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TUTIONHTION

T orallzinn ova Gftan sez tro wvery differant foreas at vord. M the ops bBand
st tand t; ta traditioral in ralisious mattars and to retain belisfs and
eractices littls chanoed from thoae of their forefathers. On the other Mand,
a3 men come to narceive realitv Jifferentlv there can he eunlosiive chanoe
ocourrin~ Iz this noroally stable asrect of men's livaes,

Slieitlv ovaer four hundrad Fifty vears ano a small hand of nen benan to
un tarstand thair relationship to Cod in a wav radically different from the
madgrity aroun! tham, Thair lives wera channed to the very foundation and the
ra-ult iz 2a 2unlesion whidh sthook Turene {vself to its Fourdntion.

Todav ths desgendants 0 thsge remarlable ren arve still on the world scsne,
To: are ohwaically as well as spiritually relaic! te them: Temmoniltes, Anish
Futtarites. Othars are related? saolvitcally dn rotivation and
~mal:  Muavars, Srethren and, a —ore rocant lavelownrent, ths various naw
commgnftiseg rlich mra attimnplne ro orament to tha world and othar christiang
A ndzl of vhat ip maans to 2 oo dizcinle of Josus,

Yarv, f not nest, of thase rroups bave suffarad nuch hecause of thair
2f%ort to folleow Christ as his discinles. Persecution rangine from death, to
lezal rastrictions, to social snubs has Deen the lot of thess paoplz for most of

th2 time sinpca the heainnine of this novemeant. Thg cost of sarvine Christ has

san Yean mi~h and providinz onz's childran vith the pppertunity ro choode

And that bripes me to a quastion: ihera are we toaday? Vov do we comrara

it pur aniritual forefathsrs? TPave vs lept that ona foundetion so Jear to
A R PR welneinios vl le™ 5 vadiseovor & “roo the serinturss oy hwavae
srravzi? 11 this pansy T owould Tile to sibtampt a brief survev of ana conerenation

rum the Amigh Tlannonite tradivion ant corare 2nld enntrast the belisfs hield Ty

e YamCaps ittt thosa Deld Yo oyariouns earl

+ Ansrantiars Inalsrs, nanpeialle

A

feans. The contraeation I'vae ¢hoson in ony own haganase of o Famdldlarise




with lr ar oy attaehmant te e, 0F courss I Feel relativolv 1l tnformed as
Jorg and ahvemrn af YL, VE oy tadab Tanoendes Conerosation aro ped
.
T hmva somz backeround lnowladde concerninw its racent historw,
HISTORY A'™ RACTOROUNN

Fieat, T wvould lite to civa a hriaf ruadorn of ry conreratrion’s histor.

Thare sesn to hava hean Arish “ennonites eattlsrs in the Casselman Valley
avea shortly hafors the Revolutlonarv ar beeazn.,  This settlomant acted as a
furming off point for Amdsh zroups settline farther west, The Anish Mennonite
churel here suffered dits first split ayvound 12727 an' thereafrar thore existed
the arpuns.  Tie mors coanssyvative oroun boeare kaown as the 014 Ordor Andish
Tannonites and tha othaer becana knowvn as the Conservative Arish Y annonite
Confarennz avantually., Todav Lt is looun ay tha Corservativa Mennonits Tonfurence.
There vas not anether split until 1027 sMen the Deechy Andsh Tepnonite Chureh
e Issu2 which canasd tha splic was a lisasrvasnent concernine excormurication.
L that tioo the 010 Ordar Choreh bl tee Disbops.  Tishop Yolar had retiroed and

Tos2s Taachy had bean ehoss2n as highop., A rethar of the 01d Order Church had
Joinad tha (onservative Amish Mernonite Chare® and epinior in the church divided
25 to wvhathar disciplinarv acticn should Follow. A certain faction, includineg
“iszhop Seachy, felt that one should not Le banned for unitins with another christian
connreeatien. Another faction, incloedine the retirsad hishwon, felt that eoing over
to anothar church was gsrounds for excermunication.

Tn eonvarsations I'wve had with cortaia poople concerninn this saplit, it zeams

th2ra wern other factors Invalved ovan thourh the pelpt of contention was tha usae

Lectian of rhe eburch which

S ot T, Tr oaseny o thore vng g orocoontanh
Serorad coriain fonovations, clectricity gl Suninvy Behoal arore thert, Vaea the

tivieion occeurras’, it Jdavoeloped Rasicallv alone thae lines of innovation varsos

rrvarien In eraciics.,

LpoEhia e £ A 030 Oplay Chare® ormed e ehire!s housos vir™ ape ot eirthier




e W
znl of the szitlanamt. The clinreh vwould naesr alternately in these Youses. As
A gontroveErsy enme fo oa head, Los rertars vwho bad boon dn Teavaroof sreor van featiop
iiat ro talie actior independant of the rast ¢f tha coanraration. Meerins was
sehiedulad 4o tha southern churer house lur thonse mwors consarvative nerhars 4hal
mattan torsthar and decided te have mestlas {u the sther churel housaz, led by the

ratired Yighoon,

1]
1

There wara movas covards reaconciliation with ninistera from other cormunities

cailad In, but the Jdiffarences were not resolvad. Some 01ld Order Churches
continuad to Jellowship with the 3Zaachy proun until late in 1922 wvhen this eroun
vetal e allov cars and all 01d Order sroups stompa? f2llowshin, The hireals

as now comlete,

In tle course of tina wore Deachy ciurches orwanized an! hecamz involved in
nission wverii. “fany of the nev convrerations wore helpad  to orsanize by the first
two hizhong of the MMe. View conrresation,

Tha 0ld Order and Teachy copnresations continued te o'm and :use the tvio church
mnzas dolntly until 19352 when the Tanchy Anilsh constructed their oun neetine house
anl sold thadiy share In  the orieinal proparty to the 0ld Order Anish. The 014
Orler had aven allowad the use of Tenovahle lights so that the Teac’yys could
have evendny sarvices. Apparsntly both oroups sought to keep thair differsnces
i practice from dastroving the relationship between them,

Jurinn the fiftiaes and sixties thara werse many chansze., For a tine there
as a ehristian school run by several Consarvative churehms and the Baachy
chureh, but svantueally it closed dts doors. Durinz the sizriaes it was decided
¢ chanve fron uslne tho Rerman lancuacz dn chureh services to using Tnelisi.
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Srorir an T ol the gigeien the charel rodifi0) fts e

rrsuls skardards, bt

rouzinzd eonsarvarivae in Jdrass fnl ooractice.  Television and valio are not allowel.
Lo ATR s, Vipw taonr s ebristlsas dav oschoal on ivs ovn, This entararisn
Tra o Feag anzecsatul anl Wleszw! by Oed, crovine from 30 stalonte ro avar 100

T S dotryastdiae nots on £ sehwoel is that one oF the stuwlants Ys rhe
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11 affiecial of the Tarzanizn "ahwessr in Vashineton.

Veer s by ooar gilar fanpar ol 7 Food s Demnarvient dn undarstandine e
mniioup af el Viow today. Juat o at the and of the sixtlas 2 rvoun of vouns
nxonls (L4-217) and 2 Few marrised couples Secane invelved with the "charidmatic
mogenaat’ an? also hecame dissatisfiod with the rulas concarning dress and
eondact,  Tvaatueally this rroun left and formed fte ovm conmracation.

At present . Viaw is eomposad of thirze geparate congrazations. Thare is

2 orinipal mzetinghouss in astarn Pennsvlvania, 2 mission chureh in CQunberland,

Lot
g

areland) and a gnall conerecartion in Carl ite ireinia, which vas booun by

T

o T

SEe Vi omilet Tod e ko Todvfar, Vicodnta,  and somz athar neenle

W2 hat Taasan dovolvel dn oa snlit din Catlatt.
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‘v omain purnose dn this naner is to survevy the bwelisfs of the lseadsrs

.

af £ha coarrasations sAud, vhuml gvvpadrista, commare and coutrast these with “fenno

-

Sian= the rora articulats ponie wenscoilly tan! Lo bhave o oreoatsry influepcn

Throuthout a conrracation and indead are oftez  in nositions of officlal

[T
—t
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aatersiiiag,

selactad thase paople and tha minlstr» for this survev, 1 ashed

bab

cach of thasz people te share the asssentials of his Faith and how he viewed tha

P

chureh, her functions and her problazms. I received nine responses and will also

-4

as: the article in ‘lanmmonite Yorld iandhoo', which is writeten hy “lt, Viesu's

“aacon.  In all, siz are ninistars of tha Cospal, two are scheool teachers, ona
Cirects a traveling eharus, and two are iavelvad in "Tookrack Fvanselisn.”
w2 olfast is 75 and theo vounzest is 23,  In spite of the Jiffarancas, thars

et Geere s af aere oasrr L oephiasie auoear Ehem, uniet refleers an ecasentind
wainy Urovnloun the coneraration.

onveoTATY

i o oan Ioseragas thoses wins gtotonents 1g the
werimas rotdanes and eoveiuane o thir Veolv Serinturas.  Tvean whare the

Cerdntor e e b neren Do 0T e g o tednandyn) (e pnasa), a Jdnen
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cornitmant to this view is obvious from other statamants and the rapeatal
us oo’ sevictural refarences.  Thers seans ro baoan acarannss of tho prissat tay
aiate eoscarninn the insniration of the Scerinturas (Are thav inarrant? Do
thar contain fod's Vord wvholly or in part?). Indeed, from discussions 1've hesdrd
I now that this awareness Is very rezal. The attituds taken by all the rescondents
g clearly in faver of a "hie”T wiaw of seripture, possihly comparahle to
thzt taken "y the Funderentaliets earlizr 1n thils ceatury. One, a taacher, stated

thar, "ol ravealed Vimsalf to ohosz2n men whon Te inspirad to record Uis will

1

without 2TToT. Anothar, also a teachor awl wary mech Influencad ky Vraneds
hasifar, wrote, "then fod's wrincten communicariomte man, the Rible ) de valerstood

to he convevine true trvuth fa term used by Trancls Fhoeffer} to nman in a2ll ir
alirasses and pffirns, a commitrent is rade pessibhle whersin a porsen’s 1ife can
na ehanval 1n a profouvad vay.’

Thorpis onz mora statoment T wouldd 1ite to quote

Sichh points our howr khe scerinturcs ars sonerally uuad:

a distinctive christian rennle, oor Mwes must be
towedilly on e foeonlasian of trurh, Jssus Christ,
Bihle i35 our oulv leeritinate source of Jivection
avaryihing that disasraes vwith if must be considered
as a countarfeit and falsa.3

f2rz is s2zn a2 cormitmant to tha Scriptures ds Infallihlz. Whan there seens
to e a conflict hatwesn Scriprures and an indi{vidual's position or some
noa-seriprural authority (e.n., some scieatific position of theory) there
iz 2ither a nisunderstandine sonavher=s or the position vhich contradicts the
Geristures is to be rvejzcted ag falsse.

Alens with this teadaney noes a "literalistice” method of intersretatiosn.
7o ena gnalled this ont In his response, but it shows throush fairly elearly in

fremy,

tLoartize’: towaris Scoriutura, ¢ BLLTe Beias dnspirad, w2 nzel inspivation

te eadoratand it.. . Tatellactunalisn alons ean naver properly
Tosirmrsr Serinturs, bt resqules In ralativisn, ., We...ses the Yord of flad as
Y

oaainba,

orr wwa aretatly boen soveral dotlusnoss on o un vide! Tava nontritnkod
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teg rhis vior af seristure, ineluline Fundarentalisn, In fa2ebk, authors ard lealers

eF o Twnteecnkalist o aopgervariv e svanelizallisn havey had oo cartaln imnact on

¢ur poncracacion in reesnt veara. TFrancis Shaeffer is widelw read and many menbers
af gL Wines hovn artaaded Dasic Veuth Sendnar conducted by N1l Gotthard, Ciavazines
ant auttors wvinh thia fnclirazfeon asam o ko wvell received,

Touvavar, T consider the madior infinence on tuls narticniar conerecation

o

tovrards holiios  this view is actually our Analptist horitasa,  Anadaptism

#3 it Jeveloned into Meanonitism alwavs tas accepted Bihlicisn, Throupheut our

istare, sur seonbs fave bnovs oo Sl ao suprene In o gfvine divaction to thelr

far Jasus' sallz, net to olich
estv than vou have steps,

an the vordl of the tord has
rela- ava has been, and ia vat
iatton. Tor voa can updsratand
Slen hanaty and conce?ti ~, how,
Lrouet about Ffeam otarnlity
the indezeritable Yathor

L4

Thmpafors lat nod tho oninion and flattorv of tha
taarned La thz foundation upen which vou build vour
fnith; but lat t“e unécceivinﬁ, 2lain vord of God and
T by 2 a sure feunlation

;.:.
)
.:."
-

reon Eo lJlllJt. f.?O f fa

Manno also wretaz, [Truz crriscians] suit thenszlvaes in thair wreaknass, to

111 corls, covmendmants, ordinancesd, Spiris, ruls, ocxarele and measure of Christ,

7 . |“ -
.5 = Sovinters taschag. ... oand, '"Daormarae of all innovatlons and stranze

"satrinas not econtained in tho vord ef Christ and his apostlas, nor conformable

. . ) . . 8 .
theraunta.  Show foresn, ar all eisss, Chrizt ant his wvord.'” Clearly there'is

e mbe-tlavive i oqarenaeh, ol oa daFiatre connoeting Wistnricalls,
sl b T wen Dy booe dnfltznesd by Yundnnintalists and Uvanncalleal Consorvarives,
Caponhis vraeatinl forge ac? LaTTuiage 1 oeur vise ol thae ecriokuras g hoam
Q. el anm S Lorinacs
TRPY 0 T aaTime ot ey Fupdasentalist an ! Tvanalien] Jonservarive Influaneas




T emould lile to mention ona aspact of belisf which is vary clearly non-Amahantist

Iooncdedn gt indan

conrg Airvactly fran thssa congaervativa protostant vismpings,
Saweral nf our conrrazational leaders hoeld very stronsly to a milleaialisr
urntrrstaniia~ of the end times. lhereas soms elonents of ear ¥ Anabaptisn

1ell thls wier, lenno unaquivezally did not hold such a view,

Tma novalty of this position can ba ascertaiped by corsiderinn the A{ffarencesd
noare In the advocatas of the tio positions. ‘fhe vounmtr {with a fou excentions)

ara nillanizlists and the oldar menbers {alse with feuw sxcantions) are

na ternat wiich was nentionoed bv all rasnondents either vary suplicitky or
i-alicitiy In touchins on anochar subjact was the nacessibty of faith, repentance,
conversion, obadiencsd and hantisn for charch: marhars-iv, Tlost davalope! on tha

tory of 7

PP}

fan's Fall {acceorad 2s literally havine hapnanad), fodla reachlne Jdowm

T

o 1i€t 20l ~uide lan, and Jesus' substitutionary dearh and lifaweivine Regurraction.
e and ovar artin the nezl for a comverainn—— i los g changa’in faith an?

-

rensararor--wvay apphrslnod. Claarly So7's ulam af v toapdon Y8 viswad as contral,

Rt o

13
13

clrry wrotae;

I baliave...

That God placed “fan on Tarth where ¥z ninht test and
levelon Man's moral mators,.,

That ‘ian chosa to disohzy God...

That, whan ‘fan chosz to rejact God, T2 szt in netiorn a plan
to radsen Tan. ?

TParant hreansa of the union of the clumre™ and state vhleh tlan amigted and
~mirne ot tds, the Analrmtist amahasis on couversies Fornt pynrension din their
il o T aldovar's Lantian,  tvan ge, with tha aituntion altared, thars 4o

AL o srroue ponetine upone us eoncaraine haliavar's bantisn.

B otha Lerinniny €01 eassal vas ko Ya nranghad, aa




fnllovad Sianvins, and antiss follorsd Faiph...

rf’l] e fiear oand Colinws £ho pord of o, shall
o tamvine T o ot mzags !y, ot m e o owrelaga
stheir faith, awnd dacliare that thay will henczfarth
ant livys snenriing wo toir Qﬂ? wvill, but
- :

agcorline to the il of Zad.

«o.baneisn is 2 simn of otadisar=, conmanded of

C&:;st Ly wrhidel wa tastify, vhen v2 recsive it

that wa believs thz vord of tha Leori, chat va ara
;» ant oronent of pur forvar life an?

Catt uont kit vwa dan ¢ rigs vdieh Chrige unto

a a2 1ifa; and that 2 balieve in the foroivaness

of =z=in throu~h Jasus tot, oy bﬂTovo

l‘n.

i

wa helisvae in the

nonpd e oty

bl
rec2ivad pardon and vaith in
Christ. a2z baforo snid,l

ay tanching corresponds to Ymano's.  Ie hot> situations

Torre I g nwad for o clear turnin: point in one's 1ifa and then a declaration

_\
h
ot
"
re
b=
{h

sm) or confzssion of that chancea. Interastinsly, ous of ths ministers

ilanuificd tha naad of cross-Tenring 4n tha ehristian's 1fp, ¥ dldn't sale
¥y racoanized thar it is part of
s 1lFasryla, Caose who Tollow  Jesas and lis wav of the crosg
Aara assurad starnal bliss and jov with iHm, {2

A viler concerning tha separation of church and state uas also exprassed,

Obediznce belonzs to the sovarmment, but the christian must avéeld hacomineg

-

£. The ton2 seamad to b2 sab by a desiras not to ba tempted to

cimm b -
*ntanglad in

[

nttarat to solve problams throush tha wovarnrmant, Onz stated tersely,that one

vl oof the chure™ s to "=at out of politics and ninister to the snirirual
3373 af man, " Biae e corralatas with "anno's teachin 1s difficull to sav
oo Teray an D T Seahanoicia, wrats saeh on thes sut-ject ol the nasintre
ProbonTodaoeacr cenitier an omranetly D She sarlv fnsbantists e lls? s aroa.
wrw, It o oatear sban g genes tdos T osminem elure' ag! sinta ree cenaatlnra)
N L Rl At AT AN SERTE A

. . W, o ws . LA - e - - E - v L. - J H -
TrovoTesans voews glyon ot mesanien ] Uar srphtees At phial)apeoas
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ITroz tha churall tolav?” Taay raenanizal tha Jastructive effecta materialiss
“rioan the oluren roday, PravieusI rra vnps dante acears to fpll narticination
ie soclaty (except in tha cases of the ‘uteh “lannonites) or withdrew ourselvas
ow, rralually, thars cnarcres a naw degira to extand Yavond the
“ounls of tho traditional community, Uit fullar narticisation comas rreator
frosterity aal des atrealant daneprs of spirvitusl lavity apt eoldnoss.  Tven
thioumh danears prasant thams2lvis, ve continue to strive to ha in the world,
to tell othors of Christ, ro shara our lives, anl vet not to subnmit to the world's
frlgse enticsran

FEE S
oolceranlin.

P thz nesfzive sidn, ayeh things as continua '’ involvoragy in chureh vork

al lanrain~ “what it seans to ba a hodw, 1.n,, [te]l misister to the naats of
- » a » I - L “*q

i onody throurh confassion, craver, aiortation, follovshin,” wara listed

as chzllaarzs Tacinn us boday,

50, TMrarn are w2 teday? Possibliy 1" too claae to tha situation to commant

-

dzcurataly ant ghizetivaly on this_tapie. I hmow that ny consracation faces
retiene. s day te oy liviag dudividuals UasE tenptations cand 4P feulries
‘arielr sean po have no a3y selutloas. From time te tima the vholé consresation
is confrontad siith maeningly enormous ohstaclas., Yer T feal thera is a soundness
and & flraness in Mr., View that has come dovn to us from the early Anabaptists in
our traditions, Lelisfs and practicss but mora importantly throuth a living Ffalrh
in, and relationship vith, Jasus Christ, the Son of God and Lord of the Univarse,

¥a are not varfect but we ara striving £6r "the mark. I like what one
‘rother wrote. 'The challsaes I lzava fus] ds this:

1 ¥lald complntaly to Ood's clainm. ..,

2 Dhov Tal yaepedlogs of pha tost,

T rocsnt oty avnthoricy aad v, and
s . i

Lota thin dzily,
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