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INTRODUCTICH

1 was hoping tc meke this paper a detailed study of the -
Amish_peopl%_at Stuarts Draft , but because of 1gck of in-
formation and time, I will not try ito do thet. I do hope give
a general ides what the community i$ like, how the community
came into being, where it is locoted, snd how it functions,

I want to give specisl thanks toithe Noah Mast family
who helped me in getting some of the facte and gathered a lot
of information on this community. I aleo wanit to thank all

those who answered gquestions which 1 esked,







The 0ld Order Amish Community At Stuarts Draft, Virginia

I. Commuhity Setting

In understanding this community correctly it ie important
that we understand why this community was startgd, what the back-
ground is of the people who meke up the énmmunity gte. I will
try to develop an un@eratanding ol these things as I beirfly
congider the Comuunity's

Al IHistory
In 1942 some of the Amish people of Norfolk, Virginia

decided they would leave their community aﬁd look for enother
location. There might be various reascns for this decision
but the major reason was because the majority of the people who
lived ia the Amish Commtnity at Norfolik, de¢ided in favor of some
of the modern conviences which had been gradually getting their
foct-hold in the thinking of the pecple, Here the asutomebile was
a big item. They had started a dairy industry, which wade it
very difficult to operate without automobiles. Since the auto-
mobile had sc many adventegzes, especially in the buainess they
were in, most of the church members were in faver of becoming
car owners. OSo this church at Norfolk united with the Beachy
Church®,

Now back toc our story, the.membera who lived in this
comaunlty who felt that this was a change in the wrong direction

began to look for asnother location. Firat they were .In’.
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Mecklenburg County in the area of Chase City, later they were

in Wythe County in the area of Wytheville aand neith:r of these

two places were aporoved by their scrutinizing eye. After some
more searching it was decided to settle in Agusta County in the
srea of SBtuarts LCraft, Simeon Yodera were the firet faumily to
move into this new area on July 4, 1642, They were soon fol-
lowed by Sammy Peachys from Belleville, Penmsylvanis, then Pete
Kineingers, Ed Masts, Noah Yoders, Ben Troyers, and Simon Schrocks
from Norfolk. Simeon Yoder and Simon Schrock were both ministers,

the latter being a Bishop. For the first while it appeared as

if not many more people would move in, but soon familiea began to
come in from other communities and by April of 1944 there were
already sixteen. Amish fymilies living in this community and it
Jhas increased until today there are fifty-eight families. Six-
teen of these have come into existence from the comunity itself,
The rest of the families moved in from the following fourteen
communities: twelve families from Norfelk, Virginis, nine from
Dover, Delaware, six from Bellville, Pennsylvania, three from
Custer County, Cklehoma, two from Geauga County, Ohio, two from,
Kalona, Iowa, two from Garnet County, Kensas, two from Sommerasst
County, Pemmsylvenia, one from bMe.Minnville, Cregon, one from
Plain City, Ohio, one from Wayne County, Ohio, one from Mayes
County, Oklahoma, one from Topeks, Indiana, and one single man

_from Authur, Illinois whe goit married to a Stusrts Draft girl.

By this bief survey we see that the Stuarts Draft Comainity

is made up of people from fourteen different communities and




and ten different gtates. Each one of these commihities has its
own church regulations and therefore most of thope who moved in
hed some sdjustmenta to maki’ ot only is this true in church
life bBut also in farming. UMost of them find it different from
what they were used to.

It would be an interesting study to find out why all these
peoplé moved to Stuerts Draft. I can only give & general answer
to thig, but I think most of them were dissatisfied with the
spiritual conditioms of the church and the low morel standards
upheld in tEqir oﬁp,commun?ﬁiy‘ Cheaper land and a few more modern
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conveniencesfmight have aleo added to the attraction of this

community.

B. Hatsrial Environment
These Amish people do:not all live next to sach cther

but they are not scattered out very far either. Going the way
the crow flies no fmmilies live farther apart then eight miles.
Giving a rough estimate I would say no Amish femily lives fariher
than seven miles north, one and one-half miles south, cne and
one-half miles east, and two and one=helf miles west of Stuart;
Oraft.

Stuarts Iraft is just about centrally located in the state
of Virginia as far as north and souih is concerned but east and
weat it ie cloeer to the western border than the eastern. It

iz located about twelve miles scuth and a litile west of Staunton,

ebout a fourth mile south of State Houle No. 12. It is nearly



in the center of the beautiful Shenandosh Valley. Itihas a
population of asix hundred people. Even though it is such a small
town it is important little community center. It has two grocery
gtores, two hardwares, two churches, two feed stores, two doctors,
a bank, a postoffice, & garasge, a drugstore, restaurani etc,.
Since the Amish people do not have aubtomobiles fhey do & lot of
their shopping there. Waymesboro lies about seven miles to the
northeast of Stuarts Draf't and has e population of 12,357. The
population of Staunton is.19,927. o

The Valley of Virginia in which Stuarts Braft is located
tles between the Blue Ridge Mounteins on the east and on the west
it ie bofdered by West Virginia snd the rﬁgged Allegheny Mountains.
This area is from one-thousand to #wo-thousand feet above sea
level. The average rainfall of.Virginia is 42,62 inches per
year with the greatest amount from April to. September. The temp-
erature and smount of snowfall compares well with that here at
Harrisonburg.

This area around Stuarts Draf't has a limestone sbil,
Quite a few of the stones come to the surface making it rather,
roughe. The land as a rule is not real hilly neither is it level
but is gently rolling.

The roede in this area are mostly hard surfaced but there
are still some sireiches of gravel road. Except for the U. S,
and State roads mest of them are very narrow and winding.

The goll is probably the greatest natural resource that

they have., There is s%ili one men I think who has a saw mill




but there is not very much lumbering carried on any more today.
I might mention a few other natural resources in this area which
are not-being developed very much #b the present but have been of
some value in {he peet. Thesme ars gravel, limestome and clalk
quarries, end natural gas. These Amish farmers take good care of
the scoil and their land uauallf produces more after they have
lived on it for severel years.

~The land does noﬁ lend itqelf to heavy farming,sojuuch of
it is left in bliue grase. The land which is farmed is rotated
regularly. Frobably the coﬁmonast crops are corn, wheat, barly,
oate, alfalia, clever and’ Leapedeza. Moat of the farming is douse
with modern farm equipment. In this community they use rubber
tire tractors and the equipment which goes with them. This is
probably a carry over from the Norfolk Community. There are only
a few Amish Communities in tﬁe Us 8. that ﬂ&ve rubber tire iractors.
Thiz and some other modern conweniences which they have; at one
time, almost became a barrier to them, as far as fellowshipping was
concerned, wwith those who were more conservative in other com=
mmities. ' s

Raising broilers is probably their greatest industry. Out

of the fifty-nine families twenty-four are raising broilers. 1
heve no ides how many broilers sre raised in & year by all of them
but the 8f/x biggest broiler raisers, it is estimated, raise around
552,000 in. one &ear. Host of these are dressed locally, many in
the Reockinghem Dressing Plant which has & daily capacity of 15,000.

Host of them are sold in the larger eastern markets.
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Thirty-one of these families have dsiries, These dairies
range in pize from a few cows to sixty. The most common breed of
cows ere the Holstein, than Guernsey, end then Jersey., This in-
dustry is & bit newer than broiler raising but is continuelly grow~
ing. The biggest Amish dairyman owns 60 high producing register-
ed Holsteins. The eastern market for milk is very good. They
gsell mostly grade A milk. To de this it is necessary that they
telce a number of sanitary precautions. Their dairy barns ere .
usually uilt exclusively for that purpose and are kept very clean.
The milk house is uaually built a few yardas away from the barn,

These people have electricity se they use it to run their coolers

and milk machines as well as for lightiag in general.

Ce Human Setting
I have already stated the number of Amish femilies
living in this community, but I do not have ihe étatiamics to
show how many 222333 live here including the childfen. The men=-
bership of ihe church iz 158,
Cf course, this church is made up of all white people
but I might mention that they do have & few negro neighbors
and I do not think that the Amish discriminate at all sgainset
their negro neighbors but rather they treat them the same asm
any of thair other non-Amish neighbors.

The.occupetional pattern is rather regular as it is in

most Amish Communities. Usually if the father is a farmer the
aon is one alsc. In scome capes the father retires and the son

takes over bul where there is more than one son and the father




can not afford it, he usually helps to establish the older boys
on a2 rented farm. If he hap extra money he ususlly buys a farm
for his son and ihe son pays it back as he is able. Hot all ..
Amish boys follow in their fathers occﬁpation. Seme go into the
broilser business or some other indusiry wﬁich is popular in the
neighborhood.

Concerning wealth, most of the Amish people at Stuarts -
Draft would come into the middle clese. There are a flew families
who are a bit wealthy and few who are the opposite. Bult there is
no extreme of either poverty or wealth. The.poor are always help-
ed with money and sometimes when their poverty is the result of

poor management they are given some advlce in this area. 1t is

Al v dt, .g/,fﬁ Yo
very i&fficudl in most Amish communztlesﬁto:becomazsa poor that

fhef puffer for lack of food.
It is my opinion, that as a general rule, men who are
chosen as leadera are usuazlly those who are the wealthiest ones

in the community.

fI, Institutional Framework of
A. The f‘amily
The average femily at S-uarts Drafi has 4,76 children.
This is a very interesiing figure when one realizes tﬁat sixteen
of these familits have been married less than nine yeara.l To
give é truer picture of the size of the average Amish femily in
-t

this community , I will gzve further atat1gt1ca showing that the

aversge given avove is not as large a5 it would be if these
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families were all past middle age, so the following figures 6011-
cern mosily the younger families. There are four families which
have no children, eight who have enly ons, three who have only’
tWwo, eleven who have only three- etc. I one does not include
these laat twenty-two families it brings the average si;‘r.e of each
family up to 6.37 which is ‘I-Jrobably a truer averagé than the one
given above. | In further checking the sgss of the twenty-two
familjes given above I find that they are not all young families
as 1 had asaumed but that about twelve of ithem are already in
the older bracket. Even if this is the case I still maintein
that my .I.a.st average is nearer correct on the following basis:
that those old families who moved ta Stuaz;ta Draft are in a sense
a select group in that they moved out of their former community
because they did not have so many strings attached and it was
easier f‘or them to move. In other words I believe that there
were many more dissatisfied+ m}f;a:%};'s ;;tldz;;e‘ ?Ji:ed to move Ay
but because they had a large family 4o o much was involvsd to make
the ¢henge. In case my assumption is wrong if we wouid only take
the average of forty-eight of the families, not including the ,
ten younger familiee, the average family size is 5.35 which.
is a more conservative estimate.

These fifty-eight femilies have 276 children. One-hundred
and forty-one are girls, or about fifty-one per cent; One-hundred
and thirty-five ar-e boys, or about forty-nine per cent.

The family at Stuarts Draft is a very stable unit, Much

of their time is spent togéther. Many: of the attractions of
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the'worlﬁ which disrupt the life of the ordinayy family in America
has made 1ittle impact, if any, on the fémiliea in this community.

The clothes that are worn are practically ell home made.

- Mothers teach their daughters how to cook and sew. Besides this,
if the father does not have help, often the girls help with the
lighter work on thelouts?de such as milking, feeding the broilers _
etc, | _

The boys learn to handle the farm equipment at a woung 35~
As e rule thef take a very sctive inlerest in the farm., Often J
the fathers rely on the memory of their sona.fbr minor detailse
which they have forgotten themselves. If one ia visliting in a
home where there are a number of boys and chore time comes the
father 0ften stays in the house and the boys see to it that the
vork is done.

I think in general we can say thai parents in this commun-
ity have talten an active interest in their chiidren, and afe con-
cerned very much for their welfare., Parents end children spend
ﬁany happy times together in work as well ag play.

This community of couwse, has no divorces. There are *
very few cases, "if any where the parents do nof get alonz well
with each other, Farents think of children as a blessing and
not & liability.

The father is thought of as the head of the home gnd the
leader. Of course, there are exceptions to thim, Generally

apeaking, I would say that the responsibilities of the home are

a mutusl concerii
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Be The Church
When the people first came to Stuarts Draft they had

their services at Bishop Simop Schrock 's house until the church
house was ready for services., The first service in the new
church house was held on December 25, 1943, Since that time I
think two additions have been made to the church house.

Church services are held every other Sunday. They etart
between 9:00 and 9:30. The churchhouse is located 2bout a half
mile north of Stuarts Draft. This is pretiy near in the center
of the coﬁmunity. Those living closest often walk to church.
Others come with horse and buggies. Therg are about as many
different types of buggies as {here are people fro,%differeﬁt
corraunities, |

The services asre conducted about hame ag any other Amish
services. Most everybody is in before they begi n. There are
sometimes a few lale comers. They usually sing two or three
hymns .before the sermons begin. The second hymn is always the
“Lob Song'. Here they do not sing it to the usual slow tume.
While einzing is going.ﬁn, the ministers are in the "Abrote" =
where prayer is offered in behall of the service and young
people who are eligible for membership reqiige instruction and
here it is decided who is to presch that day. After the min-
isters join the conzrezation, singing stops and the first ninister
mekes about a half hour introduction for the main sermon., After
this he leads the group iq?prayer which he reads from the

prayer book while all are kneeling. After prayer all rise and

-
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the Deacon reads a chapter from the Bible, and then all are seated
How the second mipister preaches around an hour. In the letter
pert of the sermon he reads a second chapter and mekes a few
commente as he reads. Afiter thia he leaﬁs the conzregation in
another prayer. After prayer?hé requaesis two others to give ftest-
imonies. The purpese of this is to verify that what he preached
was in harmony with the word of Gode Then the minister speaks
again for a few minutes to admonish the people to give God the
glory for any benifit that they might have received from his ser-
ALY and.that all mistakes should be atiributed to his weaknesses,

On the opposite Sunday they have Sunday Sdhoﬁl. The min-
ipters are the superintendents. They are divided off inte clasges
sccording to age. The younger cones learn the German alphabet and
then they learn to spell and then to read; For their lesson all
study the same chapter. The classes discuss the lesson and then
af'terwards one of the miniéters goes over ii egain.

Sunday evenings the young folks have a ainéing in one of
the homes, They sing for about an hour and after then a acripturs
is read and together they pray the Lord's preyer. The whole clom~
munity has elected three men who are to have oversight st the
singings. Each.one covers a certain area of the community end
vwhen the singing is in his area he is reSponsibié to be there and
lead in their evening'deVUtiona. One sees no indscency st the
singing. There is no smoking or drimnking as is often the cese.in
other commmities. The youné people uphold high moral standarda
in courtshipes 48 a rule wost of them marry between eighteen and

twenty-two .
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It is usually held thet Amish people do not believe in
missions, but they did go down to Gladys, Virginia where a new
cormunity wes startdd in interest of missiorn work, to help put -
up the church house. They gave money in 1955 for some of the
foliowing causea: rolio fund, Red Crose, Bible School teacher,
Cancer Fund, German School teachers, M. C. C. for relief, Hospital
Fﬁnd, Communi ty Chest, Mezlcan Martyrs Mirror, Helen Keller etc. '
At the present time Sanford Yoder is serving his two year term in
I. Y. service under the M. C. ¢o at Brooklans Farm, Hagerstown,
Maryland. A number of their girle have served at the CGrace lem-

orial Hoapital in HNebrasks.

0. Education
The State law of Virginia reguires that all children go

t¢ school +till they are sixteen. The Amish pecple did not think
that the things their children learned af'ter they were through
the seventh grade would be of much value to thefjﬂgﬁspecially not
the thinge that were being taught in the public high gchools,
So after their children were out of the seventh grade they kept
them at home. The first seven years were offered at the schooll

in Stuarts Draft, but from there on they would have to be hauled
to Fisherville to the Woodrow Wilson High Schools After the school
officials decided to enforce the state law the Amish decided to
organize their own school which was to take care of only those
who had finished the ae;enth grade and were 8tili not sixteen.
They added another part on to their church building which can be

clgsed off from the rest of ths building by hinged doors.
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The firet day of school was on September 12, 1550. ?hey
khad only the eighth grade the first year with seventeen pupils
The next year fhey had one more pupil and they added the ninth
 grade. In 1$52-53 they had nineteen pupils and eigath, ninth and
tenth grades. They do not expect to add any more grades but sas
their coumunily graws they will have more pupils.

As & whole these people do not think very highly ;f educate
ion. By consent of the wholé church they allowed their teacher
to attend summaer school ai E. Me Co in 195%. But the next swmer
when she asked to come they did not thinklahe ghould,

Mach of the education which these children receive is not
from books but of a more practical nature. They are taught to do
the ordinary tasks on the farm and iﬁ the home, znd the result

is that most of them are very capable and good family supportora.
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III. My Evalustion ' : .
This commmity does have its problems and difficulties,

but I think it is one of the best Amish communities I have ever
been ine The older people give recognition to the needs of the
young people and the result is that their young peopie in genersl

are very respectfule.
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