Johnstown, Johnstown was founded by a certain Jos-
eph Johns or (S8chsntz). The daughter of this Joseph

1. JohnS, 1. Sey "ROTLY Fmish Settlers in Indlana
and Clinton Frame Church History," Nenpon Ristorical
1342), p. 1
-

tetin, I¥I, No. 3 “Scottdale, (Eeptember,
Billes? mad., 5. L.
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Johns becsme the mother of the heads of two of the first i
four families that settled here, viz., Joseph and Chris- k
tian Bontrager.

on June 3, 1841, four femilies left their former homes to S
settle in Indisna. They were Joseph ¥iller &nd family, i
his brother Daniel Miller and family, consisting of his H
. second wife snd several stepchildren besides his own, dea- '
con Joseph (known as Sep) Bontrager and family, and his
brother Christian and family, a total of twenty-four souls.

They came with four two-horse wagons and three one-horse
rigs. They had to pass to the north of the almost impass=-
able Black Swamp through southern ¥ichigan, passing I
through White Pigeon and through Middlebury to Coshen, N
Indiana, where they settled temporarily. They later sei- !
‘tled farther east in lagrange County. The following
spring eight more famlllies came from the northern part

of Somerset County to this new settlement. In the fall
of this year, 1842, eight familles arrived from Holmes
County, Ohlo. _ : - :

In the following years many more came f{rom the vicinlty
of Johnstown and from Ohio, so that by 1876 there were
three districts. A desire for cheaper and more level
land was the main cause for emigration from Pennsylvania
to Indiana, although some disagreements within thelr col-
ony was a minor cause. .

In 1890 there was still a small colony of Amish left in 3
the Johnstown vicinity conslsting of sbout a dozen mem- |
bers, including one minister, and he was an ordained
bishop. (See footnote 13,) Several years later the col-
ony was igtinct through death and & few leaving the
country.

I. 5, Johns 1n the article referred to sbove states
.that the original party stopped for one week in Heolmes
County, Ohlo, after which they proceeded to Goshen over o

i3. Bontrager, L. 4., l2tter dated June 6, 1950, o

. Shipshewanna, Indiena, when he was in his eighty-third g
year, It 1s known from the earlier study of the Cone- ol
maugh congregation that the bishop referred to in this .
letter was Moses B, Miller. ‘

L B
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the route indicated by Bontrager: According to Johns

- this party of twenty-four souls arrived in Goshen on

June 29, 1841, after twenty-six days of travel,l4

'The Bontrager letter stated that these first set-
tlers remsined only temporarily at Goshen. This is sup- -
ported by the obituary of Joseph Miller, which says that
he died in Lagrange County, Indiana, on October 12, 1877.

The account goes on to say that he was ordained as bishop

in 1848, B
which office he faithfully fulfilled until his endi in
ning

" teaching, establishing new congregations, and orda

ministers in the vineyard of thi5Lord. He was the first

Amish preacher in this section.

This original Amish settlement in Indiana has since
grown tp be one of the larger ones in the United States,
even though many Amish of this settlement became Menno-
nites when the Amish Mennonites and the Mennonites of the
Indisna~-Mlchigan Conference mefged in 1917.16 The 01d
Order Amish in this area are at present divided into
thirty-one districts and number about 2790 baptized
adilts,17 |

74, Johns, Ops Cit., P. 2.

15, Obituary Column, op. cit., Herald of Truth, XIV,
No. 11;'p. 181. .
16.

Johns, op, cit,, p. 2. :
17. Bdntrggar, E. J., letter dated August 29, 1951,

Shipshewanns, Indiana.




C. The Johnson County, Iowa, Colony

In the first westward movement of the Amish from
Somerset County, Peﬁnsylvania, the pioneers were largely
suppliad by the River congregation. In the second west-
ward migration of the Amish from this territory the plon-

eers were supplied by the Conemaugh congregation. These
were given in such large muwbers that their migration @ﬁ
was & major contributing factor to the extinction of the N
colony in about 1900, In the third westward migration iﬁ
-of the Amlish from Someréet County, the River congregation .
again provided the earliest settlers. Some of these hed,

however, moved to the River congregation from the Glade
congregation in northern Somerset County to what is now
Johnson County, Iowa, Among these Johnson County, Iowa, B
pioneers was Joseph J. Swartzendruber from Allegheny |
County, Maryland. Allegheny and Garrett Counties, Mary- h I
land, were an integral ﬁart of the Amish settlement in :
the Castlemen River region, though they lay south of the 'ﬂ
Mason and Dixont's line, ' , | 1&
In the summer of 1845, four years after the Elkhart |
and lLegrange Coﬁnties, Inﬂiana, settlement, Joseph J.
Swartzendruber and his half-brother, Daniel P. Guengerlch
- from Failrfield Couhty, Ohio, went on &8 land exploration . 

| B
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: trip to the Iowa territory. They travelled by steamboet ' .E
% as fsr ss Keokuk, Iowa, snd then overland to the vicinity - @ﬁ
E; of Kalona where they bought some lend, ' ﬁ
g - ' ' i
. Joseph Swartzendruber then beceme discoursged and in the i
a8 £511 of 1846 went back to Grantsville, Maryland, his cold 4
»  home, The following winter he married, His mother-in- I
- law did not want them to move away while she yeb 1lived, i
3 so they settled on the Forks Mountain in Marylend and R
3 cleared 8 farm which caused smch hard labor., His Hickory |
b Crove tract in JIowa lay fdle ti1l %n the year 1856 when Iy
© he moved to Iowa snd ocoupied 1¢,15 ;

The first Amish church in Iowa was formelly organized
in the spring of 1851 with twenty-seven members, Eleven g
families from Meryland (Castlemén River region) had.moved ﬁ
into the settlement in that yesr.19 The organization of
. a congregation 1n 1851 was mede possible by the arrival
of Jecob Swartzendruber, who had siéned the Discipline of

PPy RS ke

1837 gs & minister of the Gléde congregatlon in Somerset |
ﬁ.[ County, Pepnsylvania.zo This Jacob Swartzendruber had

. been ordained ss & minlster in the Amish Church at Venger-

fo, Ve T R
T T

inghausen, wsldeck, Cermany, in 1826 when he was only
twenty-six yesrs old. He served as a minister there until

1833 when he emigrated to Somerset Coﬁnty, Pennsylvanis,

——{8. " Guengerich, 6. D,, "A Brief History of the Amish
Settlement in Johnson County, Iowa," The Mennonlte Quer-

terly Review, Coshen College, (oshen, Indisna, 11T, No, 4,
(October, 1929), p. 243-245, .
19. Ib;go, P 243-245- :

20. Pender, op, cit., Yennorite Luarte 1y Review !;
VIII, No. 2, (April, 1934), p. 95, .
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21, Bender, o yegnonite Quarterily Review,
XX, ¥o. 3, (July, 1946;, p. 2,

PR

as a parried men.2l Here he remeined until 1840 when he | A
moved to the vieinity of Grsntsville, Maryland, and be- o
came 8 minister in the River congregation. In 1851 he ;
moved to Johnson County, Iowa, where he residédhat the ¢
time of his desth in 1868.22 In 1852 Jacob Swartzen- S
druber was ordeined bishop of the &mish in Johnson County, \

. Jowa, snd thus became the first imish bishop to be or-

dsined 1n the state of Yows.23 From the time of his i
birth in Germeny in 1800 until the time of his death in o
Johnson County, Iowa, in 1868, Jacob- Suartzendruber hed - f
thrice become & pioneer for the asske of his religious cone |
victions, |

In 1866 Abner Yoder, who had forrerly been s bisho§
in the Clade congregation in Somerset County, also jéined
‘the Iowa settlement.24 Thus for a period of two years

Jacob Swertzendruber, who had served ss minister in the

22,

23. Swartzendruber letter, op, cit., March 20, 1950.
Note: The H, S. Bender publication referred to above says
that the Amish Church in Johnsen County, Iowa, was organ-
1zed in 1864, However, D, B, Swartzendruber W8S & great- : E
grandson of Jacob, and the information he sent was gathered i
from personsl notes left by his great-grandfather. The i
earlier date would seem to be the correct one for the es- -
tablishment of the Amish Chureh in JTowa,

24, Bender, MEnnongte Qgg;terlx Review,
XX, Wo. 3, (July, 8135,
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Glade congregation under the leadership of Christlan Yoder,
Sr., as blshop, snd leter under his son Christian Yoder,
Jrey labored in Jowa with Abner Yoder, great-grandson of
the Amish bishop under whom Swartzendruber hsd begun his
ministry in imerica.27 There 1s evidence that these two
men knew each other well and they occasionally conferred
with each other on matters of importance, Swartzendruber
in his epistle of 1865, addressed to the imish ministers'

conference in Holmes County, Ohio, wished to have Abner

Yoder's opinion on certain questions that are dealt with

in the epistle.26 Abner Yoder continued to serve as
bishop of the Amish in Johnson County, Iowa, until his
death in 1883.27 - '

Today this Amish colony in Iowa, which in 1851 had
twenty-seven members, has gfown 1n size until it consists
of six districts and about 1000 baptized adults.28 Be-
sides the 014 Order Amish in the area, there are several
thriving congregations of the Conservatlve Amish Mennonite
Conference and one congregation of the newly formed "Heachy

Amish Mennonite Chﬁrches";

25’ Swe rEzondruber “1etter, op, cit,, Merch 20, 1950.

: - Bender, g, cit., Mennonlte Quarterly Beview,
’ XI, NOo 3’ (July, ’ p. 225,

P B Rk el e L

27,7 1Ibid., p. 5
28, Willer, J. H., letter dated August 2, 1951,

Xalona, Iowa.
f.
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" the largest number cdming from the River congregation.

89

. D, The Moultrie and Douglas Countles, Illinois, Coleony

In the first and second westward migrations of the.
Ami#h from Somerset County the River and Conemaugh con- i
gregﬁtions supplied the pioneers for the new frontiers. D
In the third westward migration the Glade snd River cone :
gregations shared in furnishing the pioneers, apparently :ﬁ

The second and third migretions were fatsl to the Cone- Ah
maugh and Glade congregations, or at least contributed ”
to their extinction‘at a later date. The River congrega-
tion survived to provide ploneers for a fourth westward
migration and raﬁsins in existence at the pfesent time,
though the original tree has been split into three dif-
Yerent branches. '
. The fourth westward migration of the Somerset County
A@ish begen in 1864 when two men in the River congregation
tired of the rather strenuoﬁs Jabor which this region had

'always exacted from those who would be successful farmers.

These two men were Bishop Joel Beachy of Grantsville,

Maryland, and Moses Yoder of Summit Mills, Pennsylvania.29

"Grantsville_is at the extreme southern end of the territory

. 29, From an unpublished manuseript giving an account
of the Moultrie and Douglas Countles, I11lnois, settlement
written by L. A, Killer of Arthur, I}11nots in 1922, end
sent to the writer by request in March, 1950. , _

r

-



- evidence has heen found.
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' ealled that Joel Beachy had been ordsined a bishop on

% N

covered by the River congregation, while Summit ¥Mills is w?

in the northern end of the éettlement, It will be re-

the Merylend side of the River congregation in 1854.
¥oses Yod&r was the. son of Yost H., Yoder, snd Yost H. mey
have been the minister who signed his neme to the Discl-
pline of 18373°g1$ng with Benedict Miller and Hennes . - =
Gingrich as ministers in the River congregstion.. The

lstter, however, is & conjecture for which no written g

¥hen Beachy and Yoder started westward in June of
1864, Beachy was thinking of Wisconsin es & possible home '
and Yoder, of Rissouri. ‘Tt was not until thelr return
that they declded to settle in the state of Illinois.
They arrived at Pans, Illinois, on & Sunday where they
rested. Durlng the day they walked from Pane to Onega,
Il1inois, and noticed thaf the country appeared to be fer-
tile. On Monday they took s‘trainlto ¥attoon, Iliinois,
and from there walked a distance of fourteen miles to.
Arcola. Here they met Joel Smith, who took them on &
tour of the county. The two wen 1likoed what they saw of
the terrain, but decided not to make any purchase until

35. Willer, L. A., letter doted Narch &, 1950, i
Arthur, Illinois. _ ' E
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they. had seen the ssme territory in late summer.3l

Thelr tour of investigation over, Beachy and Yoder
returned to thelr homes in Pennsylvania and Maryland
where they remained until Beptember. In the same month
they returned to Illinois slong with two other men, Dan=
10l ¥iller and Daniel ‘0tto, both from Sumzit ¥ills, Penn-
sylvania, On this second trip they travelled west of ar-'
cols to the west ‘side of the river to the region known
as the "West Prairie“ Here Daniel Killer bought 160
acres which he rented to Dan;el Otto, and then returned
to Somersel County,-Pennsylvahia.' In November of the same
year he returned to pay for the purchase which he had made,
and then decided to buy the Henry Cosler farm in sddition.
Moses Yoder, Deniel Miller and Deniel Otto, with their
families, settled permanently in this new locality in the
spring of 1865, arriving in Illinois on Werch 3 of thet
year.32

Bishop Joel Beachy never moved to Illinois permanantly.
It 1s not known whether he returned st all after this sec-
ond exploration trip of 1864, FHe died at his old home
near Grants#ille, ¥arylend, on June 8, 1894, at the age
of seventy-eight.33 His body wss buried in the family

| §%: ggg;?f,p?r;ﬁé’ menuscript, oD, ¢it.s Pe 1
3. Onagey, op. clt., p. 174-175.

ity
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cemetery where his grave mey st{11 be seen on the farm now
owned by Irvin E, Yoder of near Grantsville, Mafylagd.

Fhile Joel Beachy himself never moved to Illinois,
‘his son, Daniel, did. The time of his removal to the
present-day arthur, Illinois, is not known, It 1s known
that he was ordaeined as a minister there 1n 1881 and as 8
bishop in 1885. 1In 1922 he was the oldest minister and
bishop then 1living in the community.3%

" By 1927 only two.of the first Amish immigrants to
Illinois-remained alive?sbut the colony which they had
founded bhad grown to‘be larger than the colony from whence
they had'9ome.' Emigrants hed kept coming to this new
Apish colony from various places in such large numbers
that it was necessary to divlde the settlement into two
districts in 1888, One district wes known as ﬁhe D. J.
Beachy or Moultrie Countﬁ district, while the other was
known as the D. J. Plank or Douglss dounty district.

By December 7, 1902, it was found necessary to divide the
Douglas County district a second time, and the same was

true for the Moultrie County district In 1906. In 1922

3%, ®iller, L. h., manuscript, op, clt., P, A,

35, Obituary Column, Herald der Wahrnelt, Scottdale,
pennsylvania, (April, 1927), p., 240, Obltuary of Daniel
¥, Yoder, son of Moses Yoder, immigrant of 1865 from Summit
Mills, Pa, Daniel wes born July 22, 1852, in Pennsylvania
and ceme to Illinois when a lad of thirteen. Levl Yoder, 4
brother, snd Mrs. Ben Schrock are mentioned as the two re-

meining immigrants in 1927.

1hi
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" the northern half of Douglas County district was sgain diw

vided. The colony hed grown from three familiés to eight

districts in-a period of less thﬁn sixﬁy-yeara.36 Today

there are eight distriects in this territory which are

'serv@d’by eight bishops, eight deacons snd sixteen mine

isters.37 The exact number of baptized sdults 18 appar-

entl:,f unknown, : ' | : |
The capacity of the Somerset County Amlsh for plon- :

esring is truly remarkable. whan it is rememhgrea that

thelr pioneering days lasted for more thah half a century,

1808 to 186%, during which time the Somerset County amish

were pioﬂeers in Ohio, Indiana, Iowa and I1linols, the

wonder is not that two congregations 1n'50merset County

‘should have become extinct, but rather that any should

have survived, One congregation did survive; however, :

and it was also to play s ploneering role among the Amish

~ of Amerlcs, though it 41d so withaut changing 1ts geograph-

ical location}' This congregation has since become the

mother of the varibus_Beachy Amish Mennonite churches that

are Scéttered through Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indisns, JIowa

and Virginia, The story of their rise and development ]

will be the theme of Chapter V in thls study.

i 36, #iller, L. &,, menuscript, cit.y p. 3.
37. ¥iller, I.. &,, letter dated August 3, 1951.
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CHAPTER V

THE RISE AKD DEVELOPMENT OF THE
BEACHY AMISH MENNONITE CHURCHES

A. Ma jor Reasons for the 1927 Division

The events which led to the division of 1927 on the
Pennsylvania side of the River congregation had their
originlin the incldents of i895 and 1896, After the divi-

" sion of 1895 Bishop Moses D, Yoder, leader of the con-
servative wing, gained the unanimous consent of his con-
gregation to plece under the striet "ban" 211 who left
to join the Marylsnd or Miller congregatlon after & cer-
tain date. It has already been noted that Yoder was able
to persuade his congregatibn to take thls position, only--

because he elther deliberately misrepresented the advice

% received from Bishop Joseph Witmer through. correspondence
g; or because he grossly miéunderstood this adyica.

; fn Suppoft of Bishop M., D, Yoder's position 1t should
%, be said that the weight of earlier tradition, both within
%_ the state of Pennsylvanls and in Somerset Counfy, was on
3 the side of the strict "ban" for all who left the Amish

§  “to unite with any other denomination., This had been the

94
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£irst article in the Discipline of 1809.1 In the Disci-
pline of 183?; which was drswn up at a conference con-
sisting only of the ministers of the Amish congregations
within Somerset County, the importance of the strict "hant
as a means of maintaining s vigorous church, also re-
ceives first place. The conference noted that decline had
set in beceuse of the neglect of God's ordinsnce in the.

"ban", end decided that thereafter the "ban" should be

observed ¥ithout regard of person whether gan or woman.2
Apparently the ministers who attended the 1837 conference
rglt that there had been a tendency to be too lenient
when cases arose where women became subjects for the
strict “bén“.

There are also references to other Amish ministers!
conferences held in Somerset Countydt which very strict
action was taken in regard to recelving members into the
Amish Church from other denominstions. Jacob Swartzen-
druber in his epistlé addressed to the Amish ministers'
conference of 1865 refers to a ministers!' conference held
in the Glades, at which Amish ministers from Lancaster
County were also present 3 While no records of this 1830

1. Bender, cit Mennonite Quarterly Review,
ViII, No. 2 (Apri 3, p. 90.
2. Ihid.’ P a

3. Bender c Mennonite uarterlx Review
xx, No. 3, (Julz;,g%" 65‘5, p. 22, ’
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cogférence havelbéen found, 1t is almost certain that in
1830, or ﬁerhaps a 1ittle earlier, an Amish ministers'
conference was held in the Glade congregation which Amish
ministers from lLancéster County also attended. This 1is
Hknawn from an autoblography of David Beller, &n Amish
minister, who lived in lancsster County from the time of
his birth in 1786 until his death in 1871, Beller's
autoblography was written in 1862. In this he refers to
a miridsters! conference which was held in the Glades
' (Klatz) spproximately thirty-four years esrlier, which

would haeve been around the year of 1828.4 This may be the.

conference to which Jacob Swartzendruber referred in his

1865 epistle, Herein he mentions Christian Yoder, 5r.,

whom this study has revealed to have been the first resi-

dent Amish bishop of Somerset County end the author of
the fesolution which forbad the reception of Mennonites
into fellowship in the Amish Church unless they were
£irst rebaptized,? '

Bishop Moses D. Yoder may have been awé:e of this

~#, Beiler, D., sutobiography, written in 1862 in
lancaster County, Pennsylvenia., Now in the Mennonlte
Historical Library, Bluffton College, Bluffton, Ohio,
among the private papers of the late C. Henry smith,

%. Bender, og, c%t., Mennonite guarterlx Review,
X%, No. 3, (July, 94 y Do 2 2,
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tredition of strictness among the Amish in the Somerset g
County of the past and possibly felt that he was contend-

e e

ing for the "faith of the fathers" by reinstating the "ban"

in his congregation. Whatever his method or motive may

have been, his success was destined to be rather short-

A TV T e
T T Eoatt i

‘1ived. He had been ordained as bishop of the Pennsylvania

i
? district of the River congregation in 1895, and by 1916 | | %
%} 111 heslth forced him to pass the reins of leadership to E
g a younger and mb?e tolerant men. This man was Moses M. -jﬁ
? Beachy, third son of Bishop anassd Beachy, who had pre- E
i ceded Yoder as the spiritual leader of the Pennsylvania |
E Amish in the Castlemsn River reglon. Moses Beachy had

%_ been ordained as a minister in Yoder's congregation in

?% 1912, and four years later was ordained to the office of

bishop. Moses D, Yoder now became a sort of ﬁbishOp
- emeritus® until his death in 1927, but the actual leader-
ship of the congregation was in the hands of Bishop M. X.
Beachy after 1916,
The sform which had probably been brewing from 19056
when ﬁ. M. Beachy discovered that Yoder had misinterpreted
or misunderstood the advice from Witmer concerning the

strict "ban" btroke soon-after the new bishop came into

€. From the file merked "Letters of 1lmportancel] found }
among the personal effects of Bishop M, ¥. Beachy aféer his
death in 1946, nesr Salisbury, Pennsylvania,'
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power, Fortunately the records of that storm are fairly
clear. The incident which brought the‘storm into the open
was the remofal of 2 Mr, and ¥rs, John D, Yoder from
Bishop Beachy's congregétion to the ﬂhrylanﬂ or Miller -
congregation, which in 1912 had affilieted with the Con-
servative Amish Mennonite Conference. They were called
back to a congregationel ﬁeating to give explanations for-
their withdrawal, and gave as their reason the use of the
striet "ban" against those who left td join other churchés
‘when thers was no other accusation against them.” The
exact date of their withdrawal 1s not kﬁown, bﬁt the first
attempt to heal the dispute which arose as & result of
their removal was made in 192%. However, the difficulty

f

had exlsted at least two years prior to the first attempt

to resolve the differénces,
- A letter written on April 19, 1923, by Bishop J. F.
Swaftzendruber of Kalona, Iowa; to Bishop M. M. Beachy
reveals that the latter had previously written to Swartzen-
druber in the same month for advice on how to deal with
the’trouhlesoma situetion, It also reveals that Beachy

had written to Swartzendruber prior to this, and that on

7. Yoder, ¥. J,, memoranda on Division of 1927, Key-
ersdale, Pennsylvsnia, p, 1. Made available to the writer
through the courtesy of Mr, Yoder in July, 1949. In 1950
this was published as "Facts Concerning the Beachy 4. M.
Division." - ,

¥
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the first inquiry the latter evaded the Qﬁestion.a In
the letter of April 19 Swartzendruber explains that his - %
reason for evading the question earllier was the unanimoﬁs y
vote of thg congrqgation secured while ¥, D, Yoder.was |
* bishop to place under the strict "ban" 1l who left to N |
~ join the.ﬂaryland or Miller congregation. Swartzendruber . E
knew his Hennonite and Amish history well enough to know |
that the strict "ban® had been the cause of much strife
dﬁr%ng fhe days of Menno Simons and Dirk Philips.- He

contends in this letter that Article 16 of the Dortrecht
Confession 1ﬂtended to do away with the avoidance of

those whose only éffense was going to another faction.
Swartzendruber states in this letter that, so far as he
knew from the study of hiStorj,_the use of the 'strict
nhan" against those whose only offense was to Join another
denomination had alweys wrecked failure and havoc wherever
tried.? The fact that Blshop Beachy's congregation had . E
formerly voted unenimously to place under the strict "ban® |
all who left'to join the Mafyland congregation froubled
Swﬁrtzendrﬁber and he did not see how this earller vote of

ths congregation could be ehtirely set aside. It had, he

"B, &wartzendruber, J. F., letter dated April 19, 1923, z
Kalona, Iowa. With the "Letters of Importance” found among : i
the personal effects of M. M., Beachy after his death in 1946, 1
Mode svailable to the writer by Milton M. Beaschy of Salls- :

bury, Pennsylvania, . , g

9. Jlbid. : ki
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felt, been the vote of a group of believers who were cbey=
ing their conscience. But Swartzendruber was also awe e
that one's conscience mey change over a perlod of years,

and the sdvice which he gave to M. ¥, Beachy on an at~

" tached shest to the April, 1923, letter 1s s fine combin-
" ation of Christien cherity end common sense: A full

copy of the attached sheet is here included for that rea~

aon,

True Christian love, charity and forbesrsnce demsnds of
us thst we respect and regard our neighbors! rights,
conscience and convictions es much ss our owni &nd yet
our conscience is not infallible, it 48 as much as we
are taught or educated; if this teaching 4s infallible

then our conscience is--and only then is it & safe dic-~

tator to follow, but. everybody belleves himself to be
:ight, and will sometimes change theoerles end convice
ons.

Now, this being the casey, I think a safe and sane way
wou{d be to give the liberty and let each one folliow

the dictastes of hia or her own consclence; letting those
that think they would do wrong 1f they would not avold
them, avold them, and on the other hand, those that feel
thst they did wrong 4f they did avoid them; do not ine
sist that they should. - -

Be patient and bear-one-with another, come together and -
commune together, and give the Holy épirit a chance to
educate and work in our hearts, bring us closer together,

as we grow in grace and knowledge in the will eof the Tord, .

If Y understand thst unsnimous voice of the church, this

would not interfere with it at all, since they a1l agreed
to 1t, but there wes no provision made whatever, I1f they
shoulé change thelr convictions which 1s 1likely to occur
with the best of us, :

Now, dear brother, you may not be sble to hold the church

¥
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together by following the above methed, but if you take
thls stand you can feel that you did your duty in trying
to compromise. Compromising 1s not always best, but in
this ease 1t would be, end 1a the only thing that will
hold the church together, : :

I well know you are in close quarters, end to do this
you must teke a firm stend, be ezsy, mild and loving.

By a1 meens do not use hersh words and expressions, trye
ing with the help of Cod to be en exsmple of mildness,
forbesrance, meekness end humility; and induce the mem-
bers to the same., ,

N¥atters masy look dark to you end I tske from your letter
that you fear you would not accomplish much., It is right
thet this feeling should comes but I think with the above

~ plan you can feel yourself on safe prourd end on the Lord's
.8ide, and if the church has not drifted awey from God too

~ far through selfishness, the Tord will bless your efforts,
and may work wonders !hich will surprise you. Let the

Lord do i1t and only use you as sn instrument in his hand,l0

45 time went on end the local ministers were unsble
to resolve this dispute themselves, Amish ministers from
‘other localities were called in to help solve the aifri-
culty, nsmely, Ben Beiler and Gideon Stoltzfus from Ian-
cester County, Pennsylvania, Eli J. Bontrager from Ship-
shewanna, Indlana, and Joseph Schrock from Arthur, Illin-
ols. These four men came to Somerset County some time
"during the year 1925 et the request of Bishop M. M,
Beachy and his co-hinisters, Noah M. Yoder and Joseph J.
Todser, Two of these four men, Stoltzfus and Schrock, have
since died,ll

“10. ghia..
1950 11, Bontrager, E.J., letter, op.cit., dated March 2,

¥

end Beiler is presumably desd, 88 letters

Tert n M Il W oeme G
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addressed to him have brought no reply., Bishop Bontrager,
however, 1s alive and working actively in the 01d Order -
Amish Church in Lagrange County, Indiena. An extent let- .
ter which he wrote to D. J. Swartzendruber of Oakland, S
Barqund,iin elther 1926 or 1927 clearly indigates the 5
advice that-uas given to the Somerset County amish by _ &
these fcuf men on their 1925 visit, In this letter to
Swa;tzendruber Bontrager says that he had received S ﬁ
quite a long letter from 4, M. Beachy (at that time a min- | ;
i1ster in the River congregation) some time ago in which

he stated that he rather thinks we would be called back
g:mgagisgggezgighging?I%ce plain, sas thege seemed to be - %
Bontragér then goes on to say that he can hardly see how
their_advicé could have been misunderstood, though he sup- ' i
Iposas that they could have made 1t plainer. -He informs
Swartzendruber that he is sure the four men who were called-
were all agreed that a blanket "ban" for all who left the
Pennsylvania congregation to Join the Maryland congrega-
_tion was no longer worksble. Their c¢ounsel, he says, was
" to coﬁsidar each case separately, and then decide what

should be.done in a particular case, rather than to abide

- by one ruling which was to be applied in every case.

. iz, Bontreger, E. J., letter found in file marked .

- "letters of Importance" smong personal effects of M, M. i

~_Beachy after his death in 1946. This letier 1s & copy of b

" the original and bears no date, but Bontrager in a letter -

1?§%August 29,.1951, confirmed himself as writer in '26 or i
. |

- ) N
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This advice wes to be carried out In the following four

stepa:
. In every case thaet arises which segems to. need

attention, the ministers should first confer with each

other to see if it 1s their judgment that something

should he done, ,
2. 1f the ministers themselves think something

ghould be done, then they should firat come to a decision

- AmONg themselves gs to mhai that actlon should be,

3. Only after_the winisters had agreed among them-
selves-should they bring e particular case before the
congregation, with thelr own decision or opinlon regarded

es & recommendation for the course of action taken by

the congregation.
4, If the ministers themselves ecannot agree, nothing

should be sald to the congregation, such lack of sgreement

_among the ministers probably 1ndicating that the case was

not serious enough to demsnd the attention of the entire
congregation,l3

Bontrager and the other three ninisters were appar-
ently aware of the earlier unsnimous vote of the congrega-
tion to place under the "ban® all who left to join the
Haryland congragation;_and'they were also troubled by 1t.

13,7 ibid.
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They were aware that the four steps of preocedure as out-
lined above might possibly mean some deviation from the
method prescribed by the unanimous vote obtained while
Moses D. Yoder was still bishop; but they refused to ace
cept any responsibility :or'the changes that might oceur,
as the following lines from the letter plainly show:

We said that we would not want to give them an opinion
with any certain cases, or change their weys of dealing
or deciding certsin cases. But to tske all cases as I
have outlined above, and naturally by proceeding like

that, 1t may sutomatically change some of their foregone
conciusions in such matters as their former way of deal-

" 4ng with such as choose to worship with some other con-

gregation. But in case they egree to deal with such
cases as they formerly did no change will be made., &nd
that is what we meant by not changing it. But if by
dealing with the cases as we have advlsed, they come to
a different decision than formerly or cannot declde to
make a decision at all, that will change it., But we
will not, We leave it to them. 14

Thus the advice given to the Somerset County, Penn-

sylvania, Amish by these four visiting brethren was very

" similar to that given to Bishop M. M. 3eachy by J. F.
Swartzendruber of Kalons, Iowa, in his letter of April 19,

1923, Latér events prove that the course outlined by the

advice received from these two quarters was the course

‘which M. ¥, Beachy tried to follow in clearing up the dif-

ficultles that had arisen in connection with the "John D,

Yoder' Qasel) as it came to be known. However, he was

14? Ibid.
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prevented from following this course of sction by his co-~
ministers, Noah M, Yoder_and Jdoseph J, Yoder, who were
inclined to favor the strict position of the "bishop emer-
1tus" Moses D, Yoder. These men wanted‘ur. and ‘Mrs, John
Yoder to be placedAunder the strict "ban", but as the cone
gregation refused to giva 1ts unanimous conseént, Bishop
Beachy refused to comply with their request,l5

In his letter of 1926 or 1927 to Swartzendruber of
Oakland, Mhryland, E. J. Bontrager quotes 4. M, ‘Beachy
as saying that Nbah ¥. Yoder insisted that the advice
of the four visiting ministers had been to deal with
these who left to join other congregations exactly as
they had before, 1.e., placs them under the strict "bant,
end that to do differently they would need the unanimous
vote of the congregation. Bontrager says, "It never oc-
curred to me that any one could so construe thig, 16

Bishop Beachy tried for a full year to win his fel-
low ministers to the more tolerant view outlined in the
J. F. Swartzendruber lettef and to thet given in the ad-
vlice of the four visiting bréthren., When he finally saw
that his co-ministers Intended to be ss unylelding as

Jacob Amman himself had been, he decided to proceed as the

15, Yoder memoranda op,cit., p, 1.
50 12 Bontréger, ‘B3, letter, omicit., dated 1926 or
7 :

L
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congregation had been advised to, without the consent:of

Noah and Joseph Yoder or of Moses D, Yoder. On October

31, 1926, he made known his decision to the congregation.l?

Fortunately a summary of what he said on that date, a8
. well as the reaction of his fellow ministers to his in-

tended course of éction, has been preserved. That sum-

mery 1s included here with such editing as seemed necess-

. ary for the clear conveyanée of the thought contained in

the original for those not familiar with Pennsylvania

' German 3idioms, |
'On October 31, 1926, Mose took the privilege to state how

he intended to "keep house" (see footnote) or lead the

~ ehurch, He stated that he was blamed very much for not

punishing the disobedient, and that he knew many things
had gotten into the church during M. D, Yoder's time which

' were not permitted earlier; and that the same was true
during his father's and Joel Beachy's time as bishops, Be

also stated that M. D. Yoder did not punish one party
that he knows of and wondered why allowing some things
to go unpunished was so much worse than it had been pre-
viously. He 2lso said that in his father's time as well
as before there were some prohibitions that were not
obeyed, but the offenders went unpunished. BHe said the
men who were called to deal with the John D. Yoder case
refused to touch i1t and he calls the case closed. Why
not leave it to them and to God in regard to changing
churches, he asked, rather than to place them under the
ban and still leave it to them and to God, since we have
no direct Scripture for such sction? FHe said that he
would try to keep the church in order so far as other
ordinances were concerned, and that now was as geod a
time as any for those who had things that were forbldden
to get rid of them, He did not elaborate on what thesa
were but mentioned that some of the men were cuttlng
their hair rather short, snd thet the women were wearing

17. Yoder, W.J., memoranda, op,cit., p. L.
| B
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rather short fringes on their bonneis. He said that
things which were just as good one way &s another, we
ghould keep as we had them before. He sald that in
these tedious timeshe thought it best not to impose se-
vere punishment upon anyone, and that El1 Bontrager had
told him and L. ¥. Beschy that they would cause a split
in the church unless they allowed the John D. Yoder case
to drop. Mose said he would rather be a 1little too easy
than to punish without & right to do so and drive people
sway from the church., He sgid he wonders how many who
were members of the church would be worthy of keeping
under the ban those who left, 1f they examined their own
1ives closely. He said that he thought we should be
careful and that the o;ger ministers might express them-
selves if they wished, :

The resction of Bishop Beachy's co-ministers- to the
above propossl wa# decidedly in the ﬁegative. M, D, Yﬁder,
who by this time was very feeble, simply stated that he
did not understand-the'prOposal. Noah M, Yoder, who was

‘the son of ¥. D. Yoder, stated that in his opinion Bishop

Beachy was far from following the instructions of the four

visiting minisfers'by bringing this matter before the con-

gregation, He also sald that he had not known that the
preéiding bishop intended to bring the matter bvefore the
ocongregation, and that he did-'not ¥now what he himself
ghould say. He sald that the congregation probably thought
that fhe ministers had counseled over the mstter and were
in agreement witﬁ the prbcédure as outlined by the bishop,

which was not the case.

T8~ Ybid,; p. 2. Ln hmish bishop is frequently re-
ferred to as the "hquseholder“ or "housefather".

-f.
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Bishop Beachy then asked N. M. Yoder not to say that
he 314 not know the mstter was to be brought befofe the
congregation, as he had told them during the time the
ministers were in the councilroom on that very day. (See
footnote;) Under questioning from Bishop Beachy, N, M,
Yoder then admitted that this wes true. Joseph J. Yoder
- .then sald that the visiting brethren had been hindered
from'doing anything with the Yoder case while they were
present; Bisho§ Beachy repiied that he had insisted that
the visiting ministers should first clear up that case,
and that thare#fterlhe would be willing to consider any-
thing.nacessar} for the peace and progress of the church,
When the visiting brethren refused to commit themselves
on the Johﬁ D. Yoder case, Bishop Beachy refused to allow
any other matters to come up for consideration.l9
Nosh M. Yoder was right ﬁheﬁ he insisted that the
. presiding bishop was nﬁt'acting in accord with the advice
. of bresthren Beiler, Bontrager, Schrock and Stoltzfus by
presenting -his view to the congrégation. ‘Beachy must
have known his co-ministers well enough by that time to

realize that they would never sgree to his proposals, His

Note: The ministers' council meeting or "Abretn® is

an Integral part of every worship service. While the con-

gregation sings hymns, the ministers retire to a separate

room and there plan the order of service for the day. :
19, Yoder, M.J., memorands, op,ci}., p. £ R
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announcement - t0 the ministers as to what he intended to

tell fhe congregation on October 31, 1926, seems to have
been in the nature of a declaration of intended action,

rather then an attempt to gain a unified approach.

On the other hand, it must be remembered that
Beachy's cb—ministérs;_by their refusal to compromisé,
had driven him into a corner where he had either to ac-
cept the decision which the congrégation had made while
¥, D. Yoder was bishop or to strike out in a new direc-
tion. His decision to asppeal directly to the congrega-
tion was, therefore, not nasty or i1l considered, but
rather the action of & man who.refused to be maneuvered
1n£o a position where his own conduct; as well as that of
' his congregation, should be determined by a decision of
the past which time had ?roved.unwise.

At the conclusion of the October, 1926, meeting
‘Bishop M. M. Beachy announced that after the next church
service, which was to be held in the Flag Run ¥eetinghouse

on November 14, there would be a councll meeting (see foot-

note) of the members to decide whether or not the congre- i

gation should held a Communicn service. C. J. Swartzen-

" druber from Kempsville, Virginia, and D. J. Swartzendruber }ﬁ

' Note: & council meeting consists only of those who are o
beptized members and is usually held after a worship service. i)

r.
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{  grom Oakland, Maryland, were the visiting ministers at ﬁ
| the November 14 service to assist in the conduct of the ;
‘" council meeting. At the close of the church service, i
after those who ﬁeré not yet members of the congregation'
had been dismissed, Bishop Beachy again addressed himself

to the congregation.

He mentioned many things as he outlined to the congrega-
tion the manner in which he intended to "kee house”, He
- again mentioned that some men were cutting their hair too
short, end that some of the women were wearing gloves in
the summer time. He said that these things had been pro- A
hibited before and that they should remaln so now. He . g
said that since the automoblile would draw the line with .
the 01d Order churches he could not allow them, nor short i
dresses and weists among the women of the congregation, 5
‘Women's shawls, however, whlch had previocusly been worn "
in three-cornered style, might now be worm four-cornered,
since that would not interfere with their fellowship with

the 014 Order churches,

_ " After Mose had thus expressed himself to the membership,

. the vote was taken on whether or not they wished to ob- _
e serve the Communion service., But before the vote was token
Mose again told the members that he did not intend to place
Mpr, and ¥rs. John D. Yoder under the ban, and that the-

3 people must use their own judgment in their attitude to-

7. waprd the Yoders. He sald that so far &s he was concerned

v they had the liberty 80 unite with the other church if

- they cared to do 50, :

ITo the proposed course of action as outlined by Bishop
Beachy above Noah and Joseph Yoder would not agree. Joseph
. Yoder intimated that he thbught there were other issues ) ?
than the use of the strioet "ban" which should be investigated

§
3 20. Yoder, M.J., memoranda, op,cit,, p. 2,

¥-
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before going ahead with the Communion service. Under the
c¢lreumstances he said that he felt 1t would be wrong to

continue with plans for the Lord’'s Supper, and he was supe

'portad in his position by Noah M. Yoder. Despite the none-
" cooperative attitude of his co-ministers, Bishop Beachy
proceeded to tske the vote of the congregation on whether
or not they wished that s Holy Communion Service should

be observed, Ten of the brethren said that under the cir-
éumstaﬁcqs they would not perticipate. Thirteen of the
brethren said they were neutral on the question, and
twenty-one of the brethren expressed a desire for the Mem-
orial X¥eal, Aﬁong the women there was no objéctioﬁ what-
ever to helding the Communion service as proposed by the
bishop. 21

Though a clear majority of the congregatién had ex;

pressed themselves in favor of the Communion service, none
was announced by the bishop for the fsll of 1926. The
stelemate was allowed to continue until the following
spring. Then on April 3, 1927, at & council meeting held’
after a worship service in the Flag Run Meetinghouse
Bishop ¥. M, Beachy reiterated what he had said esrlier in
regarﬂ to how he thought he ought to "keep house™. At this

meeting tha vote of the membership was not taken nor was

51;. m-, p.. .




112

there any announcement of the Communion service. One
week later on April 10, 1927, an additionsl church serv-
ice wns'hgld st the Summit Mills Meetinghouse, and at
that service Holy Communion was announced for Sunday,
April i?, at the same place. When the worshippérslcame
together for this occasion, théy were prevented from
observing the Lord's Supper as had been announced because
of dissatisfaction émong the group, notably fhose who
st111 wented the strict "ben® applied to all who left to
join'the Marylend or Miller congregation. However,
Bishop Beachy ennounced that on the following Sunday,
April 24, 1927, a Communion service would be held at the
Flag Run Meetinghpuse. When this service was finally
held, only sixty-tﬁree members participated or slightly
more than half the membership,22 ‘

B. Minor Reasons for the Division

From the presentatlon of the foregoing .events it 1s
clearly évidept that the mejor reason for the differences
that finally led to division was the insistence of Joseph
" and Nosh Yoder that the strict "bsn" be used on 81l who
left to uﬁite with the Maryland congregation., This 1is

22, Iblg;,-p.fii.
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true also in the opinion of Eli J. Bontrager; who says in

@ letter of March 2, 19%0,
As 1t was some twenty-five years ggo that we were called -
to Somerset County, matters seem a bit hezy now., How-

ever, I think your 1nformant was right thag the real
canse of the ‘trouble was the strict "han",

There were, howaver, minor differences which came ine

to the open only after the Communion service of April 24,
192?. Possibly Bishop Beachy felt that the opposition

.had indicated by their absence that they had no intention

of compromising their views on the strict "ban". There-

after he apparently gave uﬁ_hOpg of a reconciliation and
allowed some innovations which he had previously tried to
‘hold in check,

at.tha-Nbvembef 14, 1926, meeting which wes held in
the Flag Run Meetinghouse the Bishop was still trying to -
keep his congregation in full fellowship with the 0ld
Order Amish churches and stated that he could not permit
the use of autondbileéi'because that would alienate the
Old Order group.?* After April, 1927, he abandoned this -

idea, and we begin to see what some of thé other issues

were that had been constently in the background but which

were not previously-discussed Bontrager in the letter

23. Bontrager, B.J., lotter op,. cit,, Harch 2, 1950.
24, Yoder, H.&., me&oranda ’gg,cig y 5. 2.
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referred to above slso says, "To say that the "ban" was
'the real or only cause of the division is probably not
; quite correct."2’ He states further that when the four
ministers, Beller, Bont:agerg.séirock and Stoltsfus,
were in Somerset County, Nosh M. Yoder had intimated to
him thet there were other issues besides the strict "ban®,
but that what they were did not become clear to him until
pfter the split. Bontrager goes on to say that in his
Opinioniwhat N, M, Yoder wished to convey was'thi#s
that M. M. Beachy wanted unrestricted use of electficity;
automobiles and perhaps a few other things.26 tThis 1s
also the épinion of Bishop Joseph J. Yoder of Meyers-
dale, Pennsylvania, who says in & letter of March 3,

1950,

According to my estimation and knowledge by golng through
that sorrowful sglit, the best I can give as the cause
of it was that the more liberal class was dissatisfied .
with the former church rules, in not only one matter or
other, but in a number of different affalrs wanted more
1iberty, until 1t ceme to a split; and the changes madg
at thet time and since 1s plain evidence of the cause.?

Probably neither Bontrager nor Yoder are quite fair

in saying that Beachy wanted unrestricted use of electricity ﬁ

and the automobile prior to thé Communion service of 1927.

After that date; however, innovstions occurred 1ln Rishop

2%, Bonirager, E.J., letter, op, clt., March 2, 1950. g

26. Ibid. :
27, Yoder, J.J.,; letter, March 3, 1950,?Meyersdale,

Pennsylvenia,

-
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Beachy's congregation with such swiftness that_it-saema
incredidble to supposs they hed not been under-contempla-
tion by some of his members beforehand. ' |

1, The organization of Bunday School.

The first of these innovations was the organization
of 8 Sunday School, On May 8, 1927, just a l1ttle more
than s month after the April Communion service Bishop
Beachy end his followers had e meeting st the Flag Run

Heetinghouse for the specific purpose of organizing Sun-

dsy.School.as The fact thet many of the younger gehe;a-
tiop were growing up without a reading-knuwledga of
‘German had long been & matter of concern td NHoses M,
Beachy. He reasoned rightly that the Germanllanguage
would have to be abandoned In the Amish worship service
if the young were not Instructed tﬁerein, and this was
his chief reason forl wanting to start the school. When
the Sunday School wes first started, 1t wes held on Sun-
day afternoon,.but the maatingé vere quicklj shifted to
the forenoon of ths alternate Sundsys on which ﬁo church
service was held except on speciasl occasions, By May 22,
1927, thisz had become the established practice at both
' the Summdt Milils and Flag Run Meetinghouses, and has re-
meined so since that time.

— 28,  Yoder, M.J., memoranda, op.cit.s p.
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2, The introduction of elecgriCitg.
The exact date on which Bishop Beachy gave his offi-

clal consent to the use of electric lights and motors by
the members of his congregation 1s nbt known. 4t the

council meeting held in the Summit ¥ills Meetinghouse on
November 28, 1926, Beschy had told the congregation that

_he and Gideon Brennaman, later 2 minister in the conserva- .

tive wing, had had some trouble sbout electric lights
and motors, but that this disagreement had been 5ettled.29

' Nothing is said as to the manner in which this disagree- '
" ment was settled, but the very fact that it was mentioned
as early as 1926 indicates that by that time some members
or"the-eongregation'had begun to meke use of these modefn
conveniénces; Among these was Blshop Beachy's son, Noah
M.‘Beachy; who lived in a house that had been wired for
electricity by a former owner. He used an electiric motor
' to drive his domestic water pump.30 |

Since no date can be found when officisl permiésion

was given for the use of these,cqnvenienees,31.it_is

59. Ibig., p. 3-

30. From the writer's memories of boyhood days.

31. Yoder, M.J., memoranda, op,cit., p. 12. Toder
in his memoirs after the summer of 1927 writes: "I made no
notatlons of events in the church for several years; 1 do
not remember the dste we took the voice of the church to
allow electric lighta., Mose said the things we need for
our welfare should be our guide, and the ministers should
be reasonable in their dealing "

| O
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presumed that they came into use shortly after the Sunday

Schools were an established fact., 4t least the use of
glectrical convenlences was the second of the innovations
practiced by the "Beachy Congregation", ss 1t was later
known. . - '

The reader will recall that at the Kovember 14, 1926,
meeting Bishop Beechy had specifically stated that he
could not permit the use of the automobile, as that would
alieﬁate the 01d Order imish churches from his congrega«-

"tion. This would indicste that while automobiles were

not generaslly owned by members_éf the congregation.in '
1926, there wae at least some agitstion that they should |
be permitted to own them., On June 26, 1327, et a council.
meeting held at the Summit ¥ills Keetinghouse the members -
were esked 1f they were willing to do-with&ut automobiles
for the present, and s majority indicated that they wera.
But by Avgust of the same year this agitation had taken
thé form of opén rebellion, Yoder's memoirs revesl that
on August 21, 1927, |

They asked 8 few of the brethren to agree to put away their-
cars and not meke trouble 21l the time. One did not agree

to this whereupon they gave him two weeks to think it over.3? -

From the above it csn be seen that by August, 1927,

32, Ipid., p. 12,
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there was mbre'thaﬁ one automebile in the possession of
those who weré members of Beachy's congregation, and one
b;other was not at once willing to dispose of this modern
~ method of transportation. Whether the congregation sue-
ceeded in persusding him to put away his horseless car-
riage within the next two weeks is not known. 1In eny
cese he had only to wait s 1ittle more than-a yesr until
the horseless carriege was no longer taboo for any mem=
ber of the "Beachy Congragation" Some time during ‘the
month of thruary, 1929, the congregation voted unani-.

mously to ellow the use of the automobile- to 1t9'memberq.33 §
€. The Division "Fait Accompli"

if devalopmenta ware repld among the followers of

- Beachy after April 24, 192?, they were no less 50 among

" the followers of Joseph and Noah Yoder. These two men

called Amish ministers from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,
and Holmes County, Ohio, at which time they heid services

in the home of Amos J. Yoder near Springs, Pennsylvanis. ' :
The men called were Ben Beiler and Gideon Stoltzfus from ;

Lancaster County, and Abraham Yoﬂer and Jacob Stutzmen

33,7 IpidL, p. 1= Note: J. B, Msst, editor of the
published memorands gives the date as December, 1928, but i
the wilter 1is of the opinion that the lster date is correot. .

¥
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from Holmes County. Most of Beachy's followers were not
presént at this meeting, and he himself was eway on a
trip to the West.

At the close of the service Abraham Yoder asked the
membars to remain seated while the ministers retired to’
a aeparatg rodm.‘ The members were then asked to come
to this room one at'ﬁ time and expreés thelr dissatis-
faction with Bishop Beschy's leadership. Howevery since
the meeting had either not héeﬁ generally announcedlor
else because Beachy and his followers deliberately ab-

sénted themselves, the visiting ministers could get only |
. one side of the dispute, They then called another meet-

ing for Friday afternoon of the same week and requested.

Samuel E, Hershberger and Edward Yoder, two of Beachy's

loy§1 members to be present.34 | |
These two men were called into counsel at separate

times by the four visiting mini;ters and asked to give

thelr views on the dispute. Death has sealed the liﬁs

of Edward Yoder, and twenty years of time have dimmed the

memory of Samuel Hershberger so that he says,

I would be unable at present to say just what the ques-

tions were, or what answers were given, I remember quite
well that I told them about forty of the members were not

34. 1bid., p. 11.
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present at their meeting.35 _
While i1t has not been possible to get behind the scenes
_to discover what actually happened on that Friday after-
noon meeting at the_hmos Y¥oder home, 1t is known that the
Yoder ministers were advised by the visiting brethren not
to withdrsw from Beachy's leadership 1mmsdiétely. Fol-
lowing this'meeting-three of the visiting ministers re-
turned to thelr homes, leaving only Abraham Yoder of
Holmes County, Ohio, to assist this conservative group.
on June 2, 1927, @ churéh service was held fﬁr Abra-
ham Yoder and also Harry Msust, an Amish minister from
Arthur, X1linois; who chanced to be passing through the
community. At this service members from both of the dis-
puting sidgs were again present. But four weeks later
on June 26, 1927, Noah M. and ‘Joseph J. Yoder decided to
ignore the advice of the visiting ministers and held an
independent worship service in the Summit Mills Meeting-
house on the very déy Bishop Beéchy had announced@ that
the service would be held in the Flag Run Meetinghouse.
The Yoder ministers took this action on the very date that
Beachyfs‘congragétion voted by msjority to do_without the
automoblles for the present, which shows that at that

35.  Hershberger, 5, E,, letter dated December 30,
1949, Grantsville, Maryland.

¥

t
4
T e A




121

time Beachy was still trying to erffect a reconciliastion,3b
- It appears then that Noah M. and Joseph J, Yoder st

besr much of the reaponsibilify Tor the final division.

It was' they who with thelr followers withdres snd not

Beachy who expelled thenm, Furthermora, their withdrawal |

came at & time when Beachy was still in the mood to com- : |

promise where the use of automobiles was concernsd. Per-

e e AT A SR T e T S AT RN

haps, however, the attempt to fix responsibility for

past events is useless. In any case, after June 26, 1927,
the break betwaen the two opposing factions was complete, ;
| The Amish colony which had been planted in the
Castleman River region, perhaps &s early as 1768, was now .
divided into three ssparate units, where prior to 1895
there had been only one. Jacob Ammen, though he had long
been dead, Yet spoke, His striet teaching on the “ban"
and the attempt of the Yoders and thetir followers to en-
rorée_it were the chief cause of the 1927 division.

D. The Influence of the Beachy Amish Congregation
Upon the 01d Order Amish Churches

1. The immediste effect in_the locs) copmunity,

Due to the manner in which the worship services of

the Somerset County, Pennsylvsnia, Amish hed been conducted

30, ?oder, ¥.J., memorandum, op, clt., pe 1. o :ﬁ
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prior to the division of 1927, the after effects of the
division were not st once so sppsrent as one might sup-
Ipose. There were two meetinghouses in the area, and the
pattern of holding worship services on alternste Sun-
days onlf, mesnt that as rule the meetinghouaes were used
just once & month. Xosh M. and Joseph J. Yeder simply

nnounced thst thelr group would meet in the Summit Mills
Meetinghouse on the same day that Beachy had gnnounced
services 4in the Flag Run Yeetinghousej and by this pro-
eédura they set'the pattern which has preveiled since |
that time. | |

_ The two divergent{groups continue to thls dsy o use
the same peetinghouses,but never do they_ﬁeet together In
the same meetinghouse on 8 given Sundsy. The Beachy con-
gregatlon continues to use both meetinghouses for Sunday 1
School on alternata Sundays, while the®Yoder congregation®,
as 1t is now known, persists 1n the old tradition of 2
church servlce once &very two weeks, with the alternate
_Sundays free for visitstion. Amish families usually visit
thelr neighbors on these alternata Sundays.

Disputes of such long duration, however, are not en-

gaged in without leaving gsome scars. Tn sowe instances

the division in the,church slso divided families, and a8
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usual thé-accusations were many and bitter. Gradually,
however, relations between the two groups became less -
strained, and they now live in the same community, per-
haps, more harmoniously than before the actual division
took place. Bishop Joseph J. Yoder in his letter of .!
March 3, 1950, was reluctant to discuss the issues of
the 1927 division, lest some of the old 111 feeling
should be aroused thereby. ' ; ;
In nhmefical sfrangth the two congregations are now - ;
about equal, Ip 1950'thé congregation which 13 now 1led
by Bishop Yoder consisted of Fifty-three families with a i
total of 154 communicant members, 37 while the Beachy con- |
gregation of which E1i D, Tice of Crantsville, Maryland,
is now bishop consisted of forty~four families with 15% F
commuﬁicant membérs.38 The present ministers of the Yoder -
congregation are Bennie A, Fisher, ordained in May of
1928, Noah J, Yoder, son of Joseph J. Yoder, ordained in
May of 1940, and. Joseph J. Yoder,'ordained as minister in 5
May of 1915 and as bishop of the Yoder congregation on
'October 13, 1929,39 i

*I.".‘..t_
2. The effect in other 01d Order Amish communities, 4

It was In those Amish communities which lay. far beyond

" 37. Yoder, J.d., letter, op. oif.; Wereh 2, 1950, il
35. Yoder: M, J.: 1etter, ¥Yay éﬁl Eeyersdale, Pa. %&
39. Yoder, J.J., letter, op. cit., March 2, 1950 .
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the boundsries of Somerset County, Pennsylvsnia, ti¢ the
movement started by Bishop M. M. B._eadh! in 1927 vas des-
tined to mske its deepest impressions. At £irst glince
it seems strange that Beachy end those who shar'e'd‘his
views shﬁuld not simply have transferred their memyrship
to the Haryland congregétion, but for most of they thiaj
represented too radical & change, By 1927 the Mayiang
congregation had undergone a consiiderabl'e transfomption ‘
c;qmpared to what it had been in 1895 when the oripipq
division took place. The men were permitted to wep bay-
bershop hair cuts if they wished, snd most of the younger
men in the coﬁgregaticn were clean shaven. Thowghiermsn
was 8t1l11 in ﬁsé, there were also sermons in English at
almost every worship service. |
Iﬁ, 1927 al) the married en in Beachy's congregaﬂon -
were wearing the trad:lt:lofml &mish'héir cut and thy £yl
beard. GCerman was the only.language used in preaching
except ét funerals, and all singing was in Germengg 4n
imis:on. To héve abandoned all this at once would yyg '
seemed saé::ilegious to wost of the people. 8o Bahy and
his followers worked out a sort of "via media®, inyhich
they retained most of the former modes of dress, wen -
though the use of the automobile and electriesl apﬁiances

were now permitted. Also the Germsn language 2nd wison

-
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singing were meintained in the worship gservices of the

church, Those who bought cers were ssked to paint them

black if they were not already that color. Young men

were requested to let their beards grow after marriage,
end the Cermsn langusge continued to be the sccepted
medium of worship et all except the funeral services,

In fact, the minlsters of the Beachy congregation appear'

to have been more watchful then before for menifestations

of worldly pride in parsanal apparel and home decorating
schemes, & leiter wfitten by Norman Béachy, & minister
fron ¥eyersdalae, Pennsylvahia, to Bishop M. M, Beachy in
Mey of 1935 is interesting in this connection. The let-

ter says in part,

There 15 a new style coming in with window curtains parted.

in the middle, which used to be forbidden, and I see no
reason why we should allow them now. _

By being thus watchful, lest the use of modern con-

veniences bring more éqmﬁromiée with the so~called worldly

‘styles in dress, Blshop Beachy and his congregation bullt

a bridge over which other dissatisfied groups of Amish
peéple couid walk to greater freedom without having to
make so drastic & change &s to k11l the spirit of adven~
ture before the first step was teken. It should be added
40, Beachy ﬁ.ﬁ.; Jetter dated ¥ay 31i 1938, Heyers-

dele, Pennsylvenia, With the "Letters of Importance"
found 1n the file of M.M, Beechy after his death in 1946,

B
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here that neither Bishop Beachyvnor his followers foresaw
the results of their course of action in 1927, nor did
they deliberately plan that way in order to sttract other
Anmish groups. The group of Amish congregations that are
now known as the Beachy Amish Mennonite Churches sppealed
tb Bishop Beschy for help in a sponteneocus and unsoli-
cited manner, | '

After the 1927 division the Beachy congregation was.
an isolated group, cut off from fellowship with 014 Order
Amish churches in othef arese, They had no relations
with sny other Amish congregetions for & period of about
three years, Within that length of time the news that
there was an Amish group in Somerset County, Pennsylvania,
wbich permitted the use of the automobile and electrical
appliances, had Sunday School but retained the Germsn
language and much of the traditional émish-style in none
conformity of dress, had travelled by way of the grape-
vine 1ntb other Amish communities.

The first Amishlgroup to maka contact with the Beachy
congraghtibn:in Somerset County was the group led by
Bishop John 4. Stoltzfus from Bird In Hanq, Lancaster
County, Pennsylvsnis. The followers of Stoltzfus had for-
merly belonged to a gfoup of Amish in Lancester County who

were known as the "Xing People". They were 8g named
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because their leading bishop was & men by the name of
Issac King., King and—hié follcowers had broken away from
fhe strict 01d Order Amish in lancaster County on the
question of the "ban" and the use of electrical conven-
iences in the home, but they retained the horse and bug-

gy s the approved means of transportation and also con-

_tinued the practice of holding their worship services

in the homes of the varlous members.
Bishop Stoltzfus and his group now allowed the use
of the automobile and purchased an abandoned Brethren

. Meetinghouse near Weavertown, Pennsylvania, in which

. thelr worship services have since heen held. Because of

the location of their meetinghouse this group 1s now

known a5 the Weavertown congregation.4l oOnly after the

'Beachy and Weavertown congregations had become independent

414 they learn of each other's existence, Once this ac-
gquaintance was formed & sort of alliance SOOn'deveIOped
between the two bongregations, and by 1930 frequent visits
were exchanged by both ministers and lay peoﬁle of the
two communities.4?

These two congregations then remained alone until

31, Baughman, €. 6., "ihe 014 Order Amish of Iancas-
ter County," Eennsylvag;a Germsn Soclety, Worristown,
Pennsylvania, XLIX, (1942), p. 283285,

42, Yodar, ¥.J., letter, March 27, 1950, Meyersdale, Pa.
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nearly eight years later when a group of Amish people in
Hercer County, Pennsylvania, became dissatisfied with the ;

tion.43. This group had received some help from Bishop
John 4. Stoltzfus of the Weavertown congregation prior to
1937 and 1938. However, during these two yesrs due to
eritical 11lness in the home Bishop Stoltzfus w8s unable
to absent himself from home for 1ong periods of time, and
consequently the Mercer County or Cochranton congregation
called upon Bishop M. M, Beachy for help. He performed
three wodding eeremonies for members of this congregation,
‘the last one on kay 12, 1938. On ¥ay 13, 1938, he assisted
in an ordination service when Valentine Yoder, the present
bishop of the Cochranton congregation, wes ordained to
that office., In 1950 this congregation had sixty commin-
icant members in which twenty—five fapilies were repre-
sented 44 | | _

Cne month after the ordination of Valentine Yoder,
H, H. Beachy and his co-ministers wers requested to come
to Madison County, Ohio, to asgist g small group of amish
people who had become dissatisfied with the 014 Order 4mish
Church of that ares, They Tirs@ travelled to Mndisﬁn

43, Ibid. |
44, Yoder, V.P., letter, April 23, 19501 Cochranton,Paf

- .
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County, Ohic, on June 3, 1938, where they organized a
small congregaticn in the vicinlty of Plain City, Chio,
IAs thare-ﬁare no ordeined ministers among this group, the
Somerset County ministers periodically drove to Ohioc to
conduct worshlp services for the newly formed congrega-
tion until the month of October in 1938.45 (n the eley-
enth day of that month M, ¥. Beachy -ordained tyo young
men from the local congregation as ministers, Emeryqutzy
and Robert M, Ksufmsn, both from the vicinity of Plain
‘ City,50h10.46 This grcup_wés without a resident‘bishop
until-April 25, 1949, when Elden L. Troyer was ordained
to that office.?? Ip 1950 there were fifty-eight commun~
icant members in this congregation, in which approximately
twenty-five famllies were represented.48

By the fall of 1939 the knowledge thét the Beachy
congregation in Somerset County, Pennsylvanla, was willing
to help other groups, if'reqnested to do so, had travelled
as far as Mlami and Howarad Counties, Indiana. In the fall
of that year M. M. Beachy assisted a small group in Miami
County in forming a congregation. Several years before
this date the Conservetive Amish Mennonites had organized

a congregation In this area, which soon after ceased to

49, Yoder, M.J., memoranda, ap.cit., p. 12.

46, Troyer, E.L., letter, May 1, 1950, Plain City, O.
. 43. YOder, M-Jo’ letter, oD, Cit., March 2?’ 19500 '

48, Troyer, E.L., letter, op, cit. ‘ .
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exist. It had, however, existed long emough to ordain s

minister, and when the congregation disintegrated the min-

‘ister was left without a charge. This minister, Levi Som-
mers from Amboy, Indiane, affiliated with the newly formed
Baaéhy Amisﬁ cong:egatibn, and was given charge of the ‘
group in the summer of 1940. This congregetion was with- |
out & resident bishop until May 8, 1949, when Ezrs Miller
of Amboy was ordsined to that office. In 1950 thé con=-
gregation had ferty-nine communicant members in which
nineteen families were répresented.49 |
Approximateiy one year later an Amish congregation
located within the vicinity of Kempsville, Virginia, affil-
iated with the growing number of Beachy Amish congrega-
tions. This congregation had been started about the turn
of the century, and maﬁy of the first Amish there had come
from the River congregation in Somerset County, Pennsyl=-
"wvania. In 1940 & struggle over the ownership of automo-
biles, which had long been breﬁing, was resolved when most
of the older or orlginal settlers who were objecting to-
the auntomobiles moved farther north to the vieinity of
Btaunton, Virginia, IThis virtually left the newcomeré in
power in the old colony, and they lost no time in seeking
affiliation with the Beachy Amish congregations. Repeated

49, Miller, E., letter, ¥ay 4, 1950, Amboy, indians
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requests for information as to the size of the congrega~
tion were unanswered.

: InIApril of-1940'Be§chy Amish coﬁgregations were again
spreading westward.‘ At that‘time_Bishop D. ©. Burkholder,-
who had.been ordeined &s & minister and bishop 4n the 014
Order Amish Chufch near Naeppanee, Indiana, becsme dissat-
1sfied and withdrew from the group. Several sttempts
were made by Burkholder and the other 01d Order ministers

of ﬁha‘area to gain a reconcilistion., At Burkholder's re- -

R

quest the ministers of the Beachy Amish congregation in
Somerset County, Pennsylvania, were present when the third
and final attempt at reconciliation was made. It developed
that this attempt was vain, The 01d Order ministers '
- withdrew from the conference table and on April 28, 1%40,
silenced D. 0. Burkholder, thst is, they forbade him any
longer to preach in the 0l1d Order Amish Church. The 014
.Order ministers took this aétion without the full knowledge
or consent of their congregation.50. | i
Once the 0l1d Order ministers had thﬁsidisposed of | _ @
Burkholder, he was free to pursue his own course, and this ‘
he did speedily.. H;IH. Beachy reinstated him in the min- i
istry, and he and his followers started an independent | il

b0. Burkholder, D, 0., personsl interview pranted %o
‘the writer in October, 1950, at Nappsnee, Indilana,

r.
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8mish congregation in the midst of the 0l@a Order Amish
stronghold., Burkholder's followers built a meetinghouse
about one and one-halr miles northwest of thpanee, Indi-
'ana, and in 1950 this congragation ‘had 8 membership of
sixty-seven in which nearly twenty-three fhmilies were
represented. Sl _ |
By 1941 the Beachy amish were sgain making their 1n-_“ ;
fluence felt 1& the state of Ohio, this time in Holmes 0
County. Services were firat held there in 1941 with the g
help of Bishop M. ¥, Baaehy. Abner Sechlabach, who had E
been ordained s minister in the 0ld Order Amish Church 1n L
Holmes County, Ohio, served the new congregation 2z mine
1ster until the time of his desth in 1948. After his ;
death the congregation was without a8 minister for a full ﬁ
.yaar but-received.some_assistance from a Beachy Amish con; - }ﬁ
gregation in Sterk County, Ohio, which had been organized .f;
in June of 1947.%2 1In the fa11 of 1949 Bishop E11 D,
Tice, suceessor to Bishop ¥, ¥, Beachy, ordained Jeremiah
Schiahaéh 88 minister in the Holmes County, Ohio, congre-
gatlon. A ghort time later he had as co-ministér, Tobe
J. Byler, akformer Old'qfder Amish minister in Holmes
County, who affilisted with thig Beachy Amish congregation

_ ‘b . . .
gtto, 8. J., Tetter, August 1, 1951, Canton, Ohio.
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loceted 2t Bunker Hill near Berlin, Chio. Imn 1950 this

" group consisted of eighteen families in which there was

found a total of ninety children. The congregation at
that tiﬂg was without a resident bishop.53 |

_ After 1941 there was a period of five years when no
new congregations weré organized.  Then in January, 1946,
& young Amish msn and his wife who were 1lving mear Mid-
diebury, Indisna, became dissatisfied with the 014 Order

Amish church in that vieinity snd affiliated with D. O,

_Burkholder 's group near Rappanee, Indiana, about twenty-

five miles southwgst of their home. These two people wers
¥r. and ¥rs, David Bontrager, who continued to attend
services at the Rappanee meetinghouse until Ascension
Day, 1947, when fifteen other Amish families 1iving in
the vieinity of Middlebury deeided to have services in
their own homes. There was no ordained minister in this
group, and Bishop D. 0. Burkholder aﬁd his co-minister
from Nappenee preached and held Communion services for
these fifteen families. '

" In the summer of 1947 this group, which then con-
sisted of thirtaen'families (two apparently returned to
the 014 Order Amish), decided to build a meetinghouse in

53,  Schlabach, J., 1atter, May 2, 1950, Fredericks=-

burg, Chio,
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thirty-one, In 1950 this congregation had ninety-five

Va
, Division of 1957," Meyersdale, Penna.,
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_ their own community. This structure was built about five

and one-half miles east of Goshen at a cost of approxi-
m2tely $10,000. The first service was held on November 7,
1947. About one month earlier David 0. Bontrager, the
young Amish men who with his wife had joined the Nappanee

" congregation in 1946, was ordained as the bishop of this -

area by D. 0. Burkholder at the felatively young age of i

communicant members which represented forty families. o :
There were also approximately 115 children who were not R
yet members of the church,54 _
The summer of 1946 also marked the beginning of a
Beachy Amish congreéatibn near Kalona, ‘Iowa. Here Moses
Yoder arnd John Helmuth were ordained as ministers by
Bishop D. O, Burkholder of Nappanee, Indisna, in June of
that year.?? This congregation wes without a resident
bishop until 1948 when Bishop Jonathan Miller, who had
been silenced by'the 0ld Order Amish, was reinstated by
D. 0., Burkholder and given charge of tﬁe Kalona congrega-~
tion.56 at pregent the congregation has a membership of
—_--3'“_*Eontrager, D, 0., letter dated April 21, 1950,

Middlebury, Indisna,
55. Miller, J., letter dsted August 3, 1951, Kalona,

Iowa. :

st, J, B., "Facts Concerninﬁlgga)Beachgga M.
0’p0 -
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fifty people in which twenty-two families are represent-
ed, 57

On June 22, 1947, a Beachy Amish congregation waS
organlzed in Stark County, Ohio, by Bishop Ell D, Tice
of Grantsville, Meryland, During the first year of this
congregation it was under the care of Joc D. Willer, a

. minister who had been: ordained in the 014 Order Amish

Church as early ss 1910, On May 6, 1948, Alvin Witmer
was ordained as a minister by Bishop Tlce, who also on
October 12, 1948, ordained Semuel J, Otto to the same of-
fice. The following spring on May 8 Otto was ordained as
bishop by Tice. In 1951 this eongregation'had a communi-

. cant membership of ninéty in which thirty-four families

were represented.58

In 1948 there was a call for help from a group of
01d Order Amish in Hontgomery County, Indisna. The first
two ministers.of thls congregation were Jacob D. Ginge-
rich snd William Yoder, who were ordained by D. 0. Burk-
holder on June 27, 1948. On October 28, 1949, Benjamin
5. Wagler was also ordained as a-ministef b& Burkholder,
Though this is the youngest of the four Indiana congrega-
tions, 1t has grown to be the largest. In 1950 this

597, W¥iller, J. 1etter op, ¢l
sg. otto, £, Jf, 1etter,“ g;"%z
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congregation consisted of 114 communicant members among
which forty-two familles were represented. In 1950 this
congregation wes yet without a resident bishpp.59

When 1t 15 remembered that the total 0ld Order Amish

poﬁulation of the Uhitéd Stétes-is probably in the neigh-
borhood of 25,000 people {of whom some 10,000 are bap-
tized adults), the twelve congregations of Beachy Amish
Mennonites that are scattered through Pennsylvania Ohio,
Indlana, Iowa and Virginia seem almost negligible in com-
psrison; Yet within twenty years this‘group has grown
1§rge enough to affect the religious life.of over one'
thousand people who were formerly numbered with the
25,000 01d O:der Amish,

- In all the areas where Beachy Amish congregations
have been organiﬁed'the“leaders have kept the pattern
which was set by M. M. Beachy in 1927, They have als
lowed modern conveniences such as sutomobiles, tractors
for field work as well as belt work, anﬁ all types of
household electricsl appliances. At the same time they

- have retained most of the typical Amish non-conformity to

modern styles of appasrel, both for women and men. They

59. Gingerich, 3:5., 1et£er, Epril 25, 1950, Montgom-

- ery, Ind,
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hsve kept the Cerman langusge as the accepted medium of
worship, both in preaahing and in congregational singing,
rha only two exceptions to this are at funerals where
English may be presched and at the “singingé“ of the
young people of the church where English hymns may be
sung.

¥herever &8 Beachy Amish congregation has been planted'J

in the nidst of @ solidly 01a Order Amish community, it
constitutes & bridge over which those who=beoome dissst-
isfied with the strictness of the 014 Order group méy
walk into & larger freedom without having. to discard
many of the socisl habits to which they have becone at-
téehed. | ' |

- The Besachy Aﬁish congregations have, however, made

one change that in the long view of things 15 destined to

be tremendously significant, ‘Wherever they have gone
they have carried the Sunday School and the meetinghouse,

In 211 the Sunday Schools the New Testament in German has

been the textbook f@r-tba'adult classes, while the younger

ehildren learn their German alphabet.

| The first result of this has been to revitalize the
worship servica for the younger generation as they be=
come familisr with the lsnguage in which 1t 1s conducted.

The second result has been the awakening of a zeal to
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 evangelize those who are ignorant of the Gospel, evén _ i
~ though they do not belong to Amish commﬁnions. This is gﬁ
‘something altogether allen to the 01d Order imish, who ' %
quote Matthew 1015-6 as being specifically directed : :%

_ againsf the missionary enterprise, The study of the New gﬁ
{, Testament in isolated passages may permit one to form - o
) such an opinion, but members of the Beachy Amish con- o
gregafions who read the New Testament in. its entirety

‘have also discovered the Great Commission in Matthew 28;

19-20. 'In three of the Indiana cbngregations this evane

et e ey ey
: -

gelistic zeal has expressed 1tself in the form of a
worship service on alternste Sunday evenings when spec-
~ 18l attention 1s paid to the children in the congrega-
tion who are not yet members of the church,60

The total significance of this movement eannot yet
be measured, but 1t is obvious that for the first time
the 014 Order Amish are confronted with a homogenous
group in.their own midst who have successful ly adopted
most of the modern conveniences withoﬁt themselves be-
coming worldly. The.OId Order people will have more and
more difficulty explaining thet fact to the young of the
-ehurch. The Yoder congregation in Somerset County, Penn-

sylvania, has ‘taken the desperate measure of forbldding

60. Letters from Dontrager, Burkholder, Gingerich,

-
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1ts members to work for outsiders, except for such neigh-

borly deeds as threshing and silo fiiling,él Human nae
ture is such that those who know it well can confidently
predict the failure of such methods wherever tried.

" Whatever the effect of the Beachy Amish Mennonite
congregations upon the 014 Order 4mish maj finelly be,
1t 1s interesting to ndte that for the second time in 8
century the Amish of Somerset County, Pennsylvania, have
furnished the midwest states with something new. From

1808 to 1865 it furnished settlers for new frontlers.

From 1927 to 1949 1t provided the spiritual leadership
which gsve birth to the Beachy Amish Mennonite congrega~
tlons which often sppear in the very areas where the

ploneers had gone a century earlier.

61, This action was taken elther in 1949 or 19%0.
When the writer visited the community in 1950 this ruling
had created considersble comment in the neighborhood.

. .
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CHAPTER VI
ANISH THEOLOGY

No movement within Christien history osn be under-
stoﬁd apart from the theological beliefs which first gave |
‘rise to it. In this the Amish people of present dsy Amer-
_'1oa are no axception. Those who try té 1nterpret-then in
ignorance of their religious heritege usually see sither
8 group o: religioualranatics or else the "plasin people®,
who are "harmless as dovea™ in thelr queintness without
in any marmer being as Ywise ae serpents®, The fact of
the matter i1s that the average Anerican Amish sre not
"fansties" nor 4o they wear their peculiar garb simply for
the sake of providing photographie material for roving
camera fans, The American Amish ere as they are and do as
they do becsuse of certain basic rellgious convietions
which have thelr origin in a consclous resistance to the

secularizetion of 1ife.
A. The Possibilities of Monastic Influence

In manner of dress the Anish women especislly often
bear a strange resemblance to the gardb of some orders of
nuns within the Roman Csthollc Church, Some American |

140 I
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authors have felt, not without justificstion, that 1ife
within the contemporary &mish community is often 1like
unto 1ife within the walls of s Franciscan monestery.l
There is some evidence that monsstic asceticism may have
influenced some present dey Amish practices in an indi~
rect manner. It is a well established fact thet Dirk
"Philips, whose writings sre still populer among the Amish,
spent some time in a Franciscan monastery,2 Whethar or
ndt he ever took monastic orders remsins open to question,
His strict teaching on the "ban", 1ike the great monsstic
rules, was designed to rid the Christian Community of all
unholy 1living., Dirk felt that there were three reasons
why the members of the Christian Community should have
nothing to do with one whose gullt as an unrepentant sin-
ner was an established facts
Darbei lehret er susdrucklich dess die Glaubigen nicht
sollen zu thun hsben mit demjenigen der sich ain Bruder
nennen lasset, und ein Burer ist, oder Geltziger, oder
Ehrer der Bildern, oder ein Schelter, oder ein Salifer,
oder ein Rauber, mit solchen sollen die Christen keine
Gemeinschaft haben, (1 Cor, 5. b, 2 Thes. 2. b.) und
auch nicht essen, dann sie miissen die absonderen und
darnach melden, und das um drel furnehme Ursachen willen;
die erste list, auf das die Gemeind der fremden Stnden

nicht thellhaftig werde, und das nicht ein wenig Ssuertig
den ganzen Telg verssurej (1 Joh. 1. b. Cal. 5., o.

1. ¥usselman, G. P,, iyania G , (Prince-
ton, 1942) p. 64-65. He stetes that "toc this day the life
lived out by the Plain Germens of Pennsylvania has a Fran-
sc¢iscan flavor,™

2. Horsch, op, cit,, The Eenﬁonitgs in _Eupope, p. 215.
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1 Cor. 5. 8.) die andere ist, auf dass derjenige der
geslindigt hat, schamroth, und in seinem Flelsch gestrafet

werde und der Geist selig werde in dem Tag des Herrn Jesuj

(2 Thes. 3. b. 1 Cor. %. a.) dle dritte 1st, auf das die
Cemeind Cottes von wegen der Bbsen nicht gelestert werde,
BT S TR 7S T gty somid e

The Amish Disciplines of 1809, 1837 and 1865 were
211 sttempts to keep Dirk Philips' teaching on the "ban"
relevant to their tims,iénd 1f is true tﬁat these bear
some rather striking resemblences to the grest monestic
Rules of St. Basil and St. Benedict. The monsstic prec-
tice was to forbid everything in the way of personal at-
tire that did not provide either for warmth or ﬁodesty.
This was also the brosd intention of the rules lald down
in the Amish disciplines referred to above. The aim of
both the meonastlc rule and the Amish discipline was to
keep thelchurch "unspotted from the world".

It was Jacob idmmen, however, who introduced uniform-
ity of dress smong his Germen 8wiss followers, rather than’
Dirk,Pﬁilips or Menno Simons in Holland., About Amman's
early-life anﬂ training nothing hss thus far been discov-
ered, Thus it is impossible to establish a direct con=
nection between monastic asceticism and Amish separateness

from the world, While this connection has not yet been

L

:ﬁ:‘ 3, Philip, D., chiridio Aandbuchlein von de
£ Christlichen Lehre und R lon, (Tancaster, 1811), p. 261.



iy . o

B T S

e

143

- historiocally estahlishad,-and possidbly may never be, it

1s at least interesting to note the similarity and dif-

ferences between the two movements.
B, The Similerities of Anabaptism to Hon&sticism

¥onesticism had its origin in protest against @
chureh that had become too worldly. As Workman has ob-

sarved,

The abandonment of early chilliastic conceptions led the
church eventuslly to accept the world ss it was. Rather
than resisting the worldliness of the world, the church
ceme to0 terms with it. The ultimete effects of Constan-
tine's scceptance of Christisnity as the officlsl rell.
glon of the state were to lower the idesls of Christlen-
ity 1tself, In Harnasck's phrase "The stalwsrt Christisns
whom Dicocletlan hed ki1lled hed been replaced by 8 mixed
multitude of timeservers and half converted pagens."™ Rich
outward pomp and ceremony involved poverty of spirit and
strife for official position. The followers of Darmasus
in 366 won their struggle against Ursinus st a cost of
137 lives. Once Christisns had leid down their lives for
the truth; now they s}aughtar&d each other to secure the
prizes of the church. :

-Aﬁnb&ptism, of which the Amish are the most authentic
1iving expression, alsc had its origin in protest against

1 Reformation'thaf.did not go far enough in sepérating the

church from the world. Conrsd Crebel in Switzerland, Obbe

and Dirk Philips snd Menno Simons in Holland were leaders

4, Workmen, B, B,, {hg Eyolution of the ﬂgggg;iﬁ
pal from the Farliest Times Down to the Coming of the
3, & second. Chapter in the History of Christlian Re-

* 8t ed.), p. 6=8 (8 condensa~-

-
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of & pesceful &nebaptism thst could not feel st h&me in
the worldliness of the state churches., Kenno Simons Iin
his later yesrs wrote of the 1ife of worldly esse enjoyed
by the ministers of the state churches, "while our recom-
pense must be fire, sword and death."5

It is common kncwledge emong church historians that

Luther's rediscovezy of fustification by Taith led to anti-

nomiznism among some of his followers. This should not be
surprising, for it was the risunderstznding of thris dco-
trine thst geve rise to & party of libeftines awong the
Galstian Christisns where Paul first proclaimed this great
Christisn truth.. It scems to bs s perversion of the humen
spirit to interpret justification by fzith to mean selva-
tion by faith enly, which neither Tuther nor Paul tavghi.
The anagaptists placed great ewphasis upon an exemplary
1ife aékthe oenly sure sign of a saving faith, In Fenno
Simons! opinlon no man was a Christisn vho was proud,
haughty, selfish, wnchasts, Iuétful, nisobedlent, “hicge
“ish, defaming, backbiting, bloodthirsty or revengeful.

And this was true, in Memno's opinion, even 1f such a men
were baptized a hundred times or kept the Tord's Buppsr
dailys; for 1t iz not the crdinances or rites such as

1 g, Smith, 9n, ¢i%., ihe Stery of ithe Kennonites,
. P. 100,
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beptism and the Supper, but 8 true Christian faith that
has the promise of 1ife.6

This emphasis upon a temperate and chaste life has
1ed more than one church historian to see in &nabaptism
a vevival of monactic ssceticism within the Evangelical
¥ovement. Otte D, Zbckler in his great work on Agskese
Und ¥Bnchium 1s of the opinion thet this ascetic tendency
began early in the Reformztion Movement, and that the
proponents of Anabaptism saw in the doctrine of justifi-
cation by faith the dsnger of unshackling the lusts of
the flesh. Becesuse of this fear, he thinks, they protested
and prohibited some of the innocent plezsures of life. He
mentions Ménzer's farsticzl denunciation of Tuther zs a
"beer drinker®, and says that after the movement started
by Mﬁnzér?was finelly stopped in 1535, the tendency toward
asceticism lived on in the smaller sects. Ke says:
Zu ihnen geh®rt neben den Schwenkfeldtschen "Bekennern der
Glorle Christi® auch die Paertei der ¥emncniien. Einen
asketischen Zug 1l¥sst auch sie auf mehreren Punkten lihrer
Tebenshel1tung und ihres theologischen Systeme mit aller
Deutlichkeit hervortreten. Die Wiederherstellung des
Fusswaschungsritus als eines Gebrauchs von *fast gleicher
. Wichtigkeit' wie Taufe und Abendmahl, die Untersagung des
Eids und des Kriegsdiensts sind nicht diec einzigen asketi-
sierenden Elemente in ihrem Gemeinwesen. Auch ihr nlich-

ternes Verhzlten in Bezug auf Kleiderschmuck und auf Aus-
stattung der Wohnungen gehbrt hiecher; nicht minder ihre

S m—

5. 1bid., p. 115.
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sehroffe Abwehr Gerartiger neuer Gewohnheiten und Centisse
wie belspilelswelse dezs Tebakrauchen.

While Zbckler is right in seeing close similarities be~
tween monastic asceticism and Anabaptist renuncisztion of
the world, there were nevertheless ilmportant differences

between the two.

C. The Differences Beiween Anabaptism and Monastlcism

Honsstleism renocunced property and sxslted personsl
poverty, while the Monastle Orders themselves sometimes
beczme very wealthy. 1In the early steges of monasticisnm
personzl bodlily £ilth wes sometimes locked upon as a2 mark
of virtve. It wee an index to ﬁne's degree of detachment
from the present temporzl scene, The totzl denial of
norma 1 béd}ly appetites within the Honsstic Communities
led to aﬁﬁglmost Gnostic duslism in the monk's view of the
material world, not to mention the denizl of normsl humsn
affection for friends and family.s

Ansbaptism, on the other hard, regarded the material

world as the gift of the beneficent Cod, The world and the

7. 4Zbckler, 0, D,, &skese Und ibnchtum, (Frankfurt,
1897), p. 574.
<. 8. cave, S.; The Christisn Way, (N¥ew York, 1949, 1st
American ed.), p. 55. He quotes Cassian's Institutes (v.
xxx1i), "Afier zn interval of fifteen vsars he received o
back of letters from his parents and friends znd burnt them
without opening them; in order that he might nct be dis-
tracted by reading letters from those who loved him,®

L
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things in it were to be used by Xis chiidren, but they
gere not to sbuse these gifts. Amish preachers of today
frequently say, "¥ir sollen A4e Welt brauchen aber wir
gollen sie nicht pisbrauchen.®? f&nsbaptist's never re-
nounced property es such, but property was held in preper
perspective, becsuse it was seen 88 belenging to this
present tewporal world. The &nabaptist attitude toward
the world was zlmost identlcsl with thet whieh Ogear Cull-
menn describes as the primitive Christlan one,
Der Clsubige lebt in einer Helt, won der ey welss, dase
sie wvergehen wird, sber dess sle Jetzt noch ir Rahmen
der Hellsgeschichte gotigewollt vnd von chrisius heherrescht
ist. Insofern er weiss, dsss sie vergehen wird, verneint
er sie; insofern er welss, sle 1st der gottgewollte Rehmen
der heilsgeschichtlichen Gegenwart, bejeht er sle,

Far from cdvoceting celibscy and the denlzl of the
tenderest tles of human friendship, the inzbapllists were
devoted £6 thedir familles, Mony of the writings in Von

Bpracht's Mariyrs'! Kirror are letters of sncouragenent to

the femilics of condenned men and women. These lelters
bresthe a tenderness of affection thet serves not only %o '
show how puch the &nabaptists were devoted to thelr femi-

1ies, but slso indicate their devotlen to Christ, whon

. From the writer's memory of boyhood days in the

Amish Church. ,
15, Cullmann, O,, Christve und die Zeit, (Zollikons

Zorich, 1946}, p. 188.

|
|
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they would not deny for the. sake of their 1eved'ones. It
is simply impossible to conceive of an Anabeptist in pris-
on, throwing letters from his family into the fire, lest
thesg should turn his heart away froﬁ God, Rearly sll

the Anabaptist martyrs were supported in their trials,

not only by the Fellowship of Believers, buf also by the
fellowship of their own femilies. Amish thought to this
dey 1s tinged with a strong mértyr psychology. The Amish

demand for Von Bracht!s Eertzgg' Mirror has necessitated

& reprint within the last year.

Dr. Robert Friedmann has alsc seen the basic differ-

A T A e

s

ence beiwesn monastic a2sceticism and dnzbaptist renuncia-
tion of the world., 1In an article titled "Anabaptism and p
Protestantism" he deals with the theolezicael prohlem of
the freeégm of the will, a2nd concludss that this problem, o ;
so centrél in other forms of Protestant thought, is only
marginal in Anzbsptism. He says, ' i

Infants and children heve no sin, but only an inelination -
e :t, Adults are standing urder permanent temptation,
but through the grace of revirth can fight i¢, together
with 1ilke-minded brethren, and endeavor to conquer it,
that 1s, to withstand and forszke it. To this. end one
thing matters most: the conselous separation from the
world, and the refussl of coppromises. In this regard
Anabaptism almost converged toward monasticism, vet in
contrast to it stays in the world carrying on 3 normal
life with femily and profession.l

1i. Friedmann, R, "anébaptism and Protéstantism,"
Wennonite Quarterly Review, Goshen, XXIV, 2, (Jan., 19%50)
b. 20, v




D, A4nabaptism versus Pletism

Dr, Friedmsnn goes on to say that while no Anabaptist
writer woﬁlﬂ make the claim to be sinless or no longer
able to sin, as some 6? the Pietists ocecssionslly did,
they regerded rebirth and bsptism ss meaningful only when
they were follcwed by conerete attempts to walk in the

NErYOW WaY.

tnee 2 Christian is on this way he no longer worries ebout
sin, Fe is tryving under Cod to obey his commendments.
Amish sermons often close with the Yypicel form: "Dags
Gott der Herr mit uns zufrieden séi.” Such & msn 1s cer-
tain thet Cod will not s2llow him to 2l out of his

grace,

Dr, Friedmeznn has here touched upon something that
is very besic in Amigh thought. Amish theological think-
ing wes not greatly inflgenced_by the strongly individusl=
istic emphssis vhich is best expressed in the so-called
"pospel géng". Lmish sermons do not express snxiety for

inrdividual salvation so much as they stress the necessity

of cbeying the stendards accepted Ly the brotherhood., <ni- '

iety for personsl or individusl salvation is not lseciting,
vut it tekes plece within the Fellewship of Believers.
Lgain, this anxiety is not lzcking becanse the Amish do
nof krow the radical nsture cf sin, but becsuse they be-

t<eve the Cod who fivst eslled them to come apart from the

12,  iDid.s pe 0. o,

!
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world will be sble to 1ift them agsing should they fall
into sin after they heve started to walk the streight and
nerrow way, provided they come in true repentence. The
doctrine, "Once in grace, always 1in grace,” has never
fqun& scceptance among the Amish, nor are they concerned
about being able to designate the day &nd hour of thelr
conversion as some groups of Ariebaptist crigin have been.
Dr. Friedmenn hes correctly observed that,

The Amish originated at the turn of the seventeenth and
gighteenth century (16S3-1699) and still show marked
characterisiics of the period of their origin. On the
one hand they menifest 2 thorough loyalty %o old Ans-
beptist traditions, in their hiblicism, their simpliclty
of 1ife, snd thelr strict discipline, thus repressnting
the most conservative wing of the whole ¥ennonite body.
They monifest this traditionel genius also by thelr cbed-
ience $¢ ths teachings of Menno Simons znd Dietriceh Phile
ips, whose works are still cherished among them and haended
down from generstion to generation, PFarticularly is this
the czse with Enchiridion, Dietrich Fhilips' Hendbook of
the Christisn Doctrine end Relipion of 1564, with its
strict teaching on the ben end avoidance which has Fourd
So mueh’ esponse among the Amish congregations,l3

E. Summary of Yonastic, dnshaptist and Pletistic

Infiuvence on the Amish

To sum up the similarities znd differences between -
monasticism and Anegbaptism then, both were in agreement

that the 1ife of tha.éeliever must be éifferent from the

3. ‘§§Kedﬁann$ R,y Mennonlte Pletlr Thuoush the Cen-
turies, Its Cenlus and Its Titevaturs, (Scottdale, 1949)
P. 244,

*
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14fe of one belonging to the world. The monk sounght to
14ve out his 1life in isolation from t+he world, while the
Apabaptists strove 10 remein in the world én& yet not he
¢ 1t. Yomssticism saw the religicus life as binding only
on the few who took monastic vows, while snebeptisn in-
cluded the entire Community of Believers in the duty %o
follow Christ. |

The Arish in &merics today retaln this awsreness of
the necessery tension between the life of the church and
+he 1ife of the world to a very marked degree. DBecause
of theipr isolation from 21l higher educstion they were not
affocted by the late niﬁeﬁeenth and early iventlieth cen-
tury beliefs in the inevitebility of progress. Fer them

J. B, Bury's sdmireble work on The Oririn of the Ides of

Prngrﬂss need never have been written, for the Amish people
live in’ ‘s world where faith in Frovidence is gtill allve.
the Amish individuzl remsins a pilerim who is on & journey
tﬁrough 2 world thet is destined to pass ewdy, because

it is set in constent opposition to tﬁe holy and loving
will of God. His pilgrimege leads on to & world where
thers 1s no wore pain nor death, for "the former things sre
pessed awey.” In this the present day &merican Amish close-

1y represent the Anabaptists who were thely spiritual

¥
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ancestors. ¥any of the insights of those early Ansabap-
tists are valid to this day, for as Dr. Friedmann S&8yS,
To be aloof from the world and serve as the salt of the
earth or to be in harmony with the world end at the same
time lose the opportunity to influence the world: this
altefnative mist ever be faced b{4earnest Christians. The
pendulum of history never sicps.

. It is unfortunste thst in so meny instances this tension
between the life of the church and the world expresses
itself only in the clothes which the Amish wear and not
in their gzily walk and manner of life. There are; of
'course, many sincere Qhristians among the &mish people
of America, but in too meny instances &mish non=-conformn-
ity has become a fossil from which the spirit which once
gave 4% 1ife has long -since fled.

Pletism has Gftén led %o an excessive individusalism
amon%|¢hose who were affected by it. The &Amish of America
are éiqsely ¥nit social groups in which there is often too
1i§tle cpportunity for expfessicn of individusl desires.
Pictism, too, nas of%en-beenlaccompanied by great emotlonal

upheevals, which is certainly not true of the way the Amer-

ican Amish get their religion.

74. ibid., p. 64.




CHAPTER VII
AMISH WORSHIP AXD ORDINATION CHARGES
L. A Typical Amish Worship Service

The present day Amish worship service is character-
ized by 2 simplicity which seems barren and severe %o
those who view it from the outside. There is no instru-
ments1 masie, and the hymns are sung in unison énd in
Cerman. There are no stained gless windows and nc cush-
ioned pews. The entire service is conducted in Germen
or Pennsylvaniz Cermsn, interspersed with wany Engliéh
words and phrases, Men znd women sit on opposite sides
of the meetinghouse, and it is not uwnusual for a worship
serviég to last from two and one-half tc three hours.

Kftevery Amish worshilp service two or three hymns
are sung before the first sermen of the day is preached.
The ficst sermon is followed by a period of silent prayer
while the congregation is in a kneeling position. 4t the
close of this period of silence the congregation rises and
remains stending while the deacon reads the first Scripw
tupe for the day. The congregation 1s then seated, and
the second sermon begins. After speaking for thirty min-

utes or more, the minister who prezches the second sermon
+
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reads another chapter of Scfipture. He is then seated
and asks his fellow-ministers to express themselves and
to correct anything hé has said which might be erroneous.
Followlng this expression of the other ministers, which
is known as "zeugnis geben', the second minister of the
day, who is known as the "GCemeinhelter®, agaln speaks
briefly. At the conclusion of these remarks the congre-
gation again kneels, while the “Gemelinhalter" rezds a
long prayer in German.

At the close of this prayer the congregation rises
t0 receive the benediction, which freguently tzkes the
following form:

Zum ende und beschiuss befhele ich mich und euch Gottes
Gnaden hand an Br walle uns darinnern leiten und fihren
zum glick selig's ende, und das in und durch Jesum Christ-
um, Ameﬁ. :

These words usually follow the farewell greeting at the
close of Paul's second letter to the Corinthiens:

Finally, brethren, farewell, Be perfeect, ho of good com-
fort, be of cne mind, live in peace; arnd the God of love
end peace shall be with you. Greet one another with en
holy kiss., 411 the saints salute yon. The grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, ang the communion
of the Holy Ghest, be with you all., Amen. '

4% the soﬁnd of the words "Jesum Christumn” 211 member:z bend

thelir kneeg. This genuflectlon is what_they consider to

YT Corinthiams 1331112,

4, ]
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be the literal fulfillment of the command, "a% the name
of Jesus every knee should bow."? 4% the close of the
benediction the congregation 1s ageln sezted, and a firnal
hysn is sung. 4fter this the bishop ennounces the time
and place of the next worship service always with the
words, "So,Der Herr will und wir leben."3 With this the

.meeting is dismissed.?
B, OSources of Amish Forms of Worship

To the casual cbserver the Amish service of worship
seems to proceed with very 1little forethought. The fact
of the matter 1s that the Amish follow & well defined
celendsar of_Scriptures. It hes been impossible to deter-
mihe when these calendars first originated, but 1% seems
1ike1y:@hat they were brought to &merinz from Rurcps. If
' so, they have probably been in continuous use since the
early eighteenth century with very few changes from their
ezrliest sppearence, Following is the calendar of Serip-
tures used by the Beachy Amish ¥ennonite congregation in
Somerset County, Permsylvania. It should be remembered

as this celendar i5 read that the &mish hold church

2. Philipplans 2:10.

3., Jemes 41185,

4, Thils adescription of zn Awish worshin service is
drawn from the #riter's memory of the Amish services as
they were confucted in Somerset County during his boyhood.
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services only on alternate Sundays.

Tuke 1 snd 2 (Christhas)

Natthew 2 and 3 (First Sundzy after Christmas)
Hatthew 4 end 5

¥atthew 6 and 7

Matthew 8 gnd 9

Mstthew 10 and 11

Matthew 12 and 14 (At time of seeding)
¥atthew 13 and Jobhn 15

¥zatthew 26 and 27 (Easter)

John 8 zrnd Gslatlans §

dets 1 gnd 2 {Pentecost)

dcts 3 and 4 (Harvest)

John 4 and Revelatlion 14

Tuke 12 and 13

Tuke 14 znd 16

Tuke 17 and 18

Tuke 19 and Romans 12 | ,

John 3, Romens 6, Acts 8:5-40 (Baptism)
¥atthew 19:1.11, I Cor. 7, Eph. 5 (Wedding)
Romans 13, Titus 3, Ephesiang I (Thanksgiving}
Hatthew lé and I Corinthians § (Council meeting)

Seriptures rezd at the Communion service are: :
Tuke 22:1-33, I Corinthians 1:10-24, I Corinthians 11:
1-2 and 17-34, John 13:1-18.

Other Seriptures sometimes used are:

Hebhrews 11 and 12, Matthew 24 and %5, John 10,
Ephesizns 4, John 14, I Corinthians 13.

The person who mede the above informstion available
to the writer says:
T do not know when this order wag first used or where 1t
originated. THowever, it is not strictly followed In our

church. Sometimes other Scriptgres are chosen to fit the
occasion or the sermon subject.

_ In the Mennonite Quarterly Review, 4pril, 1941, John

Umble of Goshen College has published some interssting

~ e Pesohy, W.J7., 1otter, Wov. 21, 1949, Seiicbury, ra.
- b, Ipid. | ,
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Amish service menusls. These indicate that these Serip-
ture calendsrs stem from the European phase of Amish his-
tory. They have been copled snd recopied by Amish minds-
ters in the long centurles betﬁeen_then and now., As new
communities were started_in America these calendars wers.
carried from the old 4o the new communities by the pion-
ger settlers. & list of the Scriptures used in the Amish
ehurch of Kalona, Icwa, published in the Mennonlte His-
torical Bulletin, Janusry, 1949, shews them to be identi-
cal with those used by the Somerset County, Pennsylvanié,
congregation of Beachy Aﬁish. No doubt this calendar was
~carried to Iowa by the first Amish settlers who, as we
have seen in an eesrlier chapter, came from the Castleman
River'regicn.7

C§g thing which immediately arrests the attention
of those familiar with the long sweep of &mish history is
the fact that 211 of these Scriptures are taken from the
¥ew Tesiament. MNost of the chapters reasd through the
yezr are teken from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Only
8 fow are teken from the Pauline epistles, and there is
only one selection from the book of Revelation, This is

true to the best'Anabaptist tradition, which has always

7. Swartzendruber, D. B., "& Iist of Scriptures Used
in Awish Services”, Xennonite Historicel Bullestln, Scott-
dale, X, No, 1, (January, 1949), p. 2. .
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seen two levels of inspiraticn in the 014 and New Cove-
nants, and ever since the rpnsterite® epigode has
scrupulously svolded any attempl 40 interpret ‘the signs
and numpbers of what some one has called The Xosi Croteseue
Bogk in the Bible.

John C. Wenger in an article titled “John Calvin
and the Swiss Brethren" shows how the most learned of
the Reformers deelt with the Ansbaptist view on the non-
swezring of osths and the trobsptist attitude toward the
01d Testement. In Januery of 1546 Calvin engaged in de-
hate an Anabaptist who hed-béen ayrected probably for
the non-swearing of the ocath., Cszlvin ssked him 47 the
tew did not give us guidance for life, "Thereupen he zd-
vanced the horrible dogra ov the &rabaptisis that the
012 Testement has been abreg&te&.”g

The Amish, who have clung to this old Anabaptist
tredition of seeing two distinct levels of jnspiration
vetween the 01@ end the Yew Testiments, heve something
‘40 tezch all groups of Lpabepiist crigin. Too often these
groups hove turned thelr bscks upon the results of modern
Biblfcal scholarship, thus robbing thelr young peorle of

an spproach to the Christian religion thet is both

ST Wenger, 4. C., VJOhn CeJvin and the owiss Breth-
ren," Mennonite Historiecel Bullevinm, Scottdale), iV, No, 3,
(September, 1949}, p. 1-2.
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intellectually respectsble end emotiornally rewarding. In
some instances the &mish themselves have failed to under-
stand the genius of thelr &nabaptist background. Be-
ceuse of itheir tendency to shy away from &ll forms of
higher education they have resisted the discoveriles of
modern science, and In some areas they have started par-
ochisl schools as en attempt to resist teaching which
they consider hereticel.

Two statements from the constitution snd by—laﬁs of
the &mish Mennonite Parochial School Association of the
Castlemen River District, Somerset County, Pennsylvanias,
and Carrett County, ¥eryland, will serve fc show how the
Amish of this ares heve fzllen into the error of meXing
the Bitblie 2 book of science with which 211l other books
rust agree.

The schools shall give the Bible, s the Word of CGod, its
proper plsce in each course of study, teking 1t as the
highest authority. They shall encourage the students to
make it thelr constant guide, their Bock of bocks, &nd
its precept” their wule of 1ife. The interpretstion of
211 knowledge shall be in_the iight of the Scriptur:s s
the inerrant Werd of God.?

Literature sné itexli-beoks shall be selected which avre in
accordance with the Word of God, or as nearly as csn be

obtained. In case of text-books differing in teaching
from the Bible in parts, the Word of God shall be accepted

§.  Constitution énd By-Laws of the Amish Mennonite
Perochiazl School Assoclation, Castlemen River District,
Pennsyivania~Naryland, irticle II, Section 2, p. 1.

+
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and tsught as authority and truth.l0

Were the Amish of this area consciously aware of thelir
Anabeptist heritage, they would not be driven to such
extremes to defend the cosmeology of & pre-scientific_

age,

C., Amish Church Yusic

L.

The opigin of ém;éh hymns .

One of the strangest perts of &mish worship to the
outsider are the hymns and the hymn tunes which the
Amish use.' Because the hymns are written in Germsn and
the mejority of them have never been translzted intc
English, it i1s something of z surprise to learn that the
Amish in their Ausbund possess prehably the oidest Pro-
test%qﬁ.hymnbook in existence. The hymns which appear
in the-Ausbund were written by & group of Swiss Menno-
nites who were imprisoned for their faith in the castle
of Passan on the Rsvarian frontier between 1535 and 153?.11
This collection was first printed during the middle of
the sixteenth century, since which time twelve editions
appeared in south Cermany snd Switzerland; the last issue
being printed at Bazel in 1838, This book became the

adopted hymnal of the Cwiss and south Germean Mennoniies
for seversl hundred yezrs. When the first Palatines

10. Ibid.g By-lews &and pafeguzrds, Sec. 1, p. 5.
11. Smith, op. cit., The Story of the Mennonites,

p. 77%9.

+
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came to Pennsylvania they brought this book with them, as
gid siso the Swiss Mennonites and the Alsatisn Amish in
Ohio and Illinois in the early nineteenth century. The
£irst American edition was printed st Germantown in 1742,
1t has appeared in eleven Ameriean editions since, the
izst sppearing at Elkhart in 1013.12

As &. J. Ramaker hes observed,

These hymns mirror more securately the Christi%nity of
the century than any other historical account could
sketeh 1t. They are nistoric songs. On the one hand
we see entrenched authority, knowing no other way of
holding on but by brutal foree, on the other the inno-
cent victims suffering fop conscience szke and leaving

the issue with God.l
Ernest Corell in an article titled, "&n Appraisal
of Two Centuries of &merican Yennonite Titerature," has

the following to say of the hymns that are stil1l sung

by the Amish:

4nd here is the rencwned hymnbook, The Ausbund, which
reaches from the gixteenth century dungeon in the Bave
arian fortress of Passau right into present day American
Amish congregations, How many people today realize the
unique fact that there jg s+ill in use in America 2 13822
edition of & hymnal composed by genuine Anabaptists and
handed down through approximstely 350 yeaTs, unchanged
hoth in words end in tune. Yore faithfully than the
blocd descendants ol these eerly martyrs, Ihs Aogbund
conveys the holy spirit of Ansbaptist ‘nsa{g-;:lnrz:i.ng:3"“:1*‘Ei

2, The Origin of Amish hymn tunes, _ ;

If the words of the Amish hymns &re strange, the

15, ibid.y Pe 779
13, Ramaker, 8. J., nanmish Fennonite Hymns," Menno- ;
niti Yarterly Review, Scottdale, III, No. 2, {&pril, 1929}, *
p. 102,
iz, corzll, E., "An Appraisal of Two Centuries of
Americsn Mennonite Literaturet, Mennonite narterly Review,
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tunes to which they are sﬁng are strenger still. The
real orlgin of these tunss 1s appesrently lost in the dust
of antlquity, but Kery Oyer in the Memnonite Historicsl
Bulletin, Merch, 1944, makes the suggestion that these
Amish hymn tunes may go back a thoussnd yesrs to the
plein song of the early church, OShe says thzt while the
songs which are now in The &usbund were being formuizted,
Palestrine (152621504} was the forerost church musicisn
(born the year after the founding of the Mennonite Church),
offering to the Catholic Church a wealth of music for wor-
ship, ard composing some of the very first part music
which is at 211 pleasing to the present day muslcal ear.
But the Swiss Brethren did not adopt this important inno-
vation. 1In fact, even today in the Amish Church part sing-
"ing is still unheard of. The leader begins and the con-
gregation joins him in unison. Their music reflects rather
the plain song or chant of the early Christian churech,
The carly plain song wes characterlzed by 2 general Tack
of rhythm with no regularly acccented notes. The notss
were neid long, in fzet just as long as the singer deemed
Necesssry.l

Ls Miss Oyer further observes, Amish hymn tunes show
their greatest similarity to %he plain song in thelr lack
of rhythm, The leader sets tempo or speed at which a hymmn
is sung, and the more conservative aAmish groups take pride
in sirging so slowly that fifteen minutes are required for

the singing of the “Toblied", the traditional second hymn

1E. Oyer, M., “dusic in the Amish Church," Hennonitz
Historlecal Bulletin, Scottdzle, Pennsylvania, V, No. i,
(March, 19447, P. 3. )



in every Amish worship service.1l6 J, W. Yoder in his

dmische Tieder has done vsluable work in transcribing

these tunes for the first time. The work is limited,
however, in that it deals with the hymn tunes as they

are sung in the Amish settlemenit of Mifflin County, Penn
sylvania, and as thess tunes have been handed dcwn by ear
froem one generation tc the next, they vary considerably
from one Anmish community to anbther.

The Ausbund itself Is s thick heavy book, znd few

of the hymns £{ contelns aré really sung by the Amish
congregations. By 1892 the need for znother smaller
hymﬁbook which would contain the favorite hymns from The
dusbund, as well as some selections from other hymnals,
wag Ielt by many of the &mish congregaticns. 4 comrittee '%
had beer st work on the solution of this problem sometime oy
before that, and in 1892 the committee, headed by S. D.
Guengerich of Amish, Iowa, presented the resulis of their
labors to the émish congregations under the title, Unpart-

giische Tledersammiung, There are 317 hymns in this book

“but no musical notes. There i3 2n index of melodies for

the various hymns as well as a2 list of suggested hymns for

various sermon themes. This book in its several editions i

156, The Yoder congregztion of the Castleman River
District, Scemerset County, Pennsylvania, considers this
one of its distinguishing features. ' '
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i3 now used by many of the &mish congregations, but the

most conservative aiong them still cling to The Ausbyrd,
D, &mish Ordination Charges

Nowhere doss the entirely congregationel character
of Amish church polity become more spperent then in the
manner in whiech their ministefs sre ordained. &n hAnish
congregation that is fortunate .enourh to heve & resident
bishep is"completely autonomoug. All ministers are or-
.&ained by lot frem the mewbership of the local congrega-
tion. A wesident bishop czh ordein other winfsters end
deaéoné, perform‘marriages, conduct Communicon services,
and, vwhen necessary, excowmunicate those who will not
abidé by the disednline of the cnurch.

There ere four levels of ministyry in the &mish
Church, the highest teing that of bishop. Contrazy to
practice in othrer dencmingtionz, however, an kmish bishep
hse no suthority beyurd his own congregetion, sucept &3
he 35 czlled to other Yocslitles teo scit in an advisory
capacity. The bilshop's dutles differ fron that of = wine-

ister of the Book in thet he conducts the Compunion serv-

ice, performs nmerriage ceremonies, ond in case of necessity

the

ordains other ministers. & winister of the Book,

¥
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second level of ministry, 1s charged with the duty of
preaching at home snd in other Amish congregations, A
third level of mlnistry is that of the deazcon, whd usu-
ally does not preach except in an emergency. His usual
duties sre to read the first Scripture of the day in the
Amish worship service and carry the purse for the poor.
Another level of ministry is a combination of the duties
of deacon and bishop and 1s known as "Vblligen Armen
Diener®. This office is seldom held by anyone in the
Amish Church today, because the combined dutles would be
too heévy for a man who has tb_earﬁ nis living by farming,
as do zll the other members of his congregation., 4 free
translation of the ordination chargez to the various levels
of ministry within the &mish Church %is hore Included.

" For the Ordlnztion of & Full Hinister or Bishop

In the nsme of the Lord and the Church, it is requested of
you that you serve in the office of bishop.

You shall declsre end proclaim the bitter suffering and
death of our Lord.

You shall observe the breaking of the Bread, snd according
to Christian teaching, distribute both Bresd and Wine to
the members of the congregation.

And when there ars people who wish to unite with the chureh,
you shall instruct them in the Christian feith and vaptize
~them. -

Yeu shell 2iso punish the disobedient and sinful in sccord-
ence with the decislon of the conrgregation.

1
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Apd when there zre brethren and sisters who wish to unite
in merrispe, you shzll join them in holy metrimony ac¢-
cording to the divine ordinance.

And when you become aged snd Infirm you shall ordain en=-
other men to take your place. '

vou shall 2lsc erdain ministers, and you shsll asssist in
esteblishing bishops where it 1s necessaly or reguested

by the church.

g this end God will strengthen and enlighter you with
His grecious Holy Spirit, deing everything in and through
Jesus Christ. A4mwen.

For the Ordiration of & Minister of the Book

or Teacher

Tn the neme of the Tord and the Chureh, 1t is reguested
of you thaet vou serve te the office of minister of the

Book or teacher,

You shall proclair znd promote the Yord of {cd, pray with
the church in ithis snd surrounding sompunities, and you
ehall also oreach and teach.

You.shél? aiso help to protect axnd cstebiish what is gocd
gnd punish ond hinder what 1is evil,

Wnen the Tord's Supper is cobserved, you declzre end poriTey
the story of the patriarchs 4¢ it is reguested of you.

Te this end Cod will strengthen you znd enlizhten you with
Hisg grecious Foly Spirit, doing =vorviking in end shypough
Jesus Christ., Amen.

For the Crdinetion cof a Deacon

In the name of the Tord and of the Church, 1t is requested
] i I ~‘ ' - %9
of you thet you serve in ithe of fire of degcon (1lllers iy

a servant cf the poor).

vou chell be mindful of the needs of orphans gnd widows.

You shell receive alws, snd upcn the counsel of the congre-
gation distribute them to the membors who are poor and
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needy.

When there are menbers of the church who wish to unite
in merriage, you shell serve them according to the Christ-
ian crdinance.

You shall slso serve with water 2t baptismal services
snd with bread and wine at the Lord's Supper.

You shall a2lso read the .Scriptures for the other minis-
ters, end you shall assist in counselling with the ccn-
gregation, according to the Christisn teachings of Jesus
Christ, . ,

To this end God will strengthen and enlighten youw with
His gracious Roly Spirit, doing everything in and through
Jesug Christ. Amen.

For the Ordination of a Person as EBishop and Deacon

In the neme of the Tord and the Church, it is reguested
of ycu that you serve in the dusl role as bishop and
deacon.

You shell receive zlms and distribute ther after consult-
ing the consregsticn.

vou shsll diligently attend teo the preaching ard note
whetheyr the ¥Word of Cod is properly taught or falsified.

Wnen strife and contention srise in the congregation, you
she1l diligentily seck the cause of it and stirive to make
peace asccording to the Word of Cod and Christian disci-
pline.

Yeou shall aiso help to esteblish bishops, and when circum-
stances necessitate, vou shall zliso establish ministers
of the Book. :

7o this end Cod will strengthen and enlighten you with
His grzeious Holy Spirit, doing everything in and through
Jesus Christ. &men.l

17, f%hese ordinstioﬁ charyes were mede availabie LG
the wprlter through the couriesy of Bishop Fli D, Tice,Cr.nte~

ville, ¥d.3 the English trenslation is that of the writco,
 For the original Cermen see Appendix II. .

e
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In the smigh Church the ordimeticn to ell levels of
the ministry 4s by lot. In most cases &n inaividuel is
first ordained & minister of the Book before he becomes
a candidate Tor ordinstion as a bishop., One who has been
pregent at an dmish ordinaticn service never forgets the
solemn hush of the waiting congregstion. 45 the men who
sre in the lot step forward, each cne selects a book from
& number of hyznbooks or Bibles that have been placed on
a *ahle. One of these hooks will contsin a s1ip of peper

with en appropriste verse of Ccripture written upon it, ;

e

and the man who drswa this book is t¢hen snd there Or-

o I

doined 55 the new minister. .The ztmosphere thue created 3

45 one of tense sxpsctancey not enceuntered in eny cther J
Protestant worchip service, with the excertlon of zome

Kennonite congregations.

B, Other Forms of Amich Yership

1. Amish baptismal vows,

inother unususl service within the éalsh Churceh Is .
that of baptism, A&mish young pecple do not as & rale be-
come members of the church until they sre fourteen or six- i

teen years of sge. Deptism is alwzys preceded by three

oy four months of imnstructiocn. This Instruction is given




by the ministers during the nphpath® of the regular Sun-
day morning worship.
The Amish take thelr beptismal vows seriously, but
aye careful not to attzeh any sacremental significance .
to the rite of baptism. The baptisﬁal vowg which here
foliow ere taken while the candldates &are in & kneeling
position. After the candidates are baptized by sprink-
1ing or pouring, they are received into the church through
the right hand of fellowship and the greeting of tﬁe holy

kics.

Do you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is the Son

of God? Do you believe znd hope that you &rec uniting

%ith & church of Cod wnich is & Christian one, zand 4o

you promise that you will be obedient both to Cod and to
the church?

and do you renounce the devil, the world, and the lust

of the flesh, and «ay nvegh to Jesus Christ and wis Church?
And 4o vou promise 10 abide by the dlscipline cf the
ehurch of Godz to shere in its counsel and work, accord-
ing to Christ's word a2nd teaching?

And do you promise to rermzin true to your sccepted Talfh,
to live by it snd to dle by 1%, <1tn the help of God?l

As can be seen from the ghove vows, the Amish have i
rotained the full significsnce of ggult baptism snd volun- oF
tzry church membership. Some of «he more libergl groups

of Anebaptist origin have developed, under the infiuence

-

8. 1bid. For the criginal Germen gee Lppendix III.
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of the revival movement, & chiid evangellsa emphaaia
which borders on infant baptisn,

2. The Amish Communion service,

probably the most unusual zspect of the observance
of the Lord's Supper in the amish Church is the length
of the service. It frequently begins 2%t nine o'clock in
the morning &nd seldom closes before feur ofclock in the
afternoon, In accordance with the custom instituted bY
Jecob Ammen, the Amish still observe Communion twice an-
nually. Generally these two services are held on Easter
Sundey znd in lz2te September or early Cctober. Follow-
ing is thg order of worship ard the Seriptures read st
& typical amish observance of the Lord's Supper.
The bishop shall open the service,

Another minister shall make g further intrcduction, wsing

the first cleven chapliers of Gerosis &s tne basis of his
remarks,

inother minister shs1l then relate the ristory cf the
petrizrchs, and 1t is desirable 1o hring this part of the
service to & close by ncon., This rinigter shpll then read

Take 22:11-33.
pnother minister shall then read I Corinthians 10:1-25.

The bishop shell then expound the Scriptures whieh tell
the story of our Tord!s suffering and death.

After this the bishop shs1l reed I Cerinthiens 11:1-2 and
17-34, Then he shs1l read John 6:47 to the end of the
chapter., After this he shall lesd in prayer and then
break and distribute the bread to the merm.ers of the

t




congregation,

After the bresking of the bread, the bishcp shall lezd
in another przyer, and a fellow~minister shall distribute

the cup.

The bishop shall then lead in 2 preyer of thanksgiving
and read John 6:1-18.

He shall then remind the congregstlon of the duty to wash
feet and give alms, - &fter this he may give opportunity
for testimony.lS :

After one reeds the above order of worship, it 2
not difficult %o see why it takes g Ilcng time to observe.
the Lord's Bupper in the &Amish Church. In recent years
some Amish congregetions have divided this service inte

two distinct parts by declaring ¢ thirty-ninute recess. .

3. The highest confession.

A church thet is made up of bantized adult believers
is thereby & voluniary asscclation of like-ninded poople.
4 church that is so constituted must make some provision

.

to deal with thosc who become merbers but vho 2t .5 later

time mey violete the stendards which that church has adopted

as its own. Should 2 church member féll inte grievous sin
and continue therein in an unrepentant manner, he would be
excompunicated in most if not in 211 4mish churches.

If, however; a church member fells into sin and later

repents of the evil which he committed, he may be restored

19. ibid. For the orlginal Cerran see Appendix 111,
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ko fellowship by me¥ing whet the Amish call “ithe highest
sonfession®. VWhile this confession is sometimes abused
and perhaps 2t other times unwillingly extrected, its orie
ginél sunction wes to keep the-church pure.

The words of this confession show a strong gensc of
Christian sollderity. in adult believer who £5211s into

sin involves not only himself but also +he brotherhood to

he must

i

whiech he belongs. To be restored to fellowshi
confess his sin to the protherhood which he-Jas ciffended
as well as to God. Tie confession which here folleows 1is
made. on hended knees wefore the members of the congregé-
tion who hsve shared In deciding whet penaity should be
imposed for & porticular offense.

Do you confess netfore Cod end the church thet yeou dsserve
this punishment which you have prouyiit upen vourself?

i

tnd do-you confess thet you deeply regret that you hsve
grieved Cod and the church, anl ¢0 ¥ou entreat God and
the church to be patient with you?
4nd do you promise with the help of &
abide by the sovenant of yonur faith and baptiesm
nave in the pssty

In the neus of Cheigt and the church the rirht hand of
fellowship is oxterded 1O youj arise, end be & loyal mem-
per of the church.20

4, Amish weddings and mapriage VOFS.

‘the a&nish demonstrate thelr crristian sclidarity not

T30, Apid.s For the originel Germin i€ Appendii Til.
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only on such serrsuful pecasions &5 those-nenticﬁeé alove,
tut slse on sach joyful occasions .as weddings.,

The intention of & young couple te get rerried is al-
ways snnounced at the close of & worship service on the
Sunday preceding the date that merricpe 1s to be performed.
mnis iz no mere reading of a ceremony but 8 full length
ehurch service which 211 members of the congregation ﬁa? 2lw

who are rembers of

1]

tend, MNsrrlape ig restricted to thog
the church and is solemnly entered Into as 2 covenant be-
tweéﬁ two helievers who promise Col end the chureh that
they wiil endeavor e hecp their morrisge on & Christian
tevel. The cepemcny which is here inciuded shows this
plainly.

%o vou balieve the ordinuice of merris.e to e Sivingly ore
éaine&?3

L]

ordained

it
[5]
3]
+d
&
tuka
Gy

2nd do you helieve that this woman, our sigt
of Cod to be yvour wife?

And de¢ veu bolleve that this men, our brother, is ordained
of Cod %0 be your musband? :

Lnd do vou promise your wife before Cod and the chupch that
you will care for her 4n podily sickness or under any olther
eipoumstances which may arise betueen snristisn marriage .
partners, &z iz becoming to & Christion husband?

&nd do you prenlse your hucghand hefore God and the ohupch
that vou will care for him in bodily sickness or under &my
cther eircumstances vhich may zrlce belveen Chrigtian m8p9-
riage psrtners, as is becoming te 2 Christian wife?

Do vou both together prorise that you will love end care
v
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éach-for the other, and that nothing shall separate you :
until God Himself seperates you through death?Zl ;

At the conclusion of this ceremony the couple is
asked to join hsnds while the bishop declares that ihey
are now men and wife. ¥No ring 15 used in the ceremony as
the Amish @0 not wear jewelry of any type.

To the credit of the Amish it mnst be sald that di-
vorce is viftualiy gnknewn ameng them. The family in
closely knit compunity groups contimes to be the real

foundation of their ontire church life.
T Conclusion

The Amish in America today nave much ¢ Teach a
Chyristeniom that too ofien cozmes 10 teprs with the world
when+i§ ought to resisi the tefrific trrosd of the secu-
lar rind. On the other hand, mode¥n pretestantism Nas
much to teach the Amish, who are oo often shackled by @
dead externalism, Each group has need of a corrective
which the other can supply, if only & medium can be fourd

to bring about a closer relationship betweell the wo.

ST Ehe wedding vows were made aveilable to the
writer through the ccurtesy of Dr. Alta Schrock, Goshen,
Indiznz, who copled them Trom Bishop Jogeph J., Yoder of
Meyersdale; Pa. Joseph Yoder in turn had copied them from
Moses D, Yoder, who had copied them from toel Beachy. This
is en illustration of the wey Amish service nrnuals pEss
from one generation to the naxt. )




hPPEHﬁIX 1
SONE BARTY AMERICAN AMISE MENRONITE DISCIPLINES
prenslated and Edited by Harold O. Bender
THE DISCIPLINE OF 1809

Fipst: That 21l those of our members wno leave us to
join other churches shall be treated as apostate per-
sons according to the word of the Tord and his crdinance,
and shall be seperated and shall be recognized &8s sub-

jects for the ban,

Second:s Permission'shall ve given to “adwonish® 2t & fun-
eral in our brotherhood, but not cutside.

Third: We have no basis in seripture for excluding any
member from taking part in the council cof the churech.

Fourth: That shurming snall be exercised towsrd banmed
persons acceording to rho tesehing of Chrlst and the epos-
ties with respect to esving ané drirking, 1ife and vork
{("Handel:end Wendel®) until they ave sgain pecelived by

the chuieh.

Fiftht Anvone who Imansgresses the rule of shunning in
Yeakness or ignorance cen be reconciled by confession to
the church that he has erred; whoever Transgresses Inten-
tionally oubt is not stubborn zbeout it when admonished,
san be reconciled by a "fullf (rhoecnst?) confesclon bus

whoever stubbornly refuses to heavken to admcuition shall
be excommunicated fiom the church.

84xth: VWhoever swealsS an cath knowingly and 7 sivelously
“hall be excommunicated; but whoever £wears cut of ineX-
perience shall be reguired to make a "Iull¥ confession,

gewenth: In regard to cutting of the heir 2nd beard, it
Yo doclced that no ore shall be accepied 85 & member dn
the cimrch uniess he manifesis the full fruit of chedishce,

175 '
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end 211 these who are already in the shurch snd are not
willing to be obedlent %o tnis reguletion shell be deslt
with secording to Christisn diseipline {"Cprdrung” ).

Eighth: It 1s decided that jury service sha1l not be tol-
arated or permitted for tyethren in the churech.

Winth: Proud dresses, proud trousers, hats, and corbs 1in
The nsir, end simllar werldly clothing shall not be tol-
erated in the church, (Hats and ¢ mbs were prohibited

for women,--Fd.)

tn conclusion: L1311 the shove articles chell be chaerved

ang prectised according to Christien ddseipline and pat-
ience.

Acknowledged and signed by us:s #icrael lopp, <cohannes
Blanek, David Yoder, rhristel Stoltzfus, Johannes XKénig,
Christian YodeTr, Cheistian Rertzler, Hannes Yoler, Hennes
Beiler, Christisn Xonig, Chrigtisn Zug, Joseph Kurtz,
Hannes lepn, Peter Blanek, Crristizn Yiller, Christian
Stutzmen, Jecob Miller, naniel fug, Uhristisn Zug, Iseac
Yeger, Jacob Stutzman, pentel ¥iller, Abrshsm Piller

~rE DISCIPLINE OF 1837

[ AR e

ripgie-dt is noted that deeline tag sel iri becasuso the
crdinance of God in the matter of the ban is grestly ne-
clected. Pecided thot separation and ghunning sre Lo Le
sracticed toward 271 disobedient cnes withoub vegerd of
nrevrson, wnether men or WOmADN. '

Secend: ¥4 is acted thet there 48 gwiul pride In cicthing,
emely with respect to silken neck-cLolus {Talgyeecher
worn srcund the neck, 0 thet mothers tie sillken necke-
clnths on theiv children, end make high collars on their
ohildren's shirts end clcthing, ond the mothers percit
+their deuphters to wear ments hete end go with then to
ohusch or other places, or that even the mothers hove then
themselves., Declded thet sugh things shell not be among

us.

third: Decided that there cha1l be no display in houses,
na:ely when houvses are puilt, or painted with various

T
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colors, or filled with showy furniture, nemely with wood-
en, poreslain, or glzses utensils {dishes), and having cup-
boards end mirpors hung on the wall, =2nd such things.

Fourth: Declded that worldly offices are not to be held,
_namely, serving on juries, or holding electicng to elect

officials.

Fifth: Decided thet excessive driving of gleighs or other
vohicles is not to be, and also that wehicles are not to
be painted with two ecolors, as has zlready occurred too

much,

Sixth: Decided that those who marry-cutside are rio longer
o be received sgain so lightly into Tellowship, unless

they bring their marriage partners with them into Christian

djscipline, and are recelved after true repentance and

-—

change of heart has been shown.

Seyenth: Decided that when two persons marry, both of
Thom are outsife the church, and ithey desire t¢ be re-
celved into fellewship, the ministers shall make plain ¢o
them the obligations of Christizn merriage esccording to
the ordinance of God, and when they are received they
shell promise before Ced and the trotherhool to fulfil

the obligastions of Christian merrisge eccording to Christ-

ian drqinance.

Fighth: Decided that the Bavhath is to be kept holy, that
business is to be conducted on the six deys of the week
according te the ordlnance, and Sunday is fo be kept to
the honor of God, except in case of emergency.

Mnth: With regard to the excesses practiced among the
youtn, namely that the youth take ths liberty 1o slcep
or lie together without any fear or shame, such things
shall not be tolerated at all, tnd when it takes place
with the knowledge of the parents and something bad hap-
pens on account of it, the parents sha1l not go unpunished,

Terth: Decided that the tallors are not fo meke new ¢r
worldily styles of clothing for members of the church, but
are to follow the old style and such as is indicated by
ths npinisters snd older people of tiie church,

Eleyenth: Likewise, the cabinetrskers are not 4o make such




178

provd kinds of furniture snd not to decorete then with
sueh loud or gy {("scheckich")} colors.

mealftn: Ir conclusion, 211 the above-mentioned ezrticles
Zre to be cbserved sccording to Christian giscinline and

patience.

Sigred by us, ministers of the followineg congregeticns.

e L I

Conemsugh Coneregatlon: Jacob Cesch, Christisn Killer,
Christien W,ss1i, Joseph Miller, Jonss Yoder

Cisde Congrepation: Christian Yoder, Eenier, Chrisiisn
Yoder, Junior, Abrahsm Miller, Jacob Swartzendruber,
David Yoder ¥

g

=T

River Congregation: Benedict ¥iller, Jost Yoder, Hanne
Cingrich . |'

mHE DISCIPLINE OF 1865

Holmee County, Chio, Junel, 1865 i

¥y dear brethren and sisters In the Tord, I would wish thet
- the dear lord msy direct us by his sood and holy splril,
that we ey hoid fast in the truth which %e have ancernted
unto a_blessed end, that we may nct do thet #nich 1s harae
il to our saivatiom ("Sceligkeit"} ard conlrary Lo the
word of the Lord, snd may help to uprocl every nlant which
the heaveniy father hes not plented, IHowever, in the
present time there is becoming ranifest & spirdt which
tries to give the impression that this or that is of no
{mportence and has no value for good or for bad., It is
Tor ns to consifer wvhether this splolt is fror (od. OF

ghether it is z spirit of error. Do we and the miniztars

nemed below were gathered together In the neue of the Lord
and becsme agreed on the Iollowing poinis.

Fiprst: When such things beconme manifest which ve recegnize
fo iesd to pride end display and lead away frcn Cod, emi
are horeful to the church, they orc to be rooted cut, and
sre not %o be %tolersted in the church.

Newt: Decided not to allow atteniance &i worldly conventions,

i ——
+
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or fairs, or yearly feirs, or to take part in them, or 10
enroll onr material possessicns in companies {insurance?),
" or to put up lightning rods on our buildings. Likewise,
decided not to allow gayly-colored {t*schackich), striped,
or flowered ¢lothing made according to the fashions of
the world, or parting the hair of man or woman after the
worldly styles, or cutting the beard according to worldly
styles, or carrylng hidden on one's person photographic
pictures of humen likenesses or henging ther on the wall
to leock at in our houses., Likewise it is no% gllowed to
wear overcoets made of ollcloth or rubber or other over-
costs mede according to the worldly styles, likewise false
shirt-bosoms, likewise merchendising after the worldly
fashion, for the Sswiour drove such cut of the temple.
Tikewise, luxurious vehicles accordlng 1o the worldl!s
pride and venity.

Alsc 4t 15 eonsidered altogether improper to holé the
councii of the congregstion with open doors, and pernit
outside persons toc sit in the council, but council is only
o be held with the mewmbers of the church. 4lse it is
considered good that the ministers go into the ccuncil
room ("Abrath?) before the meeting, zs our forefatners
did, and we are not satisfied when it.is omitted. The
spostle says, "Remember your teachers, who proclaimed to
you the gospel.? ¥Fe also gongider that spiritual songe
and spiritual tunes a2re to be used in the worskhip in the
congregations and not nocies, or fast tunes ("Spring-Welsen®)}
which Bélong to the world.

L1sc we consider it to be improper for & Christian to mix
the creatures of God, such as horse ané conkey, by which
mules crise, becavse the Lord CGod did not crezate such in
the beginning. ULikewise we do not consider it edifying for
members of the church to ceceupy worldly oftices, especizlly
those in which force is used, and militaxy positions, or
eriminal offices. Also, it is considered improper 1o dec~
srate the honses with 211 seortg of unnecessery gnd luxure-
jous things such as gayly-colored {("scheckich”) walls, win-
dow curtains ard large mirrors, and pictures and such
things.

mhe zbove-mentioned polnts we consider to be right and gocd
and in accordsnce with the werd of the Lord znd our confes-
sion of fzith, and zs we have been taught sn instcucted by
our forefsthers, snd we intend tc stay by the tapme os we

e
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promised when we were rocelved into the chureh by haptism.
And a1l those who confess the ssme with us, and work to=-
gether, and manifest the same by deeds, wWe are willing

and reedy to recognize as nrethren and sisters and to glve
them the hend and kiss of fellowship, and Lo sexve with
them in word and teaching, and to meintain spiritual unity
with them. For the Saviour s53Yys, "Wheever doeth the will
of my father in heaven, the same is my brother, and sis-
ter, and mother.” ind the gate is pictured to us as
strait and the road a2s NSYrow but iz not therefore ever
closed, but stands open for all repentent souls, and as

1t says in Luke 14:33, "No one who 1S not willing to deny

everything can be 1y diseiple.”
Necided and signed by us, &8 follows:

olmes County, Ohio: Tevi ¥iller, Wozh ¥iller, Moses Bitsche,
Tlizs Milier, Christian Schlsbach

Widdletown, Ohio: Moses J. Miller, Christian D. Yoder,
Woses H, Eiller, Soleomen Miller

Dautl Creek (Holmes County. Chic): David &, Troyer, Daniel
5. ¥iller, Shem J. Eiller, Jeremiah Willer

Sugar Creek (Bolmes Ccunty. ghio): Voses Wenger, Pzter
Bitcche, Jacob J. ¥iiler, Davié D. Troyer

Peru. Indisna: Johannes Schpucker, Hoseg Hershberger

Upper Caznads (Faterioo CC.» ont.): Jokan Jantzl, Johan Ben-
Ger, <onan Cascho

Premen, ¥arshell Co, ., Ind.: pevid H. Hochstetler, Johannes
4. Schlabach

Clade QSoﬁerset Co.. Pa,): &bner Yoder

¥artin's Creek (Holmes CO.. ic): cacob Yoder

Wayrne County, Oric: Tumenuel Fochstetler

Casselmen’s River (Somerset Co., Pa,): Joel Bitsche, Daniel
Hershberger

Bz ons (Berntz) (Pikhart, Ind.): Johennes 1. Miller, Joseph

T g




Hochstetler

Lagrange (Indisna): Joseph Miller, Tobias Yoder, David
D. Niller

Wote: +nese Disciplines were published in The ¥enno-
nite Quarterlv Review, VIII, No, 2, fpril, 1934, The 1837
Discipline is of special interest in comneciion with this
study, since it was formulated by Amish ministers then
1iving in Somerset County, Pennsylvania. The Discipline
of 186% 4s of interest hecause it was signed by Joel Ritsche
(Beachy) and Taniel Hershbergeér, twe men whe were then
ministors in the River congrsgation.



APPENDIX 1T
AFISE ORDINATION CHARGES

VOLLIGEN DIEFST ODER BISCHOF AMT

So wird dir in der Namen des Herrn und der CGemelnde der
¥81ligen Dienst zum Buch oder Bischof's Amt anbefohlen,

Dag du des Herrn bittern lelden und sterben verklindigen
und fortragen sollst.

Und sollst das Brbdt-brechen halten nach Christe lehr und
Vorbild, mit Brot und Wein mit der Gemeinde.

Und so es menschen gibt die sich wollen in die Cemeinde
stellen so sollst du sie der Chrisilichen Glsuben lehren

und sie taufen.

Und au sollst die “Tngehorseien und Strnder strafen mit rai
der Cemeinde, und so sie wanre Busse und besserung des Lebens
beveisen sollst du sie wieder aufnehmen mit rel der Cemelinde.

Und wo Britder und Schwestern sind in der Cemeinde die sich
wollen verheiraten, so sollst du die zusammen geben nach
die gottliche ordnung.

Und so,8u alt und schwech wirst, sollst eirem mann nacin dir
verordnen fiir deinem platz.

Du sollst zuch Diener ansetzen, und sollst hilfen Velligen
Dicner bestitigen wo es nbtig ist und von der CGeneinde
gefordert.

Und dzzu wolle dich der Herr stirken und erieucheen mit
seinem Helligen und gutem Gelst, und das glles in und durch
Jesum Christum. Amen.

DIENST ZU DEX BUCH CDER TFHRER AMT

55 wird dir in dem namen des Herrn und der Cemeinde anbefohlen
der Dienst zum Buch.

Das du d25 Herrrn wort verklindigen urnd vortragen sollst, und
182



183

sollet mat der Cemeinde hin und her beten, reden und lehren,

Und sollst hilfen das gute beschlitzsen nnd versorgen, und
dzs bose bestrafen und verhindern.

syeh sollst du zur zeit des Aben-mehls von der Alt-Fiter
vortragen und verkindigen, won es &n dieh gefordert oder
an dir begeret ist.

Und dazu wolle dich der Herr starken und erleuchten mit
seinem Heiligen und gutem Ceist, und das alles in und durch

Jesur Christum. Amen.

DIERST ZU DERN ARMER

In dem nemen des Herrn und der Cemeinde, wird dir ambe-
Pohlen der dlenst zu denn Armen.

naz du sollst sorg tragen fUr Witwen ung Walsen.

-4 solist 21nosen einehwen und sustheilen mit ret der
Gemeinde, den frmen und noth-gtrfitige Glieder in der Ge-
meinde.

Und wann Clieder in der GCemeinde sind, die in denn Fhe-
stand treten wollen, so sollst du innen dienen nech Christ-
1icher ordnung.

huch sollst du mit wasser dienen bei der Teufe, such mit
Rrodt und Fein bel denm thend-Hahl.

tuch sclist du dem Diener dle Sehrift lesen, und hilfen
w2t in fep Cemeinde, nach der lehr Jesu Christe.

Devey woile dich der Hery stz rken und srieuchien mix ceinenm
Hoillgen und gutem Geist, und des alles 4n und durch Jesum
Ohristun, Amen,

CHLLICEN ARVEN DI

In dem nomen des lorrn und der Cemeinde, vird 4ir Genn
V#1ligen Dienst zu den Lrmen é&nbefohlen.

ngs du tolist sorg tragen {ur Wits.n wd Tafiean,

1
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Und sollst almosen cinehmen und austheilen mit rat der
GCemelinde,

Und sollst zeht naben ob des Herrn Wort recht gelehri ofer
verfalschet ist.

. Ond wenn sich streit und zank begibt in der Gemelnde,; S0

sallst du fleisig dsrnach gehen und Frieden maschen noch
das Herrn Wort und Christlicher Ordnung.

Und won Britder und Schwestern in ger Cemeinde sich wollen
verheirsten s¢ sollst du ihnen sufriehtiz dienen nach
Christlicher ordnung.

Und sollst euch hilfen VBlligen Diener bestbitigen, und so
es die noth fordert, so sollst du auch hilfen Diener des

Worts bestétigen.

Und darzu wolle dich der Herr starken und erleuchien mit
Seiner Heiligen und gutem Geist, und das £lles in durch
Jesun Christum, Amen.

Kote: fThese ordination charges were copied from the
forms now in the possessicn of E11 D, Tice, Crantsville,
¥aryland, successor to Bishop ¥oses M. Beachy, who died
in 1946,




AFPERDIX I1T

TR TT

CYEFR FORMS OF ARISH WORNHLP

TAUFE

Glgubet und bekennet thyp das Jesus Christus fcttes Sohn
18t? _

Cleubet und hoffet ihr das ihr euch zu eine Christliche
Cemeinde des Perrn stellet, und versprechet Gott und der

Gemeinde gehorsam 2u sein?

Und saget ab dem Teufel, der Welt, und dle s tickelt
Eueres Fleisches, und saget Christo und Seiner Gemeinde

zu?

-

Urd versprechet ine die ordnung in der Cemeinde des Te
»1 beleben, und wollet handhaben, rethen und srbelten
rhrigie Wort uad Tehr, und hei der sngenommens Wahrhe
zu bieiben, dabel Zu leben datel zu sherben rit die b
des. Herrn?

rrn
nzch
it

iife
suf delnem bekennten glauben welenen su bekennet hast, wirst
Gu getzuft in dem nanmen des Taters, des Solmes, und des

-

Hetligen CGelstos,. hmen.

tn dem némen des Ferrrn und sop Cemeinde wird 8ir die hand
dergeboten stehso auf und sei ein getrever srtider (Schwester)
inde der Cemeinde.

SCTEATFTEN UND RECEL 40U DEH LLEFDYAL
Dep Bischof uecht eln znfang.

'g4ip erderer macht welter eln einleidung, 1 Eose bis 12
capitel. ,

Upd darueeh ein gebet.

Finen anderer verkundiget die Alt-Voter und ist schicklich
sufzuhtren bis 12 uhr dan leset er Tucas 22, 1 zu 33 verce.

L]
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in anderer leset 1 Cor. e 1 zu 25 verse,

Der Bisohof dann dic¢ leldens taschichten uné der todt ver-
kiindigen.

Denn leset er 1 Ceor. 11: 1 und 2 verse dann 17 verse bis
zur end, darnach Joh, &: 47 bis zum eri.

Nernach f4hrt er ein gebet und dann dss Brodt brechen.
Dsrnach ein gebet und ein mit Diener tellet den kelch.

Dsarnach Thhret er elne denksagung, dann lesel er Joh, 13,
pis zum 18 verse.

Ty vermshnet such von fsswsschen 5o wohl g1s von &lmoesen
einlegen dann gibt er zeugnis.,

DAS FOCH BEKFINTIIS

Bokennst du vor dew Heyrn und dep nNereindo, ¢ns du diese
strafe verdienet hast, die du "bey dich seiber gelihret
Y Lr] .

;.ast -

ng bekermst du das es air ledad ist, das du Cott und die
Cemeinde hetrubet hsst, und eprechect Gott und die Cenelinde

um geduld ant

tnd versprechest du deines Glaubens-fund ung Teufes-Fund
mit die hilfe des lerrn besser 2u teleben als geschehen
ist?

Tn der nimen des Herrn und der Gemeinde, wird d4ir die hand
dspzowoten stehe sul wid sef ein getreuer Brider (Schwester)
in der Cemeinde.

YERZHRTICHUIG

Rekernt ihr diese Ordnung, d4c euch vorgetragen 1st, fuey
gine rottiiche Crdnung?

tnd glaubest du das dlese unsere Serwester dir von Cett zum
Fhoweib vercrdnst 1st?

Urd glauhst du das dieser unser Brider dir von Cotd zun

T
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-3

Premann verordnet 1a8t?

Und versprichst du delnem Fheweib vor dem Herrn und der
Gemelnde, dss du Sorge Fur sie tragen willst, es sel in
leiblicher XKrankheit, oder irgend andsre Fallen was sich
gwichen Christlichen Thelenten hegehell MAE, wie es einen
Christlichen Ehemann zustehet?

Urd verspriehst du deinem Bhemann vor dem Herrn und der
Gemeinde, das dn Sorge fur 1hn tragen willst, es sei in:
Teiblicher Krankhelt, oder 3rgend andere Fallen vas sich
zxichen Christlichen Fheleuten begeben mag, wie €8 giner
christlichen Fheweid zustehet?

Versprecht ihr elde mit einander das ihr Lieb and Leid fuer
einzndertragen wollt und das euch nichts von einander
scheidet bis der liebe Gofl such durch den Toi von éin-
ander scheiden wird?

Wotes The first three items in Lppendix IIl were also
copied from forms now in the possessicn of Rishop El1 D.
Tice, crantsville, Maryland., The wedding vOws Werse copied
Trow a form no¥ in the possessicn of DT, 41te Schrock,
Gosnen Coliege, Goshen, Inddiena, _
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