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I. INTRODUCTION

In the center of the largesi Amish settlement,
Holmes County, Chio, five Amish families formed the
charter for a new congregation on October 12, 1958,

The first Sunday meeting was held at an abondoned
school house two miles west of Berlin where the
leaders were laymen in good standing in the 0l1ld Ordér
Amish Chirch, mogtly from the David Troyer District,
The nature »f thias first meeting was a Sunday School
and testimony meeting,

From this nucleus has grown a congregation of
sixty-nine members who meet now in the new church
building on State Route 39, one mile east of Berlin,
Ohio., PFour ministers serve this chureh,

Why did these people leave their "mother" church?
What factors influenced the beginnings and the growth
of tiis new church? What relations does Bethel have
with the Beachy Amish or with the Conservative groups?

In this paper, I will attempt to preseni the
facts and the personal observations of this move-
ment., The chief source of facts are Roman and

Amanda ¥ullet, Sugarc¥eek, Ohio.,

I1. ¥Faetors lLeading to Separation

A growing restlessness has been felt in the 0ld
Order Amish Churcheg throughout Holmes County the past
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ten years. The influence of Mennonite evangelism in
the area was felt in the Amish churches, Many bishops
forbade their members to attend any revival meetings,
rrayer meetings and fellowshlp meetings, either in

the Mennonite cuurches or any other congregation.

Many of the Amlsh were directly influenced by the
revival efforts of the Brunk Brothers in Wayne County
in 195i. Iater *"Crusade for Chrisi" near Berlin,
with Myren Augsburger left its imprint on still more
of the Amiclk., But perhaps the most extensive evangel-
istic preac’.ing in the Amish churches from one end of
the county to the other was done be Bishop David Miller,
an 014 Order Amish minister from Thomas, Oklahonma.

Miller made several trips to Holmes County and
was recé¢ived quite well by the Amish ministry,

Special services were held throughout the communi ty
each day of the week at different homes., Later,
however, Miller was no longer welcomed by some of the
Amish ministers and blshops. "He preaches something
new,”" they said.

As a result of these evangelistic efforts, many
Amish people became concerned about the spiritusl
welfare of their cnildren. Xor several years, an
informal fellowship was held in the community for any
pevsons who were interested in spiritual fellowship,
Moat of the people attending were from the 0ld Order

Amish Church and from several other churches,
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The seed of Bethel Fellowhip Church sprung from
the prayer meeting in May, 1958 at the home of Alvin
Schrock. Ben Coblentz, Yost Miller asdd Alvin; Schrock
shared their mutual concern for the futute welfgre of
their familles and their convictions on missions.
Thege three men continued weekly prayer meetings through=-
out the sumuner. Reuben Xauffman joined the group.

Out of these meetings grew strong convictions
10 organlize in order 1o promote the kingd of ﬁrogram
which they wished to see., However, such a move was
could not be taken in haste. »Iuch contemplation and
prayer was offered by theses few men and their
families,

To appreciaite the step these men took, one should
know their persons, Yost Miller, a contracior and a
self-aducated men, a father of six children, editor of

Witmessing, (an Amish mission paperx and a decyply

gpiritual man was z peaceful minded Amishman, He lived
near {lllersburg, Onio.

Ben Coblentz also is one of good reason no*- given %o
hasty asction. Ren als has a family and was a far.er.
Alvin Schrock has a deep sense o responsibility-hc his
fanily. Reuben Xaufiman, a floor sander by t.ads, and
Tather of several ¢hildren is intereated in music as

well as in spititusl things.
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The annual fellowshlp was planned by various Amish
people for August 17, 1958. Hany Amish people attended
from other commmnities., Urla Shetler, a young ministezn
from the Beachy Amish 6hurch in Catleit, “irginia was
invited %o serve on the program, It was here that he
learned of the concern of the four lay members for
organizing a congregation, Shetler had eariier thought
of these people of Holmes County.

ILater Shetler on his way to meetings in Illinois,
stopped to visit again with these brethren, rwhereupon
they invited to be their pgstor,

Shetler returned to Virginia, sold his farm, and
returned to Ohio with his family. By this time, steps
t0 organization had already been taken and the first
sSunday School waa eld on October 12, 1958 at an
abandoned schoolhouse twe miles west of Berlin by the
name of Boyd's School, Preacuning services wers held the
following Sunday with Ufla Shetler serving.

Meanwhile, in the Sugarcresk arss, a similar group
of Amishmen had been meeting in prayer regulariy with
gimiler interests and concerns, In this group =ere
Roman Mullet, Ivan Deachy, Raymond Barkmsn, Roman *esachy,
and Ben ¥ullst and their famililes, This group w=s nect
present when organization took place and the diwcipline
of the church was established, which was donz in a

prayer nmeeting prior o the firsti Stunday service.

5IE
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One of the rules drawn up by the Berlin group
was that no person would be admitted into the church
menbersnip without groving himselt for a period oif ‘
six months., Thus the Sugarcreek group decided to sdso
cbserve this rule., Hence, it was six months after {he
first meeting that this group Joined officially with
the Berlin. During this six month period, the Sugar-
creek group was active and supported the churca,

The sehool building was not lerge sncugh to serve
all the people who aftended the services. New people
continued to step out and join Bethel., A building
progrem started, 2 committe wa s appointed, and Yost
Niller wasﬁ%ﬁiirman. The new bullding site is located
to0 accommodate the entire community, the central
_ location is cone mile east of Berlin on £iste Route 29,

The bailding is large enough to accormodate tig
Sunday School classes arnd has modern equipment,

It 1s large enough also for community reviv:l meetings.

Present membership is 69 and avout 100 chilfren who are

not nesvers,

ITI, Order of <er/ice

¥From the beginning the nature of the services -was
informal and an atmosphere of liberty prevalled.
Sunday School was held the samghay as preac.aing .
After each service opportunity was given for anyone to

give a testimony or confession, DPeople felt at home
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with each opfher. Shetler provided good leadership,
-not so much in abilities, but in his open and sincere
manner, He preached with vigor, but always with a love
and without reserve., He was much concdrned that the
church grow and that each.member ve a vital Christian,

The order of service was easily changed. Nothing
was to Lz stereotyped, butl cach service was a lresh
exper.ence. The Sunday Schicol period was followed by
preac "ing. OSinging wes mostly in English, The Church

and_Sw.iay Zchool Hymnal war used. Reuben Kauffman

was elecied songleader.

Roma. ¥ullet was ordained by lot HMay 3, 1959 to
assist the pastor, Uria Shetler, The ordination was
held in the Zion Conservative Chureh Lo accommodate the
crowds of Amish friends and others, David killer, the
bishey of the Beachy Amish Churclr in Oklahoua, ordained
him, e language proklem was solved by letting 4t up
to the minister in charge. If any English speaking
perscn were present then Engliish would be used. And
many were the times this coccurred. Otherwise German
or renansylvanis Dubeh were used or & mixture with English,

It is to be observed that even though Uriz Shetler
is a member of the Beachy Amish and also David Miller
the bishop is Beachy, the congregetion at Bethel does
not beleng to the Beachy fellowship nor to any other
conference.

Bethel 1s Beachy in appearance but more Mennonite
in application ¢f faith. They maintain good relations

with the Beachy, Coamservative and ¥en..onite churches
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of the community and others in various states. It isg as
Shetleybnce paid, "I want to fellowship with anyone who
loves the TLord." The church, being liberated in a
sense from legaliem, does not wish to become subjeci to
such restrictions as wbuld prevent them from witnessing
to the worldy

Communion services are held twice a year. Bisghop
David NMiller has been serving the congregation in this
area,
A typical church service -~ April %0, 1961f
it 9:00 a,m. Ervin Miller opened the service with a few
remarks in Dntch, then led in three songs, Singing is
in four parts.
Ben Coblentz read I Coringhians 14 iﬁ English and
introduced the Sunday Sehool,".,.to helyp each other %o
a higher -gtandard in the knowledge of God,."
After Sunday Schocl, Baymond Barkman reviewzd the lesson
and led discussion., The congregation participated freely.
Ervin miller led the song "Sweetly Rostin, . " while
the ushers took the offering. The ocifering wenti far the
support of the ministry. .
At 10:20, Jacob Yoder, a minister from the Ola Jrder
Amish Church and bvetter lmown as "Orpha Jeke", gave is
testimony, read a Seripture anid led in prayer. dJacob
is a peaceloring Amishnan, but becsuse oi his avangel-
istic emphesis in preachipsz, he has encoumtersd difficulties

in his relationships with his bishop. ... i
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Yodert's iestimony was about an experience he had with
the Lord.

Someone led in ginging "MWy Taith Iooks Up to Thee.™

“ermon on Faith preached by Roman Mullet{, ¥NMullet
preaches in a conversatlional tone with a rote of urgency.
He pointed out the need of jJjustification and sanctification
by faith, of being estsblished in the fszith and not tossed
about by every wind of doctrine,

His concdrn for witnessing to the world was expressed
thus, "I'm afraid we isolate ocurselves too much from the
world," Pecople listened with rapt attention;- there
was no vhisgering nor dozing,.

Fullet led in the song "Harvest is ?asging" then
opened the meeting far testimonies and confessions,
Fifteen veople responded,

Another song, "¥inning Scula® was sung.

Annouricenents and business meeting . The anvouncement
was that a Beacny Church in Indiana needs pastar al aid.
Bishop David Miller of Oklahoma haz asked Bethel to send
a ministerithere to helv for a year or two. (later it '
was declded that Uria Chetler should go).

Roman Beachy led in a closing prayer.

I¥. Misesion Cuireach

The chief mission intsrest of The greaip is to win
thelr Amish friends to tne lLord, Several families from
Bethel started a Sunday School and weekly services at

Maysville in neighboring Wayne County in the spring of 197C.
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This outpost has reported several conversions,

Other nigsion activities ars itract distribuiiten
in cities of Akron and Cleveland, .visiting convalescent
homes, and visiting friends and neighbors, One man,
Pete King, who had cared little about his spititual
life, went to his neighbors wno wers members of the
Betnel Church snd and desired peace with God., After
this experience fHr. XKing, who understood no Geramsn,
attended church at Bethel.

¥or two weeks in Jamary 1%61, an aduli Bible
school was held at Bethel for the first time, Members
of tne church eerved as instructors: Uria Snetler,
Roman Mullet, and Ura B, Mlller., Ho summer Bible school
progrem has been organized yet. The children attend
other lccal Bible schools,

Several members are in I-¥ aliernative service and
in voluntary service. Anoiper member, jabel Eiller is
seyving ag diztition at the Yennonite Hosp! tal in
Aibonito, Puerte Filco.

The heart of the pregram at Bethel is ccutered
around the %ednesday evening prayer meeting., "This
is where the church receives power," says Shetler,

In a tyrical prayer meeting, small groups are formod
and each group yprays around the cirele, thur every-
one has time to pray. Teen~age boys reuain with

their fathers during prayer sesggion.
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To meet the needs of the growing church, a deacon was
ordained Maroh 20, 1960, Roman Beachy from Sugarcreek
was chosen Ly lot and créained by Bisho.p David Miller
of Thorwas, Cklahoma.

Yost Miller, ¥illersburg, Ohio, was crdained Vo-
the ministry, April 24, 1961 by David Miller, He aiao

was chosen by lot.

Ve Conclusion

Uria Sheiler with his Tamily movel to Daviess
County, Indizns, May 25, 1961, in response to their
plea for help., Thias is only for =a period éf a year of
two.

A bishop will be ordained in the near futhure,
Thosa eligible for ordinetion will be Yoot Miller and
Homan Mullet, the ministers, and Deacon Ronan leachy.,

Uria Chetldr will also be incliuded,
The churceh is earnestly fasting snd »rayer in

bahalf of this event.






