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I, Iatreduction

Ths Nission Interest Oommittes (hanceforth ¥.1.C.) is an official
miseion board of the Beachy Anish Mennonite Clurch. It serves this
constituency along with Amish Mennonite A1d (AM.A.) a related board,
The former serves primerily the vestern states of Oklahome, Kansas,
Indiana, and Ohle, while the A H,A, serves primsrily the eastern atates.
There is conaniderable overlapping without conflict. Fach have thelr
own projects, but both draw from the entire constituency for financial
snd personal support, As the subject of the H.I.C. ie the focus of
this psper, the AK_ A, will be considered only in a very minor wey.

The 4,1.C. is an outgrowth of a spiﬁtual awskening in the 014
Order smish Church (0.0.A.)s During the nid and late 1540's there was
wideapresd svidence of new spiritusl and mission interest among the
Anieh (0.0,4.) Church, Mid-week prayer and Bible dtudy eroups sprang
up throughout various statesi Jollon Co., Rows, 19U6; Goshen, 19483
Partridge, Kaneas, 19L9; Holn}ea Co., Ohie, 1951, Plain City, Ohio, 1951;
and one in Pennsylvanis, end one in Etns Greene, Indisna in 1952, Before
this, there were no orgenised mestings other than those supervised by
*Ths Church®, These groups wers mostly stimlsted by young people, but
about gna=half had the support of one or more ministers., It seems that
the forces from without,of O.F.3,, Herald Press periodicals and contaad
with other churches, and the teachings from within of young ministers vho
studied the Bible were ntrong factors of influence.l

1
Graber, Harvey, "Spiritual Avskeni n tha 0ld Order Amish Church"
A research papsy, Bochen Collsge, 1 52. Do _ '



But as thers was no unifylsg orgenization betweon the groups, eech group
had to struggle cepsrately. Some went underground or vere sxtinguished,
*The first man to give sny Icht;srah-w-'idc leadershi.p"tc; the miseion
novemsnt was, ironieally, Russel Mani&;li, & Menvonlte by faith, and
Catholic by dirth, whoss attention was first drawn to Protestantism dy
a Bewspaper pleturs of some Amish people,®2 Converted through the
astimulation of an Amish man, he felt spiritually Andebted to the Amigh
peopls. To strengthen the seattered intersst which he found, he arranged
the £1r.st Amish Migsion Conference, at Kalona, lowa, in August 1950. A
conseeration sermon by J. D. Graber stizulated & remponse ir thirty-twe
young poople who wers willing to enter some $ype of service. Avoarently
due to the pewnese of mech conferstces no organization took plece there,
A second conference was held iz Southern Michigen the following
Auvgupt, Geven states were repressnted. Here sight men were elescted
*apperently to plar future conferences end give some type of orgenization
to the mission tl_tcrvsme:trl'..!'3 An itinerent “Amish Miesion Bulletin® kept

the various members Informed as to the intsrests and a?ppoaittcn of misaions

in the varioue communitiesn,
11, The H. 1.0, Organized .

"The third conference was helf at Clinton Christian Doy School near
Goshen on Auguat 17, 18, 19, 1952, TFor the first time, a slight emount
of planning & program was done bhefore the day of the firet session.
Fighty-nine atterded from eut of state.’ By this tims, the main points

of oppesition from the 0,0.A, vere threet  the movement was hesded by

& non-Amichmani % vas held in Snglish; and 1t was too interdenominetional,

Sy

b Ibvid,



The nocesgity of formsl leadership by their ovn members was atparsnt.

YA group of seventeen ministers and laymen were uelected to nominate

and help vaote for a nevw body of commitiee membere,* mecording to the
"Business Section Minutea® of that conference, but 1% seems now to the
therselacted noeletant chalrman that sll ministergzefx"&oﬂtnvned and a
few laymen were present. The offices and terms of offices were partiplly
ostebliched. The minutes state, "The fonetion of ths committee shall be

as 8 general board.? All decisions wers pade with a Peerried motion® or

& najority vote. The comnittee members wersl .

David L. Miller, = = Partridge, Eansas, Secretary

Eli Helmuth, : Hatehinson, EKongas, Trengure
Andrew A. Miller, - - Eolmesville, Ohioe, Chadrman
Danie) Beachy, Hillersburg, Indians,  Ass't Chairmen
David Yeder, Eelona, Iowm, - 314 Member

The first two offices sbove, were to be held separately and
indefinitely, The lact three were to shift positions yezrly with

the chairmants tern expiring and w new 3ré committee menber slected.
1II. The H,1.0. 2t Vork

A. Fudlication.

Since Dacember 1951, Russel Moniaci hed been publishing his
WAmich Mission Endeavor® and meiling it to all Amish ministers,
Before the M,.I,C. was formed, it was felt by mumerous brethern that
he lacked tact, and discretion in his approack to the Amish people
vhich tendsd to break commmication with the Amish rather than persusie

them for missions, Accordingly, at the first meeting after the Augunat
organigation in December 1952, the issue of publication came up for

discussion. The conmittee agrasd that they should pudlish their own paper,



Harvey Grzbar, Nappanes, Indiana, then a second year student at %,M,0, wae
olected unanimously to be ths editor. The "Witnessing" was to be & two-four
page paper, of avangelistic cnd missionsepersnsding content, Chalrman

A, A, Miller was to be responsible for prlntiﬁg. After thess decisions

wers mads, B, lﬁnaiéi wos invited to come t6 the meeting that evering and
hear the decisiona, Hs was taken by surprise, Altheugh he felt the Amish
should sesume responeibility for the movement, he also believed that the
lszdership was not yet prepared. Put the decision was made, and not without
& great deal of reluctance he agreed to turn over hie scousulated meiling
addresses .of'Miah ainisters apd intersgted pecrle,

In April 1953, the first fssue came out with a meiling list of 240
addresses, By Jemaary 1955 4t was almost 700, In January 1956, the M,I.C,
agroed that editer Greber should Yegin pudlishing serislly, an "apologetic®
of the mission csuse and salvation, vhich he had written =ome months
previously, I% extended for five issues, 'Vitnessing’was mailed, bteginning
with that issue, to all Amish sddresces, The lict inecluded sbout 6300
addressss which had been gathered by interested persons in the various
comsxnities, |

Becouse of Barvey Oraber's responsibilities at Red leke, Ontarlo, he
resigned in 1958, Yost Miller stepped up from sssociste sditor to editor,
Dus to decreasing intersst shown by the difficulty of colle&ting material
for pablication, a mergs, st the change of editorship was proposed to
"Herald der Warheit®, Kalona, Iows. VWhen thias failed, the lsat issue wes
published in 1961, As the prizme witneseing sgent of the mission movement
to the Amish people. This periodicel had served its parpose well, Hovever,
it seems that ths church divicion of the mid-fifties which brought the micsion
movement alwost entlrely within the Beachy Awvich tircele, decreased the effect-



iveness of the papsr, Bui if the pvaper conld have contimmed within the
new group, it would protably have served a good purpose,
B, Colonization, Gulfport, ard Hillerest,

_As a mesult of Intersst shown in varisus commupities to resettle snd
colonige, the Amish Mennonite Colonization Commitiee was found in 19;;8' ag
a wbsidiery of the N.I1,C. The motivations vere primarily economie angd
evangelistic. This committes, to vhich the ¥,1,C. serves sse an sdvisory
Yoard hae dene notable work in locating new committeas and opei-ating B
revolving fund for financing farms, Several projescts inelnde the Orange,
Virgi_.nia-shnrch %&nmlty, end the group at Grove City, Minnesota.d
' Apparsntly the first direct misston work of the M.I.0, was the partial
support of John Benders at Guifport, Missiscipri., They assisted B3 Miller

whe was serving thers under the South Centrsl Memnomite Conference, The
Amish Church in Hansse and the N,I.C. tuilt s house for them $n 1952, end

then gave them seme support until they moved mway in 1957,

~ The Billcrest Home for the Xged was oponed Augnst 2, 1953 ty the
H.1.C. It is owned by the county, self-mupperting and operated and
etaffed by the M,.I,C. It opened with s sevenisen bed capacity avd a
staff of a married couple e administirators, two I-¥W's and five single
. girla, MNr, end Mre. Eli Helmuth have terved as administratore eince its
opening, They Qm responsible to the ¥.1.C, for home menagement, which
seTves closely as &n advisory board.

The home was ~nlarged in 1957, to a forty-eight Ibad capacity and

an increase of persennsl to six I«W's and eight girls. That year Helmuth
Hall wvas alae bailt for staff quarters. Two new cottages for administra-
tional steff are presently being duild., Present plans include expansien
——

5 Thia information is from the ¥,1.C. secretary by corrsspondsncs,
6 This is from the “Amisch Missions Bulletin? 1951-52, end M,I.C. minutes, 1957.
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and renovation of the main tnilding, coming to the cost of $330,000,
Two thirds of this expense 1s met by the E{ll Burton fund and one-third
Yy -the county. The M.I.C. pays rent to the cmty on & guest per month
basia.’ | |

The goale of the preject, ;ccor&ing to. the missions secretary seen
to be’ rendering Christian service; social and spiritusl develemment of
individuals through unit life; and witnessing, The staff's rélatiom to
ths community are escellent, Thare is sove visitation work and troet dise
tribvatior st present,

C. Miesions in Canada. .

By 1955, there vas considerable interest in several comgunities to
opsn misgion work in & real sense, . At the Amigh Christian Pellowship
mesting held in August 1955, near Goshen, Indlans, 8&Sdiy Graver who
had: worked smong the Rissions in Minnssota under the Northern Light
Gospel wission made & propesali: The director of the above work, Irvin
Shantz hag invited we do Muild a mimsion Inmdisn school at Red laks,
Ontario, 285 niles from the Hinnesots~Gsnadian border; zre we interested?
The H.1.C, sppointed Bishep .%hn Hochatetler to lezd discussion with
the entirs group. The majority favored by vete to oren & new non-lecal
type of Bission, The N.1,0. met with the ministers present and efter
discusaion elected a study committes, Bishop Hochstatler, ministers
¥, ¥W. Wagler, Kansas, and Danlel &, Bontrager, Gochen, went to Canéda.
A Red Lake Indian School ssemed feasidble. On FPebruary 15, 1956 an
H.1.C. neeting held at the Hochstetler home, vhich wae attended by many
local peopls, accepted ths project by a twoethirde wote. A Duilding .

7 This section is mostly from ¥.I1,0, wimutes, end correspondence with
the mission's eecrotary.



committes vae alectsd at a special committes meeting on February 27, 1956.
That suwsmer, Lloyd Gingerich, Plain City, Ohic opened the first Sunday
School there smong the Indisn children. Services were held in the open=
aly watil the basement of the two-reom school house was Piitsd for war:sship
later that summer,

The school opensd in the fall of 1956, with an snreliment of zbout
Lo children, Hzrysy Graber served se the first prineipa)l snd taught aleng
with Lloyd Gingarich__é{_-' Other principls cince have been Mases Bsachy and |
Esrs Seachy. Amy Byler and Susio Borntrager have also taught there, Four
young mepn have ssrved their I.V, V.5: theve: Hoses Hast, Oklchome, Mshlon

' Mialy, Kaneas, Andrew Milller, Maryland, snd this writer, Esazides the school
activity, the work there has included Sunday School, Bible 2chool, Church,
mth sctivities among Indiens, eraft clesses, labor provision for Indians,
tailding henses for Indians, and considerable visitation,

Thte sohool was closed In 1963 because of local nd government attitudes,
sccording to the missions sscretary. The government puashed for integrated
schools; the local peopls sesmed pricked that & foreign (!) misslon board
wes doing vhat wes their responsibility; the Bomsn Catholic and Angliedn
Uhurches seemed jealoue of M,I.0. euccesses, The ¥.1,0. could adjust qite
sa3lly becsuse of the heavy financial duties, of the schecl, knowing that at
other plsces the goverament was supporting ehurch eperated scheols, The |
officiency of the mission dollar was alse under scmtingy

Mr. and Hra, Moses Mact opened a work of visitation, Bible school and
Sonday School in late 1960, at Immacs, & spall mixed-nationality town 120
miles south~enot of Bed lake. In later sumnere Bible achools were also held

Si.ppighboring commumities., Paul Millertds formerly workers at Red lake ssrve



{wheve H® 15 Frllm;,;p{f)
presently «-PRUSIpeY at & Round Leke schoel, 175 miles north east of

Bed lake, which iz on an Indian Reservation. They have soma cornection
with an Evangelical Miszion there. -
. Interpretations and predictionsy

The M¥,I,.0. is ususlly quite modest with regard te initiation of projects
and the issuanee of executive orders. The conviction for new projects usnally
sten from initerested sources other then & comnitteef, But when such cenvic-
tions are expressed, :ghy comnittes wenally lends a iiatening ear, Vhen problems
come up on the field which sffect sentiments of the hodée churches, the M.I.C,
remains alo&f, An example of this is the need ef an ordained minister at the
Red Lake Missilon, expressed as early as 1957. It is a qunostion whether the
Beachy Auish Mennonite Ohurch wonld erdsin @maﬁs'pther than the lat,
Te this writers knowledge, this above problem 1s no neaa%;olved than it was
in 1537,

The merits of the committee as an advisory board are well established.
Homes for the aged in Warsaw, Indisna and Orenge, Virginia have ‘hengfi.ted
from their a&'rife. The relationship of the committee to the Red Lake missions
hag frequently been that of an edvisewy functien, ’S!’eepﬂ.ng thoss on the field
in contact with sentiments of the home churches, Hore medest is the committeel's
attempt to meke the home clmrchee aware of needs on the field, especially
those needs of cultural adjﬁstmnt.

What ¢an be expected for the M,I1.C. in the fulure? To this writer,
the questiong is intinately tied to the merger (;f the aission movement with
the Beachy Amish Mennopite Church. Will the vigor ef the mevement be last
a3 the movement merges with & group iese spiritually dynamif? The new denom-
ination doee heve mission interests but it is more confueged with the trans~
migsion of thelr totel culiure, A second factor, ae thiz writer see it,



involves eomnﬁn.ﬂon batween the miis¥sh program and the supporting
constituency, The tws projects of Arkanpae and Hed Lake have monthly
newsletters, but there is no ‘centralised source of informeticn, and the
K:1.C. is doing little te publicize the mission pregram,

If the mission intersst ¢an remain dense snough in the diffusion
of the mission movemsnt, resulting f£rom its merge with Beachy Auich
thought and 1ife, end if the doors of communication avs opened a little

" 'ﬂelit seems that the fufure of the H,I1.C. should be marked with pregress.
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Appendlx

Minsion Interests Comnittes Personmel -

Pre-i$.0. conference~plsnning and centact commjttes elected at

. Nottawe, ¥ichigen, Amish Misaton Conference, 1951,
- A, &, Beschy, Xalowa, Iowa, Seeretary-~Ireaszure

John D, Miller, Hutchinsen, Xunsas
Eli Belmuth, Butchinson, Eansss
Daniel Baachy, Millersturg, Indiaua
Moses Peachy, FPlain City, Ohio
A, A, Hillsr, Eolwesvills, Ohie
Ben 5, Treyer, Dover, Delawars

First H.1.0. - "a geperal board
Elected &t Goshen, 1952,

David I, Hillar, Hutohinson, Kangas, Sacretsry
F11 Belmuth, Butchinsen, Ksness, Treasure
A, A, Miller, Holmesville, Ohise, Chairmsn

- Daniel Beachy, Millershurg, Indiesns, Aze'$, Chairmsn

David Yoder, Kslons, lewe, 3rd Membsr
Second M. I1.C,

. Rlected at Xensmes, 1953,

Daniel Bewuchy, Hillspsburg, Indianma, Chalrosn
Eli Helmuth, Butchineon, Kangas, Treasure

David L, ¥iller, Hutchinson, EKansas, Secretary
A, A, Miller, Holmesville, Ohio, Ase't. Chairaan
Yost ¥iller, Millersturg, Ohle, 3rd Memher

H'Ilc. 19?’

Harry Weirick, Riddlebury, Indiana, Chairzan

¥ohlon Wegler, Fartridge, Kensas, Secretary~Trasimre
Daniel Beachy, Millersturg, Indiana .

Yost Miller, Millersturg, Ohis.:u

Benry J,. Yoder, Oklahomp

H.I,C, 1955

Daniel Beacky, Millersturg, Indisna, Chajirwan
Mahlen Wegler, Partridge, EKsnsas, Gecretary-ireasurs
Yt’ Eo xill&l‘ A .

B, D, Yeirit

R, 7+ Yoder

19



H, Hochstetler, Chalrman

M. Vaglsr, Seeretary-Treasure
8, Yodear

E, Harshherger

David L, ¥iller

M.1.C. 1957

71- H.Inﬁg 1956 VII-.
B, J. Yoder, Chairman D, L, Miller, Chairman
M, Vagler, Secretary-Treasure M, ¥sgler, Sscretary-fragsure
Y, E. Hiller Alvin Bsachy, Plain City, Ohie
2, D. Weiriok H, D. Veiriok
ﬁ.' J_‘ Yodar K. da Yﬂ“
uII. H.Iu co 1958 . ' . ‘ IX. IH; I’. c. 1959
. _ D, L. Miller, Chairvman
David L. ¥iller, Chairmen- - H, Vagler, Secretary~Treasure
M, Vagler, Secretary-Tressure D, S, Bontrager
Daplel 5. Bontrageyr, Goshen, Indiana Alvin Beachy
Alvin Beachy E, D. Veirick
X. M, I, C, 1960 XL, M. I, €, 1961
Alvis Beachy, Chairuan D. S Bontrager, Cheirman
H. YWagler, Sacntarthreamc « Wagler, Secretary-Treasure
B, 8. Bontrager’ . B. Mulled
Y. H, Millex- - Bayvey Hachstetler, Nappanee, Indiana
Roman- Mullet, Sugarcraek, Chio '
n:. “-o Io c. 1%2 XIII. ﬂ. I. ﬁ. 19‘63
Y. E. Miller, Chairmen Roman Mullet, Chairman
H, Yogler, Searetary-Treacure ¥, ¥agler, Secretary-Treasurs
H. Bochstetlér 8, Yoder
S),g.n.tor& Ygdsr, xtaslon Home, B, Hechatetler
Mulle : '\'irginia Egvin Hershberger
XIv, MN,I.C, ‘1964
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