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I. Origins

The 0lLd Order Amish in Lancaster County, Pennsylvanla are descen-
dents of the Amish group which originated in Berne, Switzerdtand in .L693
under the leadership of Jacob Atman,. Tiis group had broken away from
the Mennonite Church because of differences of opinion on church disci-
pline. b

The Amish are a rural people. They have & high regard for the
customs and bellefs of their forefsthers. Because of this, they have
clung to the manner of worship, styles of clothing, and traditiohs of
past centuries.z' They do not use electricity. They have no tractors
or other modem equipment. They use horses and carriages for transpor-

tation instead of automobiles. Church services are held every itwo Wweeks

in the homeg of membars of the'church. Services are conducted in the

Pemnsylvania Geman language.

In 1910 there were eight Oid Order Amish congregations spread
throughout eastern lLancaster County, Pennsylvania. The Weavertown Amish
Mennonite Congregation has its origin in this Amish growp., It is a
result of a schism which took place in i1910. This schism was due 0 a
controvery cohcerning mej.dung (shunning). Meidung is the practice of
refusing to have spiritusl aml socldl contacts with persons who have
been excommunicated, This inciudes things such as eating with them and
dealing with them in business. This practice is baged on I Cor. 5:9=11

and on Article XVII in the Dortrecht Confession of Faith.

1. C. Henry Smith, The Story of the Mennonites (Newton, Kansas, 1957,
p. 129,

2. dJohn A, Hostetler, Amish Life (Scottdaie, Pa., L960), p. 6.
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The dissatisfactions of certain people regarding the practice of
nmeidung can be traced to wnhat is ‘nown locally as the I“ioses Hartz
Gegchicht (story).

Moses Hartz (1o‘3J.9--.I.,'E;‘.|.6)3 * was ordained to the ministry in the
Lower Pequea district of the Qld Order amish Church in .I.BSS.h' "On
the day of his ordination, Hartz (not being of Amish descent) said,
the was going to see how the Amish made preachers! and at the end of the
day he proved to be the one ordained."s'

Moses Hepb®ls son Moses was & millwright and worked in a plant which
uged machinery. This caused some dissatisfactlon in the church. Moses
Jr. withdrew from the Amish Church and went to the Memnonites for which
he was excommunicated by the Amish Church without the consent of all the
ministers. Moses Hartz Sr. refused to shun his son for which his office
ag minister was revoked. ATfter several yeiaars of contention he and his
wife made application to join the Conastog!a Mennorﬁ.te Church. They were
accepbed on a confession in 896, The ministers in the Amish Church were
undecided whethey they should excommunicate Moses Sr. and his wife., 4
meeting was held of sli the Amish ministers of Lancaster County %o decide
the matter, All were present, about thirty in number, except David Beiler.
It was decided not to excdmmunic;te them. When David Bejiler heard what
was done he was pot willing to accept the decision of the group. Through
his infiuence the decision was reversed and Moses Hartz and his wife were
exxcoomunicated. This marks the beginning of what is known today as the
strict meidung, From this point on, excommunication and meidung were

practiced not oniy in cases in which church members were tiving in sin,

3. C. Z. Mast and Robert E., Simpson, Amnals of the Conestoga Valiey
(Scottdale, Pa., 1942) p. 82,

Lo John P. Mast, Drast von den Amischen Gemeinen in Lancaster Gounty
{Kutztowny Pa., 195UV D. 7. -

5, Otto J. Miller, History of Millwod Mennonite Church District




but also when they would leave’the Amish Church and go to some other
church.b'

A number of members of the Amish Church were dissatisfied with this
procedure and refused to practice meidung on persons who were excommuni-
cated for this reason. The church leaders would not tolerate this laxity.
Christian J. Beller (1850-193L), a spokesman for the dissatisfied group,
told the Amish ministers that if they, the ministers, would tolerate the
opinions of this group and not force them to practice the strict meidung,
they in turn would toierate the views of the ministers and of those who
believed in the strict meidung. The Amish ministers were not willing to
do this,7 so in 1909 a group of about 35 families decided to withdraw
from the Old Order imish Church and start a church of their OWnle

-

II. Organization

Besides Christian J. Beiler, other early leaders of the dissenting
group were Christian L. King (1861~1950), Jacob Kauffman (185i~-1911),
Eli Kauffman (1851~1925), and John A, Stoltzfus (1870~1957).8' In the
fall of 1909 the group begah having meetings about every three or four
weeks. The meetings consisted of singing, Bible reading, and exhorta=
tions by the leaders. None of the leaders were ordained ministers, so
after about six meetings they asked some ministers from Belleville,
Pennsyivania (Mifflin County) to help them organize a church. In Belle-
ville there was also a group who was leaving the Amish Church, but this
group included three ordained ministers named, S, W, Peachey, C, D. Peachey,

and Bishop John P,vZooke9' Because of the two Peachey leaders in Bellieville

6. a. Sarsh Stoltzfus, Lancaster, Pa., Personal Interview.
be J. D. Guengrich, "Copy of an Oid Manuscript! (Centrlia, Mo., Nove, 19i2)

T. Christian E. Beiier, Ronks, Penna., Personal Intervie,
8. David Iapp, Leola, Pa., Personsl Interview.

9. Mattie S. Lapp, Leolia, Pa., Personal Interview.



the church in Belleville became known as the Peachey Church. Since
these ministers helped the Lancaster group to organize, ‘this group

also was known as the Peachey Chwrch. Later it was sometimes calied the
John A. Church, for Bishop John A. Stolitzfus. After the church house

at Weavertown was acgquired i£ became knowm as the Weavertown Amish Menno-
nite Church. After the church jolned the Beachy Affiliation it became
known as a Beachy Amish Mennonite denomination.

The first church service of the Peachey Church in Lancaster County

was held at the home of George W. Beiler, near Gordonvilie, Pennsylvania

on Febrwry 27, 1910, The ministers 5. W. Peachey and J., P. Zook from

10.
Belleviile, Pennsylvania were present. For about a year the Belleville

ministers came to Lancaster once a month to hold services. Communion was
held on November L, 19L0 and again on April 28, 1911. At this second Com=

munion Service two ministers were ordained by Bishop John P. Zook. The
G DY ")

L.
were Christian L. King and John A. Stoitzfus. Beginning at this time

- church was held every two waeks,.
Ordinations 124
Christian L. King (i86.L-1950)
ordained minister Aprit 28, L911
ordained bishop April 2h, 1913
John A, Stoltzfus (L870-1957)
ordained minister April 28, 1911
ordained bishop April 25, 192
Moses Po Riehl (L876=1955)
ordained deacon October 22, 1911
ordained minister October 1L, 1925
expelied from church 193k
(later received into Christian King Church)
Daniel Be Stoitzfus (1893-1955)
ordained minister May 7, 1922

(On March 15, 1925, Bishop Christian L. King and minister Daniel
B. Stoltzfus together with a small portion of the congregation,
withdrew from the Yeachey Church and started a fellosship of their
own. This group later disintegrated.)

10. Ibid. ' 1l. Ibid,

2. Anna Mary Yoder, Kinzer, Pa. and Daniel M. Glick, Smoketown, Pas
Church records,
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George W. Beiier (184-1959)
ordained minister April 2k, 1927
ordained bishop March 16,1958
Aaron B, Stoitzfoos {(1L8BI-1960)
ordained deacon June ¢h, 1934
Riam Ksuffnan (1907- )
ordained minister June ¢1, 1936
ordeined bishop April 3, 1260

Asron Glick (1903 ) :
ordal ned minister November ib, 1953
Christian E. Belier (1908- )
ordained minister August 16, 1959
Gideon Stoitztus (1931- )
ordained deacon December L, 1960
John S. Stolt zfus (1928~ )

ordained minister Januvary 13, i963

Yhen the Peachey Church started in (940 there were a total of

13,

3% families or about 8% members. There has been 2 steady inerease

through the yaa.fs.

year & rumber of members
1910 = = = = = - = 85
1925 « = = = - - = 129
1940 = - = - = - - 157
1945 - - = - - - - 209
1961 » = = = = = « 336

Most of this increase is due to accep“bingl young peopie into the
chureh through water baptism, Most of these young people are children
of parents who are mambers of the Weavertoun Church. Some are children
of parents whe are in the 0ld Order Amish Chureh.

Quite a few members are received into the Weavertown Church by trans-
ferring memberships froam other churches, mostly the old Order Amish Church.
At the same time there are about the same mmber leaving Weavertown Church
and going to other churches, mostiy Mennonite churches. Between the years

19Lk; and 1962, 133 members were taken in at Weavertown Church from other

13. Hannah Smoker, Smokkbown, Pa., Personal records.



churches. In the same period of time L30 left the church for cther
churches.iu;
The Weavertown Congregation is today a mamber of the Beachy Amish

Mennonite Affiliation. This affiijation is made up of a group of churches
which split off the Cld Order Amish churches and begsn working together.

The name Beachy is derived from Mose Beachy of Meyersdale, Pennsylwenia

who helped to sgtart many of these churches. The first minister!s meeting
in which these churches officially organized was held at Salisbury, Pennsyl-

vania on August o, L958.lb'

The 1962 Memonite Yearbook 1ists 31 congre-
gations in this organization.
ITI. Worship

For a number of years afler the Peachey church started, services
were held in the homes as had been the custom in the Old Order Amish
Church., In 1928 two men from ;he FPeachey Church bought a chwrch house
which had belonged to the Brethren, fomerly known as Gemman Baptists,lb'
*thinking perhaps the Mmish Mennonite Congregation wouwld consider using
it The church house was iocated several miles east of Bird-in-Hand,
Pennsysvania, The vicinity was calied wWeavertown although it wasn't really
a town, onty a few scattered houses. The church house was bought for the
sum of one thousand dollars. "The Brethren sofd it at this low price be-

cause they were only toc glad to see it wowld continue to be used as a

church building.t 18.

-U.!.o Yoder.

ib.  ZElam Kauftman, Ronks, Pa., Personal Interview.

16. Barbara Ann Lapp, "The History of the Weavertown Amish Mennonite
Church Buiiding® (High School research peper, lancaster Mennonite School,
1960), p. 1.

.-L?o Ibid. Fe 2

18, Ibid. p. 3



At Pirst the Peachey congregation did not agree to using the church
house for services., When it was agreed upon, the congregation showidered
the cost.

On July 22, 1928 Surday School was held in the church house., (Sunday
School had been organized pﬁor te this time and held in a schoolhouse, see
page 8). From then on, Sunday School was held in the church house every
other Sunday. Church services were stiil held in homes on the alternate
Sundays until Aprit 6, 1930, when these too were held in the church house.

This biilding was adeguate until 1962 when it became too crowded.
Another church house was buiit near Cains, Pennsyivania, twelve miles east
of the Weavertown building and named Pequea Amish Mennonite Church., To
divide the congregation the suggestion was made that each family should
attend the church that was closest to his home, This suggestion was gen-
erally followeds The first time the congregation was divided the attendance
at Weavertown was 203. At Pequea it was 136.

Church services are stiil conducted primarily in the Pennsyivania
German language; however Sunday School, Young People's Meeting, and some
specidl meetings are sometimes conducted partially or wholly in the English.

Luther's translation of the German Bibie is used.

A Geman hymn book called Unparteiische Liedersammiung is used, This

book was published in Iowa in January, 1892 and republished by I. A, Miller,
Arthur, I1linois in 1940. The songs were taken from the Ausbund, the Un-

parteilschen Gesangbuch, and from other sources.

The use of the prayer book, Die Ernsthafte Christenpflicht, has been

gradusily dis continued.zo ¢

]-90 Ibidl pl 30

20. Rlam Keuffman.



IV. Church Ac¢tivities

Sunda y Schood,

The Sunday School of the Jeavertown Congregation has its origin
in the Gemman School which was held on Saturday afternoons for two
winters. The dates are December 12, 1925 to March 20, 1926 and January
1, 1927 to March 49, 1927. German School was held in the Kauffman School
House near Gordonville, Pennsylvania,., The leader was a iay member of
Weavertown Church, David Lapp (18680- ). The purpose of this school,
as it was announced, was to learn to read Geman, but some of the people
had vigsions of it developing into a Sunday School. The adult classes
used the German Bible as their textbook., The children classes used the

Neues 4A.B.C. Buch fur Sonntags Schulen. The program included a German

spelling class. The atterdanct at the first meeting was LB, The highest
attendance for which there is recard is T0.

On May 13, 1928 a Sunday School was organized by the mirdsters of the
Peachey Church. It was held at Kauffman's School House on Sunday mornings
on the altermate Sundays of Church services. On July 22, 1928 Sunday
Schoold was held in the Weavertown Church House for the first time. Atten-
dahce was 115. The Sunday School lesson was Matthew 11 and 12. The Sun-
day School Teachers were:

David Lapp - older brethren class
Dan S. Stoitzfus - younger married brethren class
Daniel M. CGlick - boy's ¢lass
Reuben Smoker - next class to Testament class
David S. Smoker- next class younger
Aaron K, Riehl - A B C class

The superintendent was George Béiler, a minister. David Yapp was

asgistant superintendent. Todgy both these offices are filied by iay

menmbers.



Average atitendances

1930 - 130
1959 ~ 370

In 1960 the Sunday School was getting too targe for the church
hougse at Weavertown, so it we.ats divided. One group continued at Weaver-
town ami £he other group met at a Grange Hall near Honeybrook, Pennsyl~
vania. In 1962 when the new church house was built at Fequea, the Sun~
day School which had met at the Gmnge Hdl) moved to Pegueas The first
+ime Sunday School was held at Peguea the attendance there was 1l¥%. At
Weavertown the attendance was 203. 21.

Several (German books which are stiil used some in the chiidren's

classes in the Sunday School are Neues 4BC Buch fur Sonntags Schulen,

Bibilische Erzahiungen fur Anfanger, and Biblische Erzahlungen fur Un-

terkilassen., For the youth and adult classes the Bible 1s used.

Young Peopiet's Meeting

Sunday evening August 1), 1955 was the first Young People's Meeting
held in the WEavertmn Church« The meetings were organized by the mini-
sters of the Weavertown Church with the help of the congregation. The
meetings were to be held once a month. The program included devotions,
chiidren's meeting, several topics or open discussion, and a period of

22.
singing from the Church and Sunday Schooi Hymnal,

Summer Blble School

July 9-20, 1962 Summer Bible Schooi was held for the first time at
Weavertomn Church. (There was a Bible Schooi at Pequea Church at the
same time.) The superintendent was Syj_vazi Kaufftnan, Assisbtant superin-
tendent was Daniel Ebersole, There were thirteen classes ranging from

nursery to adult. The Bible School was conducted in the English language.

2la., Yoder. b. David Lapp 22. YVodemw.



Berald Fress Bible School materials were used in the chiidren's classes.

The youth class used the booklet, Youth and the Christian Life, and II

Timothy. The adult class ugsed ithe Dortrecht Confession of Faith and the

book of James. The enroiiment of the Bible School was 213. The average
attendance was 2L7. The attendance consisted mosily of people fran the
Weavertown Congregation but also included Mennonite and 0ld Order Amish

23.
peopie from the community and Fresh-Air Children from New York City.

Revival Meetings

In Janwary, 1962, a series of Revival Meetiings were neld a2t the
Weavertown Church, These were the firsgt of their kind., The evangelist
was Jake Hershberger from Norfolk, Virginia. The meetings were well at~
tended by neighboring Amish and Mennonite people as well as Weavertouwn
pecples There were guite a few responses to the invitation, most of which

were confegsion of sin and rededicating iives to God.

Youth Activities

In 1948 a missionary project was organized by Aaron Riehl. This
activity consisted of using an acre of land to raise vegetables. The
vegetables were sold end the profit used to donate to mission causes.
In 1948 the project was held on the fam of Mrs. Anna Smucker. The
first offf cers were: presgident-Paul Smucker, vice-president - Wesiey
Stoltzfus, secretary - Vernon Giick, and treasurer - Melvin Lapp..-

In about 1943 a mixed chorus was organized by Aaron Riehl, & married

man. This activity consisted of chorus practices every two weeks on Satur-

day evenings. MAaron Riehl was the director. The song books used were

23. 8ylvan Kauffman, Bird-in-Hand, Pa., Personat ietter,

2. Yoder.
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church Hymnal and Favorite Radle Songs by Virgil O. Stamps. This was

an informal chorus open t0 any young peopie who cared to atvend. Pro-
grams were given in homes of sick people, Missitn Churches, anil places
Jike the County Home, W"The p‘urﬁose was to have the young people beoonie
more interested in Spiritual activities. I think it did accemplish
spiritual values in many ways." 25+ Dhis gctivity was discontimed
eariy in 1919 when Aaron Riehi transferred nis membership to the Conser-

vative Conrerence. In the Spring of 1950 26.

two men, Christian Kauffman
and Simeon Kanfiman met with the ministers and decided to again organize
a mixed chorus for the young people. <The purpose was "to get our young
folks mare interested in singing and to have some spiritwal activity for
them, I think the purpose was very well accomplished." 27 fne rirst
leader, Wesiey stoitzius, was t%ken from the youth group. This practice
has continued. This chorus was conducted in much the same way as the pre-

vious chorus except that programs were hot given in chwrches. fThis activi~

ty has continued to the present. The books used now are Church Hymnal and

Songs of the Church. The interest shown by the youth filuctuates somewhat

but in general is good.

Bible Study was organized in about 1953 by the youth themselves under
the leadership of Dan L., Lapp. This activity consisted of a2 meeting every
twe weeks on Wednesday evening in which there was a period of Bibie study,
led by a member of the youth group, and a prayer meeting. The Bible study
usnaliy consisted of open discussion on a poriion of the Bibie or a parti-

cular subject. The meetings were held in privaste homes, Seversl years

25, Aaron Riehi, Quarryvilie, Pa,, Fersonal letter.
26, Wesley Stoltzfus, Altre, Kv., Personai lebtter.

27. Simeon Kauffman, Gordonvitie, Pa,, Personal letter. |



Church Hymnal and Favorite Radio Songs by Virgil O. Stampse This was

an informal chorus open Lo any young people who cared to attend. FPro-
grams were giwven in homes of sick people, Missien Churches, anii places
1like the County Home, "The purpose was o have the young preople beome
more interested in Spiritual activities. I think it oid accomplish
spiritual values in many ways." 5. This activity was discomtimued

early in 1919 wnen Aaron Riehi transferred his membership to the Conser-
vative Conterence. In the Spring of 1950 264 twe men, Christian EKauffman
and Simeon Kauffman met with the ministers and decided to again organize
a mixed chorus for the young people. Yhe purpose was ™o get our young
folks mare interested in singing and to have some spiritual activity for
them, I think the purpose was very well accomplished." €1 fhe first
leader, Wesley stoitzfus, was aken from the youth group. This practice
has continued. This chorus was conducted in much the sawe Wy &s the pre-
vious chorus except that programs were not given in churches. This activi-

ty has continued to the present. The bhooks used now are Church Hymnal and

Songs of the Church. The interest shown by the youth fluctuates somewhat

but in generaj is good.

Bible Study was organized in aboub i953 by the youth themselves under
the leadership of Dan L. Lapp. This activity consisted of a meeting every
two weeks on Wednesday evening in which there was a peried of Bible study,
led by a member of the youth proup, and & prayer meeting. The Bible study
usually consisted of open discussion on a portion of the Bible or a parti-~

cular subject. The meebings were held in private homes, Several years

25. Aaron Riehi, Quarryvilie, Pa,, Fersonal letter.
26. Wesisy Stottzfus, Altro, Ky., Personal letter.

27. Simeon Kauffman, Gordenviiie, Pa., Personal letter,

L



jater these meebings were-held in cocperation with the church at which
time it was decided that the ministers shouid take turns to attend the
Bible Studies. The ministers did not take charge of the meetings. They
continmied to be youth activities heid in private homes. Tmisg activity
continues to the present with good interest by the majeority of youth.
I think it has done much to stimulate Spirituwal growth among the youth.

On September 1956 a Tract Band was started by Homer Schrock, a
youth from Somerset County, Pennsyivania who was serving his I.W, service
near Laa:astemsl The first officers were Homer Schrock-president, Ruth
Petersheim-secretaryrstreasurer, Ray Lapp and Naomi Petersheim in charge
of the malling list. "The purpose of it being started was first because
of the constraining love of Christs I believe that this was the main
reason, o quickly tell othersrand literature is ohe of the most effeclive
ways in distributing tracts. OSecondly it has been started as a useful
activity for energetic people. To give them something to do and give thelr
attentions to something constructive and lasting,t 28, Meetings are held
once a month at which time tracts are prepared for distribution and for
the mailing list. At present there are 135 people on the mailing Jist.
The monthty goal in tract distribution is L,000. These are distributed
in four clties: Reading, Pennsylvaniaj York, Pennsyivaniaj; Chester, Fennsyi-
vaniay and Wilmington, Delsware. The tracts are distributed by small groups
of young people on the city streets on Friday evenings. Therse are an average
of about 25 response cards a month received from the tract distribution.
Most of these cards are from the.cities where the tracts are distributed,

but there are always some from other states ss well, The intersst of the

28. Floyd Stoltzfus, Bird-in-Hand, Pa., Personal lebter.



young peopde in this activity is not as intense as it was at first, bub

many sbitl have a good interest in it. 29

The Weavertown Congregation helps the MCC with their canhing
projects and clothing projects.

Sentor Sewing Circle was started in November 1937 by Katie Beiler,
Paradise, Pennqylvania; The first meeting was held at her house. There
were 27 present. The officers elected were Katie Beiler-superintendent,
S8allie Stolt zfus-assistant superintendeént, Anna Glick-secretary, Hannah
Smoker-treasurer. The purpose of the sewing circle was to sew for relief.
The average attendance the firgt yerr was 37. The total amount of pleces
finished the first year was 7#. This included garments, quilts, and com-
. forts. At first sewing cirele was held in homes. Beginming in 1952 it
was held in the church basement. The average attendance for 1962 was Ol
The nmumber of pleces finished in that year was 2,137. Speclal projects
of the sewing circle inciude doing the mending for a local chitdren's home
and sewing in three hospitals, one day a year in each. The interest shown
by the women in the sewing circle is excelient. They respond well when
special needs &re presented.BO‘.

Jurior Sewing Circle was organized in 1934, Fmma Stoltzfus played
&n important part in starting it. When it first started Millwood (Mennonite)
congregation and Weavertown had it together., In July 1939 they were separa-
ted. The attendance at the first meeting was %t. The first wvime Weavertown

had theirs separately the attendance was ¢3. The first officers were Pmma

29, Ibid.

- 30. Savilia Keuffmen, Bird-in-Hand, Pa., Personal letter.



Stortzfus-president , Mary Yoder-secretary, Melba Shetler-secretary, and
Flisie StOLtzfus-treasurer.jl The averagé attendance in i962 was 25, At
first sewing circle was held once a month on Saturday aftemmoon. Ad

present it is held on a week day evening., The interest of the girls in

this activity is fair.

Migsions

Through the years the Weavertown congregation has fumished workers
for mission organizations of obther churches. In 1955, Weavertown, along
with other Beachy churches organized a mission organization of thelr own
calied Amish Mennonite Aid (4.M,A.). The board of trustees was Jake
Hershberger, Norfolk, Virginia, Elam Ksuffman, Ronks, Pennsyivamia, and
Norman Beachy, Somerset County, Pennsyivania. The first project was a
migsion in Berlin, Gemany. *The first workers saiied on April 20, 1956.
They were Mr, and Mrs. Joe Roth from New York and Anna Mary Stostzfus from .
Lancaster, Pennsyivania, The frst year the work was under the Ivangeli-

cal Hilfwert, but in August 1957 the 4.M.A. bought some property and

Freldensheim was established. It began as a relief agency for refugeses,

but when refugeas discontinued coming from East Ber.in this work was dis-
continued. The mission work inciudes working with children and youth,
Bunday School, Bible School, craft classes, and Bible Study. On March 12,
1963 Lewis Overholt was ordained 2 minister to serve at this place. The
first converts a this church were Mrs, Ackel and her son Herbert, They
were accepted into the church fellowship by baptism. They had been bap-

tized as infants,

31, Rachel Lapp, Kinszer, Pa., Bersonal letter,



In May 1962 AM.A., started another project in Fl Salvador. The

first workers were Harvey and Katherine Kamffman, Ben Stoltzfus, John

Glick, Wayne Shrock, and Elmer Hershberger. This project includes an

agricuttural program with the men, and working with the women in teach-

ing them to prepere and preserve food. I+t is hoped that in the future

this w1l lead to0 & program of spiri‘buall aid,

At the same time, work was started in Belize, British Honduras.

#hig ecity suffered severe destructien during a hurricane. The work
_includes relief and spiritual aid. FPlans are also being made for a
hospital. The first workers at this place were Lester and Sarah Gingrich.

In 1961 the E.C.A. (Eastern, Conservative, Amish) advisory board wes
. opganized. This 1S a combination of the Bastern Mennonite Board of Missions
aad Charities, Conservative Mennonite Mission Board and the AM.A, The
-Bastern am Conservative b;ards had been working together before sy Then in
M they asked the A.M.A, to join them. They ail three work together
but each sponsors their own program.32

V. Way of Life

The psople in the Weavertown Amish Mennonite Church have made zome
eultural changes since they Left the OLd Order Amish Church, but they
‘baye also retained some of the traditionai practices.

Thelr dress is distinctive but not as Yplrain® as that of the Amish.

As early as 1928 automobiles were used by church consent. I3 Since

then, most mechanical appliances and machinery have come into use.

32. ZXiam Kauffman,
33. Mattie S. Lapp
I‘I-

s



-16-

The peoplie are sﬁ.ll largeiy rurel but some are moving off the
farms to towns. Of the first members of the Peachey Church, 30 of the
35 (B86%) heads of households were farmers, The others were day laborers,
miller, pouwltry dealer, and thresher. Today of the 102 heads of house-
holds of both Weavertown and f‘equea, 55 (53%) are farmers. Other occupa-
tions include carpenter, mechanic, iumberman, sales clerk, truck driver,
florist, marketing, blacksmith, butcher, horse dealer, and lawn caretaker.3 .

The educationatl status of the people is alse changlng. Of the original
members of the Peachey Church, probably none had more than what wouid to-
day be comparable to a sixth grade edvecation. Todzy, of the L0 young people
of high schooi age of Weavertown and Pequea, 2 have, or are attending high
school, 8 are taking hiph school correspondence courses, and 18 never attended
high school.js' (These figuresbare approximate. )

May the concern of the members of the Weavertown Amish Memnonite Con-

gregation always be to cnform their ™way of life" to that of Jesus Christ.

34. Ressarch by Lila Yoder, Kinzer, Pa., and Verda Kauffman, Bird-in-H

35. Research by Lydia Beiler, Ronks, Pa,, and Katie S'bo.l.tzfus-, Honeyt
and Verda Kauffman. _
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