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In the year of 1542 on Julay' 2 the first se‘b‘bgaers arrived in

[y &Y

S‘t.uart.s Drar-t., Vi-rgmﬁ from Horfolk,- Eﬂrglm_a.. Eli M. Yoders with
theirgiam%],y aii‘_ five echildren were the first settlers. ELi is an
ordained ﬁinis'i;en_:sinee 1933, HNext were Noah Yoders, an elderly
couple with ng children,and Peter Kinsingers)also an elderly cowple
withoot ch;i.ldren, both retired farmers; t.hejr moved on small farms.

In Sep‘bémber of the same year Simon D, Schrock wlth his wife
and eight children came. Simon was born in Meyersdale, Pa. in 18090.
When he was five years old his parents moved to Oakland, Maryland
where he lived until he was 2l,, he went to Norfolk, Va. Here he
stayed, and four years later he was married 4o Sadia Yodsr. On May
the 13, 193% he was ordained to the ministry, and exactly a year
later he was ordained bishop.l

These people came from Norfolk largely because of a split in
the Amish church there, when the majority of there members started

a Baachy church because they wanted the cars, and also because of

——

war out posts and ?Jhlatamr actions gedgs going on. 8o two years

A M e n
——— v

after the split all the remainder.Amish moved to Stuwarts Draft, Va.

e ekt o

Here the)r had their worship services in the home of Simon Schrecks
until a year and a hal? later Hh:en their church house was completed.
The Amish church at Norfolk Has a branch from the Somerset, Pa.
Amish church. The nationality of there people is a mixtéar¢of Swiss
and CGermaum. lfost of them live the gimple life of farming; many have

blg dairy farms, while some have ovoultry farmand orchards. The .



Lf e of t.h:la Amish. ehtu'ch and the Beachy
1s #‘%‘m;_they use cabe while &t Stuarts Draft the
gle¥ are used. 'ﬂ;ey hmﬁv’er dn not affiliate with
: %he church in Norfolk but-with the Amish Charch in Somgerset, Pa.

_ S In 4pril 1943 Simon M. Yoder. with his wife and seven children

I . cmhe_a,l and in the dame year many more came from Norfolk and Bellville,

. \ PA. ¥rom then on the congregation grew very rapibly. Families
moved in from Delaware, Kansas, Olg@homa, Pernsylvania and other
places. I 1951 the congregation had approximately Sh families,

The ¢hunch clamﬁd ‘and held its young people which munbered approx-—

imately 60 by this time,

* In May 25, 1947 Simon Yode?)}s ordained minister. The con-

gregation now had two Minist4r and a bisheps In April 28, 1549 y

the conmunity was greatly shocked by the sudden death of Bishop

Simon Schrock, which accured from s hsart attact while getting on
the tus in town. His age was 593 he wiag much thought of by every
For the way he served as Shepherd of the flock.

Tn that f£all of 1949 anether ministér Alvin D, Miller, born

Then they had three ministers. In April 1960 Sinon Yo&er was

‘ordained bishop for the congregation. A
A1l worship services are held in German. Church services are

held avery other Sunday .and Supday school-on:the in<betwsen Sunday.

Ministers a]f[waars have tharge of Sunday school. -The New Testament

i



*ﬁﬁﬁ 01' lessuns, each class have-

the l!éﬁﬁﬂn 'Bhe ytmmg anple siﬁg English and in four parts when-

ever they mae-b ' on Sunda,y aftermoons and other times. Baptiamal

services are held in regy Sundav Morning services for those

who had Joined: the class and received instroction tir the Dordrecht

..confession of faith. Marrlages usually take place on Thursday morn-

izngs in church, whiéh is conducted aame as re * chureh services.
E;oiloiqing the church services dimmer and supper is served in the
home of the bride, where usually from 100 to 200 guests are invited.
| Commanion services are held twice a year and feet washing is

observed as an ordinance. GCounsel meeting is held a week or two
before communion which is also partly as a preparatoery sgrvice.

Customs of plain clothing are strictly observed. A mild form
of shunning is kept with excommnicated persons. After the/‘ge/mons
the"}ﬁ‘jfnisters asks for two or three testimonies to his sermon from
the ministers and clder laymenbers.

In such services as commnion and funeral all women and girls -

are dressed in black. After the boys become married they are ax-

- pected to grow a full beard. Betwsen each counsel meeting and

communion service there 1s a special day set aside to be kept as
prayer and fast day, also Good Fridays and A%énfion Days are al-

ways hept for prayer and fast days. Special church services are



ial church is made for lu.m . ?Eh:qy never Have any services in

, ?ﬁ‘m.ng, other then singmgs on Snnday e‘v'enlngs for the young
;-; s :‘\Fﬁ:’? -

4 twt\éﬂh&s‘&»&ﬁng:.ngq are held i the homes; all songs are
sung in nmson and in Oerman, after the last song a devotional per-
+a conducted by ome of the appéinted leadarss I’hesa leaders
are thipee-middle aged men of whom one is always supposed to be pre-

sapt, This is the wain activity of the young people. Sometimes

fhey l;:ava pldnted relief projects, which gives them more opportunities
for social eveninrés together. Relief work such as aeﬁings is done
among the women, and sometimes among the young peovle, Misgion
activities 2nd intarests are not ‘@}éht or emphasized.

The church house is a plain frame building, it does not fats
the ' road, ‘but ‘stands parall@l-with the poads - It is without base<
ment or electric. The children's Sunday 00l élassas are held in
the wornené clogkrooms, 1j|rhile the rest are in the main part of the
building. The women go in at ons end and the mgn at th= other end
of the bui:lding. For heating they have three stoves, one in the '
nurgery and one in the middie of each side in the auditorum. Coals
have been used For heating but now changed to oil.

In September of 1949 an addition was builded on to the church
house about half as large as the old part. This was scon filled

up too. In 1951 they decided to have their own high achool so

they build another room to th~ side of the chureh house; which is



used for the schosl. On § WL

school room is also used ag :

ft~:?.t"'1",'‘t.he's_r %erae:m’c sgﬁ.ﬁ.in the chiurch and othérs wanted more misson
a::jmrities. %nfor'bunately in December of 1954 a split came into
~the chrch When Minister Alvin D, Miller with almost half of the
méi&ber_s started a new Beachy Amish Church. This was caused for
var::bus reasons. The majority of people went becaues of their

convictions for more evangelistic and misson work, and bedause

. some felt that 4hat Simen Yoder was teaching too strong on shunning.

Perhaps a few went for more Hberfty in material things such as the
use of cars and phones.

411 the ministers are dairy farmers, and recieve no ministerial
support from the chuwrch. The chief .concer?t of their labors is for
the good of the church and to keep it at pe.:-,u:e.,ll

Most farmers have dairies and some have chickens, hay and corn
are the main crops of the field. HMost owe their own farms and are
economicly well off. The commity has high respe¢t for the Amish.
The church has stayed the same as it was from the beginming, and

has now normal growth.
“ TERM BAPER

1Mrs 3imon Schrock
2 B1i M. Yoder
3 Mrs Elmer_ iller

L Eli M. ¥Yodaw
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