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On Decernber 21;, 195'6 the first trip was mads to t.he canmunity of

SHERES Orange, Virg:.nia. by a group oi‘ five msn, to :mvest:r.ga'be the s.rea as a

: ._.'possible 1oca'bion for celonizata.on. The pa.r't:)r consisted of the brethren, S

i -:':_:_-Mosss Shrock Noah Ke:l.m, Sanford Yeder, Ervin H:Lllsr and Perry Nisly.-

S The brethren were all from the Amish Mennoni’c.e congregation at Stusrts -

""'_-fDraft V:Lrg:l.nia 5 locatsd near Staunton, V:Lrg:.nia, except Perry Nisly who

"'-'wa.s frem Hutch:.nson, Kansas. S

The cormm.t‘l:-ee had 'bhree main qualificat.a.ons 1n m:md to determne o

o _"IIth'I:her the comum.ty would be suitable for colomzation or not These e

'f"_wsre- 8 1) There should be an epen s.nd needy i‘J.eld :E‘or the gospel, 2) I't.

B should be a place where 'bhere was not already a Mennonite witness y and

':.'._'3) A place where ‘bhey could be self-support:.ng. _ Thls communl ty sesmed

L to meet all these condltn.ons, so plans were made for families to move i‘rem

- ;S'bus.r't.s Draf'b in ’che spring o:E‘ the eenﬁ.ng year. - They se‘btled in both

: _':;Urange and Madison ‘C'ount:l.es, c‘.llese to the comt.y 1ine. o) -The -lecality is'

situated abou‘b tmenty te twenty—five east of the Blue Ridge Mountains and
o '___approxima'bely i‘:.fty miles south—east ef Harrisonburg > Va. _;‘ '

The main reasons for mak:r.ng thls move was because of the conv:l.c'blon '

| r"'-on the:Lr part thst the church should preach the Gospel 'l:o all—-thus i‘ulf:l.lling

B 3:the grea‘b comm:.ssien. The:.r des:.re wa.s to start a church as a missmn eut—

) ..reach in a needy ﬁ.e‘.l.d not’ only to teach but also bs able to bnng 1:11:0

R '.church i‘ellowship and bapta.ze those who obey t.he Gospel threugh the:Lr 'bsst:l.mony.



cauee of difflcult:.ee concerm.ng

_;'_'-'.-bhis conncﬁ_on, _mth othere in the:Lr hOme church. Rather than forcn.ng

""'it 1n‘bo a church where :11: was etrongly opposed ’oy ’choee in charge, they

U endeavored ‘bo mintein Ghrietian 1ove and move to a place Where they can

'pre.ct:l.ce 'bhe:.r convic'b:l.ons.

However about one-helf to two-ﬂurde oi‘ 'bhe cl:mrch approved of the

i _:mov_e. Bu-h a'b present they are no'b in full fellowehip wit.h 'bhe congregation

The Sa.nford Yoder famly mede ‘the flrst move on March 9, 1957._ Three '

- ':_"_‘ ch:leren were in 'bhe family. On March 19 Noah Keime moved in w:.th e:.ght B

S 5""'_‘;:__j'_ch11dren in t.he femily. Noah 1e the preeidmg peetor there. On ‘March 25

o '_jEnos Schrcck end wii‘e moved. _ Perry Nisly, wife and t.wo children came. on

' _-l;Ap:t':Ll 15, i‘rom Hu’cch:v.neon, Kansas. Then it was no‘b 'bill September that

.-_.’_'the next i‘amily moved :r.n--Mr end Mrs. Alv:i.n Shrock end baby

Their occupation a.“t. preeent :‘Le ee followe- four of “bhem are work:s.ng

on dairy farms, one on a beei‘ i‘am and one of then at a feed mlll. Only

one of 'bhe :E‘emllies own 'bhen.r home at 'bhe 'time of 't.hie wr:.'bz.ng. ‘I‘heir :

o employers ra.nge i’rom 'bhe modera.tely well ‘l:.o do to the r:.ch bracke'b The

: f‘--__.employare are verjr well pleased mth 'bhe work these brethren do and some

.: .hlghly praise their work

The group as e whole has been very well accepted by the community, and

E much 1e expected of them._ ‘I‘he confidence of the people hes been qu:.te easy

i 'bo gain for 11: is: taken for gran'bed thet they are honeet. fCh:_leren are also

:-fwell accepted in the publlc echoole- -

One incmdent as rele'bed by one oi‘ the brethren1 showe the idea that

m_any people have concermng Meonon:.t.ee._ A 1oce.1 farmer was spea}cl.ng to a

| .lsfenford Yodder




L _f'i":for their regula.r semces. :

Because the church a.t Stuerts Drai't d:l.d nct have : mlss:.cn outrea.ch & a

program it was necessary to make some cha.nges s.n practz. e.;mthout ncla.tlng.‘

pr;_nc:.ples. ‘ Seme of the ma;ror changes were chang:.ng the German language “to .

'. e English' haw.ng Sunday Schuol and church each Sundey instead oi‘ alternatinn"
frare '.'them each Sunday-_. And also they h.ave 1'951113-1' Sunda.y and Wednesday evening .

R ‘_meetlngs. : One Su.rn:ie;ar evening they have a sermcn and chlldren s meet:.ng and

. the mext Sunday they nave Bible study toplcs and Slnglng- The Wednosday

. _' '_meetlngs are alternated by prayer meeting mth a. s'budy 1n G‘ld Testament

o 'Histcry, using the lessons frcm Eastern Mennonite College.. L

S As an outreach to the people th:l.s grcup has pretty thoroughly covered

L _" the community by house to house v:.sitation and inviting pecple to thelr

_:serv:Lces. They alsc inv:u.te them otherwise as opportumty affords. . T_he

L '_"people have 'been :anited but this is being strongly d:Lsccuraged by the cwner

_of the:.r church bm.ld:.ng. |

ke '_"‘me,jor:.ty oi‘ the people are '&hurched" but many do not gc to. church. Cciored '

There ha.ve been a. few 10ca.1 young people who e.ttended the _vouth meetings

: _.at varlous t:l.mes.

Harry and Elva Ness and fa.mly started ccmmg to church and after re-

.ceiv:_ng a wam welcome and fellowsh:.p applied fcr membersh:.p. . They were

.:take: in as members on April 6 195'8.. Although they live close to Orange

. the:n.r church menbership was at the fC F. Menncmte Ghurch at Ma.netta Pa,




.._;_: Four of 'bheir children have been baotlzed but the church dld not con- '

'_ s:Lder 'bhem qual:.i‘ied i‘or membersha.p, so a'b present ‘hhey are be:l.ng 1nstructed

"3"::_'-‘3"_'.'more f‘ully 1n 'bhe Chmstian hfe- f OnliY' 01'13 other pereon—-Mrs. Davis is

g attending regularly a't. present.. 2

_ The young folks are distributa.ng “The Way" in the city of Orange, -.
| monthly, cover:.ng appro:d.mately 25 percent oi‘ 't.he c:Lty., ‘I‘he;r have a't. t:unes 3
during the smnmer, distr:.buted tracts on the szdewalka on Saturday evem.ngs.

project waa taken up mostly by the sis‘oers to viezt 'the aged, elek

'j ; and widowed folks one day a. week Th:.s hcmever was not espec:.ally orgam.zed

.iand_ was. not done much durn.ng the winter mon'bhs. e

o Summer Bible Sc ; ool-was"" "held in 1957 wi‘hh a good attendance--ﬂﬂ.rty—
'nine being enrolled. Plane are 'bo continue 'hh:is program 1n :E'ellow:l.ng years. '
.. Evangelistic meetings are. also a Pa"-"'b Of the churc'heé' program. During ‘the
::'-..'.::_-'_.‘_."..:"'._‘week of July 1J_1th through the let of '57 a series of meetings were conducted
L -:f'-.'wi'bh vanous mimsters 'baking part. Norman Beachy of Myersdale, Pa.. .brought
'bhe i‘:Lrst message' Ur:l.e She'bler of L‘atle'bt Va. preached five even:.nge and.
Dan I}I:_sly of *Eatle‘bt and Noah Ke:nm, ‘E-he PESW’-“ of the congrega'b:.on, bOth
R "-_j":_-had cha,rge of one even:x_ng each. Qulte a nmnber attended from the conmunity,
..but no open committments were made. L _' “ . | _' o '_ |
S:ane the :E'J.ve families moved 1:1 195? there have been ‘bwo more families
added 1-,0 thelr mmber, namely the aforementloned Ha.rry Ness famlly and Leo
| d Mary (Shroek) Yoder. - I.ee was 'baken in by letter on April 6
There was: one wedding in the church--the marrlage of Leo Yoder Iand
3 .:.'Mary Dorothy Shrock Th:l.s took plaee on Apra.l 214, 1958 Bishop El-am
' Hechstetler2 ef Goshen, Ind. offlc:Lated in the cerenony. _ A receptlon was

: held at 'L'.he Enoe Shrock home in the evening. A l:i.ght lunch was served and

‘ 2-Bishop in 'charge'm :




5 after eceiving of the :-gii‘ts ‘and: eing:r._ng hymne Brother_ Hoc'hstetler closed

'the mee n' w:L't.h crip:ure rea ng_and prayer.__._.-_:__;--_:__ SRR

One member was"'added ‘bo 'bhe group by blrth, nemely, Vera Hu'bh to '.
: '.';:;Enos and Nora Shrock :|.n Sepfember o.f.' ‘57. g e | | l
To date there are seven fam:.l::.es in 'the church group;, elghteen membere
"'i'-'__m fbhe church and a to'tal of 'bh:.rty-nlne persons. i :

| The group feels that there would be an advantage to have eeveral more
'_"'.familiee Y especially some w:.th ch::.ldren and young folks as a means i‘or more

: youth i‘ellowsmp and possibl;r have a echool ei’ the:Lr own. Bu.t they do not

-'--'_=_.'f3_th1nk :.t would be practlcal for a grea't. number of fann.lies to move in.

_.;.':':'Rather‘. _'bhey should etarb a new m:.ss:.on outreach. :; S

They h:Lghly reeommencl colonlza‘blon as a good approach 'to evangellza'blon.

N o By hav:.ng the pure Goepel to present to the world and l:.v:mg w:Lth the people

:::.15 one of 'hhe hest methods ef maik:l.ng the Goepel "]ive" so o’ohere can see. -

"::':The;;r are challenged by ’rhe many opportumt.‘ies i‘or witnees:.ng and by the

apparent results eo :E'ar.- "The harvest truly is plenteoue, bu't. the labourers

The greatest challenge ae they see i'b is to be ar ohnrch ‘bha'b stresses

: g _.hol:,ar liv:mg, seperate from 'bhe world. . They i‘eel 'bhe :meortance of u.m.’ty and

__brotherly love—-offering ’co men 'bhe message of life da:.ly, in a commmnty

'-_-_-_v.here people have become unconcerned because the sins are in the church as

well as oute:.de._ ﬁnd as a seperate people they need to re:uember 'bhat unsaved

o :'_ _'.'church members are also in need of Ghrlst And aleo there is 'bhe grea‘c.

':challenge to l:Lve up to what the comunl'by expecte of them, tha‘b is complete

: honeety in every dealing in bue:l.ness s ebes




SOme'disadvantages in th:l.s as 'bhey' se than are L ::'I:he young i‘olks
ido no'b have sui‘floz.en‘b fellowsh:.p, 2) there :Ls no longer the protectlve
: enmromen‘b oi‘ 'bho 1arge church comunity :Ln wh:Lch to ra:Lse 'bhelr ohJ.ldren,

_ -_'3) | sepera‘olon i‘rom the materlal advantages of 1arger groups , Wl th 1:uni'bed

: time arﬂ money where non fore well to do However they f1nd that the Lord

' = always will provide in a wonderi‘ul way. s

Soma practical suggestlons glven by the pastor, Noah Ke:un, 1n referonce
to groups moving ou'b w:n.‘t.h m:r.ss:!.on interests are 'bhe following: :' ;ﬁ

» A work oi‘ th:Ls kind should be started w:r.th much pra.yer, e
- &and discussion’ lead:.ng 10 agreement on the’ ‘part of - L
_those Anvolved. /Tt seems best that those’ beginmng e
.. such a work should have a. common background, although
7 this is not ‘the most essential thing. . There should be A
. no less' than four families in such a move, ‘and one:.
" “minister is essential.. Unless those going into" such
coar venture are able-to finance everything themgelves R
i it woulcl be well to have some backing from other groups. ST

After hav:mg v:r,sn.ted the oonununity several t:Lmes personally, I have
| o __--been greatly impressed and challenged mth 'I;he work that :|.s 'oe:mg done and

- the consecraztion oi‘ the group ‘bhem. With God's blessings the i‘uture holds

o '_'_'great possibllita.es :E'or the clm.rch.- L

All inform&tlon was received first hand from ‘the f:u'st two ssttle‘r's'
. .":Noah Ke:un, Bo:x: 89, Aroda, V:Lrgima 5 Sanford Yoder, Box 327, Woodberry Forest

Virg:r.nia. g c






