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Beachy Amish Mennonites at home in Fauquier

hen I was a child in the
1950s, my family often
went visiting on
Sunday afternoons.
We'd settie into our
black Ford sedan and
head toward Catlett on
Route 806. Frequently, we encountered
Mennonites also out for a ride in their
black buggies. My father always slowed
to a crawl, to prevent scaring the horses
and to give us a peek at our mysterious
neighbors.

To me, the plain people who lived in
and around Catlett were anything but
plain. They were the living epitome of
storybook romance and mystery. [
longed to exchange places — to just once
step out of the black car and into a black
buggy. I hated having to watch from a
distance.

Mast people, 1 have found, are
equally curious about the Mennonites
and Amish in America. Folks would like
an insider’s look.

Recently, I tried to get just that. In
the process, I've discovered many things
about our plain Fauquier neighbors: the
Beachy Amish Mennonites.
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Stepping inside the narthex of Faith
Christian Fellowship (a Beachy Amish
church near Catlett) at 10:25 on a Sunday
morning, avisitor hears young voices
chattering quietly.

Scon the talk stops, and the children
and teens hurry into the sanctuary,
joining the adults who are aiready
seated. There's 2 small blackboard on the
wall behind the pulpit and aboveit, a
round c'lock. No one will be checkmg
watches!

The ladles and gu'ls whu st on the
left, are weanng violet, pmk green, blue, :
or yellow cape dresses; some have white
or black sweaters All wear délicate
whiite head coverings with unfashened
ties hanging down their backs, - -

Men and boys, seated on the nght
are neatly attired. Many wear home- -
made black suits with 'strmght~cut
oollars; b |
gray suits, some with, vests and a few
mern, mostly younger ones, wearne -
coats— just long-sleeved shirts. Ties are
never worn. All the married men, and
some single ones, have beards, most of
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Alvin D. Byler a minister a Faith Chnstum Fellowship, smiles as young parishioners
race past (above); farming (left) is becoming less common among local Amish.




* them trimmed.
0 Singing precedes the 12 o'clock
-service, The song leader, a clean-shaven
young man, pitches hymns with a pitch
- pipe and unpretenticusly directs
;- congregational singing. And what
- singing!
- The men's deep voices and the clear
- angelic tones of the women’s voices
-create a vivid sound-picture. It's a choir
< director’s dream come true: srdinary
-"people who all sing in tune and with
+7.good vocal quality.
: At 11:15, after a preparatory talk by
- the bishop, the minister of the day,
“ Robert Yoder, begins his sermon. He's
. poised, eloquent and effective. Even
- humorous a few times. Exactly at noon
he stops preaching.
Following dismissals, most people
- stay in their places to talk o neighbors.
" Anewcomer, walking toward the foyer,
- is met by the friendly bishop Simon
~+ Schrock, who says, “I'm not about to let
. you get away without a proper greet-
~ing.” Animated conversation develops.
It's a plain unaffected service, for
. people with a plain lifestyle. But who are
“they? Just who are the Amish? And who
‘are their “cousins” the Mennonites?
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Fauquier County has been home to
“both groups, off and on, since about
18%90.
Mennonites are a plain-dressed sect,
- originating in 1525 in Switzerland, who
- were mercilessly persecuted throughout
" Europe because of their religious beliefs.
: Probably 10,000 perished.
: Rejecting infant baptism and state-
“supported churches, they were deri-
sively called Anabaptists or
“rebaptizers.”” By the 1530s, the despised
+ group, who cpposed war and practiced
- non-resistance, ook the name Menno-~
-+ nites after Menno Simons, a Dutch
~ bishop who successfully organized
. many new congregations.
William Penn invited the suffering
Mennonites to Pennsylvania. The first
_arrived about 1683, settling at
Germantown near Philadelphia. Soon
afterward, in Europe, a schism occurred
= because some Mennonites wished to
* adhere more siricily than others o the
standards of their Confession of Faith.
Led by Jacob Amman of Switzerland, the
more conservative Amish were born in
1693,
Today, Fauquier’s Beachy Amish are
cne of only three Amish sects remaining
in America,

R

Another Amish group, Old Order
Amish, mark the centennial of their
arrival in Fauquier County this year. In

- Tebruary 1892, the first Amishman,
. probably Noah J. Swartzentruber,
7+ ‘moved to Midland from Maryland.

-+ Buthe wasn’t the first plain person
’qumen About 1890 a Mennonite
'Augusm County, Henry L. Rhodes,
metoithe Mldland~Bealet0n area
ménage afarm, Fauqmer was “virgin
H@r the Mennonites,” writes historian
Anthors’y Brunk.

. “Nevertheless, by 1901, all of the
Amshhdd left and by 1919, the Menno-

A girl at Faith Christian Fellowship.

nite colony had also failed. Why?

Ft wasn't for lack of effort or
advertising. In fact, Henry Rhodes
worked unceasingly to attract settlers;
later, bis son-inlaw E.J. Berkey “wrote
and published literature from Warrenton

..” to interest new people. Conse-
quently, many Amish and Mennonites
were in and out of the region.

The Amish, espedially, seemed to
thrive, with at least 18 families in
Midland by 1896. The Mennonites,
however, struggled along, never able to
build their own church, although
Rhodes was instrumental in the erection
in 1892 of Opal Union Church, “a
community project.” The Amish, who
worshipped in homes, didn’t have to
worry about building a church.

By 1894, the Amish had several
ordained ministers, but it wasn’t until
1900 that the first Mennonite preacher,
E.J. Berkey, was ordained. But in 1899,
something never entirely explained
occurred: The Amish suddenly began
leaving. Writer David Luthy points out,
“The rush to leave Fauquier County
began in earnestin the fall of 1899.”

Probably the hot surmers, muddy
roads in spring, heavy soil, lack of
refrigerated train cars for shipping milk
to Washington, D.C., and a possible
church controversy contributed to the
rapid withdrawal. One farmer wrote, “In
answer to G. Berner’s letter of Kansas,
will say if you will furnish paper enough
I'may give some reasons for selling out.”

With the Amish all gone by 1901, the
Mennonites renewed their struggles for
survival and growth. But the dream
proved unattainable. By 1919, the colony
had dissipated, with the few remaining
members returning to the Valley of
Virginia,
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Let's show Sarah and Joseph

Weaver that we remember
them with cards, letters, and money.
Winter months are long and

they don't have much income, so
let’s help them out:

Address, Kenton, Ohio.

Thanks, Dan and Mary Miller,
Sugarcreek, Ohio.

The preceding message is fictitious,
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Springtime at THE SHAGGY RAM means new arrivals so
the shop is looking brighter & prettier than ever! Wonderful
oil paintings, hand-painted antique furniture, lovely dried
flower arrangements from England & of course, the never-
gnding tapesiry & neediepoint piliows adorn the shop.

Do stop by and see us!

Interior Design Service by Joanne M. Swift

The Shaggy Ram
3 E. Washington Street - Middleburg, Virginia
{703) 687-3546

Hours: 11:00 am. - 5:00 pamn.

¢ Financial Consultation
e Asset Management

e Proven Performance

¢ Professional Referral

Call: Frank E. Conunetn, Vice President /Trust Officer
349-3474
800-325-1762

THE PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK
of WARRENTOMN
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Afull travel agency

operaied by a local Mennonite
couple. We specialize in Church
and Missionary Travel. We
now have an office in Catlett
and are pleased fo serve the
local community as well.

- | WETRY TO SAVE YOUR MONEY
| (703} 788-3505 ° (800} 950-FARE

Located 1 block off Rt. 28 between
Bealeton and Manassas

Marvin Mast Myron Miller
David Mast Lorene Byler
“We Go the Second Mile”

" but the nearly three dozen similar ones

that appeared in the “Showers” section
of the February 26, 1992, The Budget were
as real as the requesters’ love. (The
Bugdget is a newspaper serving the Amish
and Mennonite communities in Noxth
and South America.) And such chari-
tabie attention to others can be found
right here in Fauquier.

Esther Miller, 49, of Catlett steps
into her large living room and gracicusly
shows several quilts she’s completed.
Another lies spread out on the floor. In
her soft, musical voice she explains that
the women meet one day a month at
church to work on quilts for the needy.

“There's a ‘baling’ every August in
Pennsylvania when huge bundles of aid
for overseas missions are assembled,” -
Mrs. Miller explains. The balings include
health kits, layette bundles, school kits,
Christmas packages, and comforiers.

Dressed in a cotton and polyester
green cape dress, sacks, flat shoes, and a
small head covering, Mrs, Miller doesn’t
look like a grandmother of eight
chiidren. Seated on her couch, she tells
how she moved to Catlett in 1952 from
Dover, Delaware, because her father
wanted to use tractors and electricity.

While two of her grandchildren,
recovering from chicken pox, play
nearby, Mrs. Miller talks about growmg
up Amish in the 1950s in Fauquier. “
was my mother’s helper; took care of the
chickens, and cleaned up thekitchen
after school,” she relates, laughing shyly.

She attended Catlett School,
Calverton School for ene year, and
finished grade eight at the new Pine
Grove Mennonite Churti:h's school for

Esther Miller’s family moved front Delaware to Catlett in 1952.

Amish children, started about 1956 in
the church basement. Today there are
two Amish schools at Catlett; the Pine
Grove Church’s school on Route 604 and
Faith Christian Fellowship school which
meets in the church building on Route
606. The latter schoal goes through
grade 12; the former stops at grade eight.
What happened to the horses and

buggies? Most of the Amish switched to

cars *by the mid-1950s,” she recalls. In
fact, she delights in telling how she
learned to drive at age 15. “My mother
thought I drove mighty fast, she

wouldn't let me go over 40 (mph}).”

A quick survey of her house and a
few questions reveal that she has all the
modern conveniences, incuding a
microwave oven. However, “Television
and radio are frowned on,” she admits.
Sometimes she listens to inspirational or
dassical cassette tapes. She also reads
Christian novels and magazines like
Country Woran.

Even cooking styles have changed.
Forget scrapple, “We don't eat as much
pork and beef as we did. My husband
has to watch his cholesterol.”

rost Firesto

239 W. SHIRLEY AVENUE, WARRENTON
(703) 347-1500

There are larger Firestone dealers, butnone with
more satisfied customers. We've been ‘doing
things right since 1921. Today, we combine old-
fashioned service with modern technology to
ke.ep your vehicle é_n top condition.

o Firéstons

v Custom exhaust service tires for passenger
o Engine d;agnostycs cars and iigh! trucks
o Brake service - o Wheel Aiignment
v’ Wheei ba!ancing v AC semce
‘ s/Stafe mspectmn

OLDTOWN WARRENTON

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT
ALL DAY LONG!

Featuring:
s The Shenandoah
Travelers
= Villa uare
Dancgee éﬂoup

» Karate
Sports Acaderny
monstration

Special Events
\J

* Dragon Force:
The Ryoshin-
Kan Karate Show
¢ Bluemont Morris:
“$ix Fools and a Dancer”

Come...
Spend The Day In

Sponsored by Parks & Rec}- /

SATURDAY,

9am.-4pm.
Old Town Warrenton
Over 200 Craftsmen

and Vendors

Wide Assortment of
Food and Drink

Old Town Warrenton
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7 Her husband, Alvin Miller, who
works at Dulles International Airport,
wasin India at the time of the conversa-
tion. Mrs., Miller explains that he goes
“-there periodically to check on the needs
“and progress of a mission church that
Faith Christian Fellowship has begun
and supports. Mr. Miller also visits Haiti
once a year where “a nutrition center for
" children” is being built.
G Faraway projects are impressive but
* o are the things Amish do and have
. done at home: taking homemade baked
~goodies to mote than 30 elderly each
- Christmas and caroling for them;
helping out folks during disasters like
' hurricanes; rebuilding a burned-down
“business, Tall Pines Ceramics, for the
“ owners, john and Anne Scott of Catlett;
volunteering in the community, such as
“:' working on the rescue-squad. And does
~anybody remember that the Amish
= helped search for bodies and survivors
after the flood in Nelson County in 19697
A modest, quiet lady, Esther Miller
states simply, “We help wherever there's
- aneed.”
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i Alvin D. Byler, a minister of Faith

. Christian Fellowship, knows a lot about

- the Fauquier Beachy Amish. In his study

are numerous books, many relating to

church history. On his desk lies an open

.- Bible with English text on the left and
" German text on the right. Mr. Byler reads
- German and says he preached in
Pennsylvania Dutch until about 1970.

He first came to Catlettin 1948 from

* western Pennsylvania. Two years before,
in 1946, the Amish had rediscovered
Fauquier. “The first here was Alvin
Kauffman who lived near Calverton,”
Mr. Byler recalls. :

Others arrived fast after that from
Pennsylvania, Delaware and Ohio. They
built the first Amish church (now an
Amish school) on Route 604 “about
1949.” By thé next year, there were 26
families living near Catlett.

Byler, a pastor since 1961, is 61 years
old and the father of “12 living chil-
dren.” Generally serious and sometimes
intense, he has a playful twinlde coming
and going in his eyes, softening his
countenance.

He explains that the Beachy Amish

Forget pastoral
scenes of Amish
farms. They are
disappearing from
the Fauquier
fandscape. “Only
about four
families” in his
congregation are
involved in
farming, Mr. Byler
states.

separated from the more conservative
Old Order Amish around 1927 and take
their name from the founder, Moses M.
Beachy. There are about 100 Beachy
Arnish congregations in America.

Catlett has twe Beachy Amish
churches: the older and more conserva-
tive congregation, Pine Grove Menno-
nite Church, on Route 605 and Faith
Christian Fellowship, built in 1977,a
church with about 95 members on Route
606.

Forget pastoral scenes of Amish
farms. They are disappearing from the
Fauquier landscape. “Only about four
families” in his congregation are
involved in farming, Mr. Byler states. He
and a son run a hardware store in the
heart of Catlett.

The Amish are known for hard
work. Less known is their sense of
humor. Alvin Byler demonstrates his
humeorous side in Pennsylvania Dutch, a
German dialect with English expressions
mixed in. Obliging a guest, he utters a
soft sounding sentence. When asked to
translate, he chuckles, “I said, “You don't
know what ¥'m talking about."”

One subject he is adamant about is
pacifism: it’s not a word he would use to
describe Amish beliefs.

“Pacifism? No. Pacifists are people
who march” or in some way actively
lobby for peace. “We believe in non-

The girls and women all sit on the left side of the sanctuary,
" as Bishop Simon Schrock addresses the congregation.
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Each day you put off starting a weight management
program puts you one day further from taking control of
your life.

With our help, and your commitment to succeed, you can
lose weight, keep it off and feel better about yourself.
Fauquier Hospital's Nutrition Center offers a variety of
weight loss programs.

¢ Lean Living * ULTRAFAST®
o Lite’NUp ° Shape Down
So, please call today for more information.

Free ULTRAFAST® Oriertation Session
Wednesday, May 13
Call 347-0545 to Repister

Fauquier Hospital
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Free Shop At Home Estimates

Custom Window Treatment

| Blinds ¢ Shades

963 James Madison FHwy.
Culpeper, VA Manassas, VA
. (703) 825-3522 {703) 369-6335
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Complete Your Kitichen w er Block.

The vitlmate tovch,
Combing beauty with
durability. Solid butcher
block, dining tables,
carts and work tables.
Made in the U.S.A. of
the finest quality sofid
oak of rock maple.
Many sizes available,

Furniture should be more than beautiful, # should be...
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SUNDAY || | e==n ’g T
124 gg “
{ 7218 NEW MARKET COUHT, MANASSAS - 351-7655 uﬁ-
{ LOCATED IN THE SUDLEY CORNER CENTER
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Prices reduced

as much as $25,0

8 Available for Immiediate Occupancy
Prices Starting as Low as $104,900
Special Financing Available
Many Options Included

Dir: Rt. 29 (bypass); R ~ Meeize Rd; L - Falmouth Street; R -Falmouth Court

Alexandria resident Steve Russell
was not born Amish: He chose to be
Amish. The 38-year-old bachelor has
never regretted his decision.

Raised in southern Maryland
until his teens, Russell first noticed
the Mennonites and Amish when his
family moved to rural western
Maryland where some of his dass-
mates were Mennonites.

Although Russell was a member
of a mainstream church, he says he
wasn’t converted until age 17, when,
“f recognized my sinfulness before
God.” So he began searchingfor a
church that practiced what he'd been
reading in the Bible.

That church was Mountain View
Amish Mennonite Church in Garrett
County, Maryland. “¥'d been reading
the history of the Reformation and
the Anabaptists, and they (the Amish)
caught my attention,” he explains.

Some of his friends and relatives
asked, “How can you do this?” and
“How can you give up things?”
However, Russell maintains he had
little trouble adjusting.

“There were cultural oddities like
Pennsylvania Dutch and other little
customs,” he admits, but he felt the
new life, a life bdsed less on “worldly
interests” and more on “relation-
ships.”

Steve Russell performed volun-
tary service for the Beachy Amish
church. He worked two summers in
Germany (where he perfected his
German); spent six months helping
out at a halfway house for parolees;
and he worked one year for Choice

- Books, a Christian book distributor
located in Fairfax, He did all this for
“pocket money”

Today he holds degrees in

He puts it all to good use at Choice
Books where he manages the walk-in
store and handles mail order busi-

European history and church history. '

Stepe Russell.

ness, And he finds time for Christian
Faith Fellowship.

Russell joined the Catlett
congregation in March 1981. Chuck-
ling, he admits that the Catlett folks
are “fairly liberal” compared to some
other Amish churches he's been in.
And he's seen more than a few.
Before he took his present job, he
taught school in three Amish and
Mennonite church schools in Mary-
land, Pennsylvania and linois.

All Amish, he says, emphasize
faith and family. “They evaluate
everything in light of those. We don't
reject inventions or technology for the
sake of it. . .. We pick and choose
what will fit into the pattern of our
Hves.” B

Today there are Amish fromall L7
races. After Cerpian was dropped for
use-in church services, pofential '
converts felt more at home with the
Amish community. Steve Russell may
seemn unusual, but he's really just one
of many who have chose to be Amish.

s
Since 1836
233 Broadview Avenue, Warrenton

Directors: Randolph Minter & Herk Duclavorth

s Complete Funeral Services
e Price Protective Pre-Arrangements

BRIGHT VIEW CEMETERY
Loca&ed at the comer of Rt. 670/674
' 703~347~3431
e Smgle Siteg'e Fanuly Lots
' -» Memorials =
« Perpetualiy Endowed
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resistance” which isn’t compatibie with
political activity or demonstrations
against war.

Other Amish beliefs include
believer’s baptism, church discipline and
a simple lifestyle, which results from
their understanding of New Testament
teachings. Writer John Hostetler says
they follow the triad of “obedience,
simplicity and love.”

But non-Amish people haven't
always shown love towards the Amish.
Mr. Byler talks easily about the days
when:people used to Jaugh at his clothes

o beard,

. It happened mostly before the
1960s, he recalls, prior to the popularity
of “long hair.” He tells a story about his
cousin Adam Byler.

One day Adam Byler was walking
down the street of a small town. A
smart-alecky youth approached him,
and smirked, “Are you Noah?” The

long-whiskered Amishman truthfully
replied, “No, I'm Adam!”

After the belly laughter dies down,
Alvin Byler sums up Amish beliefs, /-
believe we should live out our faith, We
are an epistle. We are being read like an
epistie.” .

¢ b ¢

The black buggies at Catlett are
gone; so is the old black Ford my fathey -
drove. What is more important is that -
the coming century will find the Amish-
in Fauquier, instead of leaving it. ®

The author wishes to acknowledge the
kind assistance of Lois B. Bowman, associgte::
director of the Menno Simons Historical -
Library at Eastern Mennonite Collegein
Harrisonburg.




