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Horsch History E.~say Contest" 

t. I"troduction 

IJ.'he ttbalon Interest tJOIIIIIllttee (henceforth M.I.C.) 18 an otflcial 

mbsion board of tbe hachT AIIbh MeDDonite Cbu.rch. It senes this 

...... tUue_ aloDg with AlIbI> 1Ie ....... U ..... id (I>.M.A.) a related board. 

!l'he tomer .ems prlmarl17 the ye.tern atatee of Okl.ahoaa. lCuBas, 

lDd.lana, and Obio, while the A .. M .. A. 8&rvea primarl17 the eastern etates. 

there 18 conalc!erable o .. rlapplflg witbout conflict.. lItaoh bave the1r 

own p1"Oject.,_ bu.t both draw from. the entire CODliJtltu.ency for flraancial 

_ persoDal _port. J.o tho oubJoct ot tho M.I.C. 10 tho tocu. of 

thla paper, the A.M.A. will be considered on:q iD a very minor wq. 

!he M.I.C. 18 OIl outgrowth of a spiritual awakening i" the Old 

Ord.r Amhl> Church (O.O.A.). During tho mid and late 19hO '. thero wa. 

wiAeapread .'ridence ot new aplrUual and miBslon interest among the 

Amish (0.0.1>.) 0_. lIid_ok prlliYer _ Bible atudy group. apron, 

u.p throuchou' var1ou.a etatesl JoJI\son Co •.• Iowa, 19ft6; Goaben. 1948; 

PArtr!d.&e:, Kanlse, 1949; Holmel Co •• Ohio, 1951. Plain City, Obio, 1951: 

and one 1B hnnqlftll1a, end 0118 1n hna Greene, Indiana in 19'2. Betore 

We, there vere DO orp.nimed aeet1.i1p other than tbose wpe"ised b7 

-the Church-. !hese group. wera mostly etlmlated by 70unc people, but 

about OIle-halt bad the auppel't of one or mow minisura. It aeems that 

the force. trom without/ot C.f.S •• Jierald Pre •• periodical. sOd contac' 

"Uh other chuJ'ehea. and the teachings trom -witb.J.n of young mllliete-ZOB vbo 

.twited the Bible won strong factors of lDtluence.1 

1 
Oraber, ~. tlSp1ri.tual Awak.lll~ _'II the 014 Order Ami. Cburcb", 
A :ralei.rch paper, Qo.him CollA.e, 1956. p. . 



1ll1t •• UIore "as no 11IIif1111g orgon1aatlon bene"" tbo groups. each group 

ha4 to .~le 8epa.rately. SOlBe went UDderground or 'Were .. iolngubhed. 

"fhe lirat maD to glYe aD7 ehurch-wlde les.derflhip· to the mh810n 
c ( 

JDOYeaflont vas, Ircmical17. Rueael Manlait'-. a Mennoll!te b:v faith, and 

Oatholic b,r birth, whoa. attention vaD first drawn to Protestantl .. br 

a ,newspaper plctuJ"e at some Amish people .,2 Converted through the 

st1Iml1atlon of an AIlhh man, he felt spll1:tual17 lDdebted to the AmIsh 

peop_le. '1'0 etr:enctben the f1eattered intereet whlch be found, he 'arraDged 

the flrst Amish Milston Conterence_ at ltalODa. Iowa.. 111 August 19.50. A 

oonaeoration lermon b7 J. D. Graber 8thnalate4 a. rel!lpoDse in thirty-two 

YOUllg people who were vl11lDg to enter some t7pe ot Bervice. A~tly 

du~ to the DeWDa8. of eaCb coat.renoes no organization took pIece there. 

A __ CODe! coulerenee 'W8.8 held tn Southern Michigan the following 

Augu,st. and states were rlp1"esen\ed. Bere eicht lIl9D were elected 

lI~rentl,. to plan future contel'GDCea and g1" Bome tJ"1l8 of organllatioD 

to the ahelon movement •• 3 An Ulnerent "Aaish Mlssion 'Bulletin" kept 

• the Y&l"loue members informed as to the interesta and -«PPOBl tio21 of lIli.siGDa 

in the various eommunitlea. 

tI. ft.. M.t.C. Organized· 

-'he third conference was helt at Clinton Ohristian Dar School near 

Go.hon on AlIgu.' 17. 18. 19. 19$2. For the first ti .... a ol!.&h' _, 

of planning a ~am was done before the ~ of tbe firat seasion. 

~lgh"'.D.iJle atte1".ded tl'Om out of atate.4 By thie time, the main points 

of opposition boll the ,O.O .. A. were 'met the aovement was heeiJ.ed .. 

a Don-.Ambhsan. 1t vas held in .English; and it vas too 'lnterie.nomlnat1onal. 

~~. 
4 lbid. 
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'l1It •• e ••• Uy ot tol'lll&l leadorship b)r thoiJ' """ me.b.r. wal "'poreDt. 
"I. group of H'nDteen a1D1eters attd lqmen ,w&re selected to nominate 

and help vote for a new body ot eomm.:l. ttee Mmbere,lI according to the 

":aueinea. Section Nimh,1I ot that conference. 1R1t it "aiDs J10V to the 
PI'e..'S~> .. f 

thell'eleotad .. etstant cha1l'lDan that, all 1II.1niBteHI\".l'e invited and a 

few l.aJaen were .present. fha offices and \el'lltG of offices vel'e parttal17 

established. The a1Jrutes aD-te. "!be function ot the committee shall be 

.. a gene ... l board.' All dealatons were taade with a "ce.rrted motion" or 

Da ... id L .. Ml1lel', l'artS'lage, Kaneas. Secreta1'7 

Ell lIelmth, ' Hutcbtnson, Kane •• , Treasure 

Andrew A. 'MiUer I Holmesville , Ohio, Chrd"""" 

_ 1el Beachy, )!1UI!Il'eburgt 
Indi _ Asstt Ohai1'lll8D 

D8'9'14 Yoder, Kalona, low., ,I'd M..,bo. 

The first two office. aboft. were to be held. separate17 and 

IndeflnUe17. !he las' .three yere to 8h1ft po.ltioDS year17 with 

tbe cbairuD'. term erplrlDg and a new 31'4 coud.ttee member elected. 

111. !he N.I.C. at Work 

#.. ~bl1.&t1 .... 

Sluc. December 1951, llo.asel Moniacl had beeD pub1hblnC h1s 

-Amish Misalon 'Endeavor- and matling it· to aU Amish. IlltJ,hter8. 

Betore the M.I.C. was tormed, it va. feU by DWlU'oue b!'ethem that 

he lacked tact, aDd dhcl'etioll ill big approaeh to the ~eh people 

which tended. to break: co~tce.t1on witb the _1ah rather tball persuade 

them tor m1S8iOD... Aacordlngq, at the f1ret meeting after the AlI«ust 

orgaDisatioll 1n December 1952. the lIsa. of publication came up tor 

diIlCUllSlo11. file O ..... lU .. !IC1'loa _t th., obwld publ1sh the1J' own ,..""r. 

, 



Harwy Graber, Nappall •• , llldlana, thea a aecon4 ,.ear student at. 1l.M.C. va. 

elected UD8II:laou.aly to be the editor. The tlWt'nesfJobc" was to 'be a tvo-tOll1" 

page paper. of. eVNlgellstlc !UUl mhatons-persuading COJl~'. Cha11"118D 

A. /... MUler va8 .0 b. respousible fo.r pl":l.nttDg. After tbe.e decblons 

were made, 2 •• &lc1 was invUe4 to COP to the meeting thlJ.t ewn1llg and. 

hear the dec1dona. He •• ta1l::8D b7 avprlee. AlthDugb he felt the Amlab. 

should &8_ :respoDsibility for tbe IIiOTeIlent, he abo believ8d that the 

leadership wall not )'fit preparec1. Blat; the a.c18i011 •• __ , and !lot vi thout 

It. great deal of ralu.atance be agreed to turn oftr his &CcnuJUlated mailing 

dAres.es of'Amhh lIibhters aDd int.rested people. 

In April 1953. tho fir.t 10 .... c .... out wl.th a mailing 110' of' 240 

addr...... B, Jamaary 1955 it was almost 700. In January 1956. the II.I.C. 

ssne4 that eUtor Grab$l" should begill publlsb12Jg aer1ally. an "apologetic'" 

ot tbe 1I18&1on cause and .. l;vatlon. whlch be had. vrS.tten 1!01BfIi month. 

prev1.ouo17. It enende4 tor five h •••• ij·W1tlleseiD.g"vas malled. beglnnlug 

with that Usu., to all Amtsh addressetl. '!'be 118t haluded about 6'300 

addreuea 'Which'had"Hen pthend b1 tnt.rested penon. b the various 

colllllR1Dl Ue •• 

Beoau •• of JIan'ey Grabel". naponal1bl11tiea at Bed leks, Ontarlo, he 

resigned in 1958. Toet Miller stepped. up from. associate editor to editor. 

Du.e to decreasing :lntel'est show b7 tbe d:ttflcultJ ot collecting material 

for public.UOD, a merge. at; the change of editorahlp vas proposed t. 

'He:rald. del' Warhe1t". Kalona, Iowa. Wheu tbb ta.iled, the last l8su.e vas 

pa.bllahed 1n 1961. As the prise wi tneasing agent of the mission lWf'II8l8D.t 

to the A.ish people. fbi. periodical bad "l'ftd Ua purpose well. Bova'YU', 

1t e8em. that the cbaroh 41T1elon of tbe mid-tlftle. whtch ~t the mission 

IBDftHnt alEoa' entirely within the lleaobv Amieh ob"lo. d .. rea .. d the effect-



1 •• n.Be of til. paper. Bu.t 11 the paper aou.ld ""YO ao.timuld wtthu tile 

new croup, it would probab17 have .erted a good Jl'lU"PG8a. 

3. ¢oloabaUcm, liuitpoJ't, and Billcrest" 

. AI a re8Ul.t of' lnterest &hown in '"farSoua COlllaUlllt1es to reg.ttl. IIIId 

colonise f . ~ Amish Mennonite Colonization OOlllllittee waS found iA 19.1$' a8 

a 8I1beidlaJ7 o'E the M.l.C.. ,The _'11lL~lon8 were l':riJuuti17 econom1c and 

enngel1.Uc. 'lb18 co_lttee, to which the .N.t.C. ge1"ve1l $S IJI advisory 

board hat dene notable yom 1a. locating new committees and operating a 

nw1vinc fw1d fOl' £lnanciDg farmB. Several projects 1nelude the OraDg8, 

VtrClnia·.tm.u.ell ~1t3", and the group at Grove eU7. M1m.l •• ota.S 

Apparently _. tlrst direct lliesioD venit ot the M.t.C. v.t the partial 

IUppOrt ot JebD. lendere a.t "Gulfport, Miashdppl. lfb.q ftBlliated )1'.4 )(11161" 

• va. seJ'Y1UC there under the South Central MlttJnonlte Conference. The 

AIIIlob Chu""h u llano •• and tile M.I.C; buUt .. hou •• for th ... u 1952. IIlId 

theA ga.n . thea seme support untU the,- cowd awq 1D 19!1l. 

'.!be lI11lcrsot !lome for tile Weed "at .". ... d Augu.t 2. 1953 1:Qr the 

M.I.C. It t,e owned b7 the couatJ', self-n.pporttng and operated and 

statfed 'b7 the H..I.C. It opeuec1 with .. leTQ.teen bed capacity and a 

.\aft .t & marriea couple aa adalnlatratora, two I-WI. ana five 81Dgle 

cil"la. Mr. aJl4. Mr.~ Ell Jlelath have served as e.dmlnldntol"l abce ita 

o-peDlnc. '!he7 aft reaponslb1e to the M.I.C. tor home managemeflt, "hieb 

•• ne. csleael1' as an adviSOry board. 

'.!be _ ....... nlarged U 1957. t. a torv-ight bod ca_itT and 

aD increa •• of per •• tmel to six 1-W-. and eicht g1rle. That,.ear Helmuth 

Hall vas aleo built tor staft quarters. Two new oottages for adm1nletra

'tional staff are prsaent.q being built. Preaent plaas 1nclude ~.1oll 

5 'fh1a 1ntonaUOD la from the K. 1.0. eecretary lIT cOl're8pOD4811ce. 
6 'lhla to fro .. the 'Amish 111001 .... lIIllleUIl" 1951-52. end M. I.C •• _t ••• 1957 • 
• 

'. 
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-o:w. thi>4.ot thh oxpens. 10 ... t 1>7 tho 11111 Ilvt .... fImd ODd ono.thl>4 

'bF . the oount)'"_ '!he M .. I.C. pqa 1'eDt to ~ COUll'" on a. pest per aoAth 

ba.b.? 

!'b.e coalB o£ the pro~.c" according te. the m1ee1OD8 secretary eea 

to be; 1'1IDd'riD& Chr1atiall serYico; .. cial ODd opirltual d .... 10JS1"nt of 

tndS:'1iduale through U1lit life; and Y1tu6.aing. The Bt;aft-. relatlo'S.! to 

the GOlIIIlWlltoJ' are excellent. fhere 1$ same "t1sUa.tion work .&D.d tract die

trlbutlon at present. 

c. MiesioJ)8 111 Cau.a4a.. 
-

., 1955.- the~ was considerable tnterest in several oo~ltl.. .. 

open a1eeicm "ork Sa .• real tum.e. At the Atllab- Chrhtlan hllowshlp 

meetlDc held· In Aucu.' 1955, n8&.1" Goshen, Indbna. BiC,.j.Yaraber who 

bad wol'ke4 -.oilg the abalons in 'M~.ota· UDder the Northern Light 

Goapel misaion lDI\d. a prope'sall The directoi" ot the above. work, Irrln 

ShaDts haa lDv1~d ua to build a miaaic:tD Indian school at.Iled Lake, 

Ontarlo, 285 miles from tbe M1Dnesou.-caDadiaD border, are we interested' 
E: 

The 1I.1.C. eppolnted .Biehop Iflala Hochstetler to lead d1o""'o1on with 

the enUra group. h • .101'1\7 fa.ared by "(Ot. to OpeD a new ~on-loca1 

t,.-po of mission. The H..I.C. met with the- ministers present and ette!' 

dbC\t8alon eleoted a- 8tu47'ooaa1tt88.- ~.iE\~ Hoohstetler, 5lnl'terl 

~. We Wagler, Kana ... , and DaDlel S. :Bontracer, Goehen. went to C~. 

A Bod Lako Indian School .... ed teaaibls. On leb1"WU7 15. 1956 an 

M.I.C ..... tlog hold at tholioChototlsr ho .... which va. attended 1>7 __ 

local people, ..... pted tho pro~ .. t 1>7 .. he·third. 'VOte. A bnllUn& . 

1 '!Ala netlon 18 ao'i.t-lJ tro. "t.t,C 4 m1wt." e.nd CCttte8:pQDdeDC8 with 
the JId. .. lcnr"'". secnt&r7. 
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...... ttte. ,",a eleot04 at a apelllal ...... itte ..... Ung on '."1"11&17 27. 1956. 

S'liat eammcr, Lloyd. Gluger:lch, Plain Oit,". Ohio opened the first Sundq 

School there among the Indian childrea. Servicee were bel4 in the opea-

ail" until the baeement ot the two-room school bouse va. "'W tor worship 

later that 8WIIIIle1". 

!'he.- school opened in the tall of 19.56. vi th an enrollment of about 

hO children. Baney Graber flened &8 the first principal !Illd taught aloug 

with Llo7d Gillcerio¥' Other princi"pls since hay. be. lias •• Beac~ and 

Esn .Peachf'. _ Byler and Susie Borntrager have also taught there:. Four 

7WJlc'men haTe served their I-W, v.S.--'there: Noacs hd, Oklahome, Kahl.en 

Mtsly, Kan,as, l:adrew Miller, N.&l7land. and this writer. Beside. the school 

activity, the work there haa -included Sunaq School, Bible School, Ohurch, 

7fttA act1:Y1tles oJU'lOD8 Indians, cratt classes, labor prorla1on for lDdl8Ds, 

build~ houses tor Indiana. and considerable vieitatlon • 

. ~ school was closed in 1963 becaW!l;e ot local ,and government attitudea, 

accOJ'diDC to the ml •• ions secretary. The gonZ'1lll)eut puehed for integrated 

schools. the local peo"le ..... , pricked that a foreign (1) 1II1eaton board 

was dolnc what was their reepondb1l1t7& the Boman Catholic and Angl1e~ 

Ohurches soemed jealou.s of M.I.O. IUccessel. fh.e M. t.O, could adJust: quite 

... 117 'because .~ the hl!!a-q fSlwlclal duUec.,.. of the BChoOl;, lmGwitlg that at 

other plioce& the covernment va. supporting church op~rated schools. The 

off:s'c1ellC7 o-r the mission dollar was aleo under 8C!'l1t1~ 

Mr. and Mrs. Moaes Ma5l' opened a work of vldtaUoll. Bible 1JChool and 

Stmdq School 1n late 1960. at Ignace. a emU lIlixed-nattonallty tow 120 

miles south~aElt ot ned Lake. In later SUIIIlDere BIble tlchools were also held. 

., 



~ke ... ~ hi! IS f'1',1ttc..}~ I) 
l'r •• entq,.. p""'.'po6 at .. _ look. 0.,1, 115 8U •• nor~ lao' of 

:Bed Lake, which is on en lndian lleeervation. They have 80me colUlection 

with an Ev.engelioal Misi5loa there •. 

I). Interpretations and predictlona,.., 

fhe M.I.O. is usually -qu.it. Jlodeet with regard t. ln1tlaU.on of project. 

and the issuance of executive orders. ~he coDYictlon 'er new project. usual17 

stem from interested' sources other than tb6: commUteei'. But when such cenric-

8 

tiona are ezpre8ISed._~;_-committee 118Ualq lends a listening ear. When problea. 

come up on the fhld which atfect sentiments of the·h...t6e churches, the M.I.C. 

rema1ns alo&r. An exaaple of tb.i s is the heed .t an ordained mini ster at the 

Red Lake Mission, e2;pressed a~ 8ar17 as 1957. It is • qa.ost:i.on whether the 

.Be~ Amish Mennonite .Ghuroh 'WOuld. ordain ~JDea.n8 ~ther than the lot. 

h this writer's knowledge, this· above problem is no n~b·ed than it wall 

in 19S? 

Th* merl ts of the committee as &II. adVisorJ boerd are well establ:1shed. 

Bo_a tor the aged in lIarBaw, Indiana. and Orange, Vlrg1n1a have ~Dirited 

:£rom their adnl.. 'lhe relationship of the cCIIIlIlIittee to the Red Lake mi88ion. 

bas frequently been that at an advis..,. fwlct ton", ~eplng the •• en the field 

in contact with sentiments of the home Churches. More modest is the committe. t • 

attempt to make the home clmrchee aware of needs on tbe fleld, eep8cial17 
, 

those needs of cu.ltnral ad,3ustment. 

'What oan be expeoted for the H.l.0. in the fume' To this wrUer, 

the question.- is htimatel;r tied to the merger of the aission movement YUh 

the :BeaclQ' Amish Mennonite Church. Will tho 'rigor of' the lIft'ftent be lest 

as the movement merge. v1 th a group less Spiritually d7namii' IJ!he new denom

ination doee have mission interests but it is more contus,ed with the trauB

mission o! theiJo total. CIllture. A second factor, as thiB writ-e!' see ltI. 



invol".. .._ie .. tiOI1 betV •• 11 tho ,,~iOh prdgl" .... ",,4 tho aupportl.ag 

conlti ~. !he twe Pl'O.1eeta ef AI'li:ansae 'and Red Lalte haft i8OIltb.q 

newsletters. bIl.t therel 19 no 'cenbalUed actIIJ'CfI of lnforma.t1on, and the 

M~I.C. ia 4o~'l1ttle to PDbl101se.tbe allsion pr-sram. 

It -the II1saloD. interest GaD. "Blain d.e. enough in ",he -diffusion 

of the" ai •• iGn IIGv_nt. -rew.UiDg trell its mere. with -lJe&.cb7 Allilah. 

t!i.oup.1;' 'aDd 11t., -ana. it the doora of COJIIIIWllcat1en are ot>Mied a little 
.t •• tI._ . . 
-. It ...... tbat the tv.Wni or tho 11.1.0 •• 01114 b. _d with _ ••• 
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M18810n Intere.'_ Ooamittee Per.oDDel 

1. Pre-tU.O. aaterenc .... pla.rml'DC and coutact 00_1ttee elected" at 
"ottawa. Mlchlcan • .Amllh Mica10n Cord'eronce~ 1951. 

A. J" .~., ltalolDa, tova, Secretary-9!'real'1lU"e 
John ]). Miller, II'tltcl1blaelt., XaDsaa 
Eli Jielw.th, Butchb180ll, ltansaa 
:DanIel lIoaabF, M1U ... buc, lDd1aDa 
Motee 13each7, P4in. CUr. Ohio 
A. A. Miller, Belll.niUe, Ob1_ 
:Btm S. ll'ro7er. DoT"l" • Delaware 

U. !'irst If.I.e .... "a general board· 
Elected at OoaheD, 1952. 

Dand L. Miller, Jrutcl:l.1neol1, lara ... e. 8acretaJ7 
Eli lie lmuth, ButcM.Jl.OD, .Kan ... " lJ!reastll"8 
A. A. !lIller, IIalmeovtllo, Ohl., Obalrmoa 
Daniel Je~. Millerabu.rg, Ind1aua, ASB'to. Cha11'11aJl 
DaTld Teder, Kalou, low&, 3r4 Member 

III. Second. H .. I.e. 
Xl.cud at Kansas, 1953. 

Ibmlel Beao)q', Ml11ere'btlrc, IJld1aDa, Oba11'I118Jl 
Bll Belmu.tb, htoh1l18011, Eaneaa, !i.'reaave 
Davia L. Miller, J!o:tch1nson, ltansae, Secreta!7 
A. A. Miller, KolaetrYlllA:. Ohto, AS.lt. Chatl'lDNl 
Yost Killer, Millersburg, Ohio, 3rd Membe? 

IV. M.t.O. 199> 

IIan7 W.lr1ck, MWI.boIT, IDdlana, Cbal......,. 
Mablea ..,..ur,- Pu'hi.dp. KanA., SeCN~-t1'ealnU"e 
Daniel BaaOb1. Millersburg, Indiana 
Tost Miller, Mlllera'Wl'&, -Ihl.,--H .. 
BeDI7 J. Yoder, C»(Jah". 

T. 14.%.0. 1955 

:DanlellieaabF, MillerubQrg, .IlIdi ..... , Obatrm.ua 
Mahlp. wac1er, Partridge, Kan ... , Secretar;r-boeattUte 
T. II. Miner .• 
I. J). "-.11'111$" 
I. J. Tede.!' 
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VII; H.I.C. 19Y1 

R. J. Yoder, ObaUman 
M. Wagler. 6eofttal7-'lreatnU"e 
Y. R. Killer 
II. II •. We"'iok 
R. J. Tode~ 

D. I.. Miller, Ohall"maA 
II. wagler, S"" .. ta>7~ 
Alvin lIeoch;y, Plaia City, Ohi. 
a. D. Wolr1ak 
a. J. Ted ... 

nn. M.I. o. 1958 . IX. II. t. o. 1959 
D. z.. IIUlor, Clhah ..... 

D~v1d L. Killer. ChairJW1 M. Wagler, Secret&l'7-'freaeure. 
M. Wag:b!r. seontar,r.'reaeure D. S. BODt;1"ep1' 
Daniel s. itfttrager, Goehen, Indlaaa Alvtn~e~ 
Alvin lIeach;y. II. D. Il'elr1ak 
II. D. Weirick 

X. M. I. o. 1960 Xl. It. t. C. 1961 

Alvin 1le~, Cba11'1W1 
II. If.,..r, 8 ... 1'0,-",,_ 
:S. S. :s.,.t_ 
Y, B. MiUer" 
llo ..... ·lInllot. Su;:arcreok, Ohio 

D. S. l3ont:raaer-, Cha1'f'mNl 
M. _181'. S .. ro'~aoure 
ll. Mallo' 
....., _to,lor. lI_oe. Ind!aD& 

XII. N .. I. C. 1962 XIII. M. I. 0.1963 

Y. II. lIiller, Chai....,. 
M. lfaclel', Seoretal7-freaaure 
II. IIocbateUor 
S.Pford Yp-del', 1118slon _Home, 
f( M k lief· , Virgilli .. 

XIV. 11.1.0.1964 

a. Uoobatotlor,OhairlWl 
M .... 101', Socrot __ 
s. Yodar 
E. Ilorlhborpr 
""vid L. In1.lor 

Boman HU11et, Oha1r.aa 
M. Wagler, Secretary-freasare 
S. feder 
B. ieoha\etlv 
Erv1D aershberger 
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