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1, Introduetion

The Hission Intsrest Committee (henceforth M,1.C.) is an offieial
aission board of the Beachy Amish Mennonite Chmrch, It serves this
constituency along with Amish Hennonite Aid (A.M.A.) a related board.
The former éervas primarily the vestern states of Oklahoms, Kapsas,
Indians, and Ohie, while the A.M.4., serves primarily the eastern atates,
There is considerable overlapping without conflict, Each have their
own projects, but voth draw from the entire constituency for finaneial
and personal support., As the subject of the M.1.C, is the foous of
thie paper, the A.M.A. will be considered only in & very minor way.

The M.1.C. is an outgrowth of & spiritusl awskening in the 0lg
Order Amish Church (0.0.4.). During the mid and late 19%0's there was
videspread evidence of new spiritusl znd mission interest emong the
Amieh (0.0.A.} Church, Hid-week prayer snd Bible atudy groups sprang
up throughout verious stztes: Jolfson Co., Towa, 19463 Goghen, 19h8;
Partridge, Kaneas, 1949; Holmes Co., Ohie, 1951, Plain City, Ohio, 1951
end one in Pennsylvanias, and one in Ftna Greene, Indisna in 1952, Before
this, there were no organized meetings other than those supervised by
“The Church", These groups were mostly stimulsted by young people, but
about one~half had the support of one or more ministers, It seems that
the forces from without,of C.F,5,, Herald Press periodicals snd contacs
with other churches, and the teachings from within of young ministers who

studied the Bible were strong factors of influence,l

1
Graber, Harvey, ”Sgiritu&l Awekonin 5% the 0ld Order Amich Church*,
A reeearch paper, Bochen College, 1



But as there was no unifying orgenirzation between the groups, each group
had to struggle separately. Some went underground or were extinguished,
"The first man to give anylchﬁrchpgida leadershipbto the miésion
movement wssg, ironically, Russel Haniaié; o Mennonite by faith, and
Catholic by birth, whose atiention wes first drawn to Protestantism by
® nawspapér pieture of some Amish people,®? Converted through the
stimlation of an Amish man, he felt eplritually indebted to the Amigh
people. To strengthen the scattered intersst vhich he found, he arranged
the first Amish Mission Conference, at Kzlona, Towa, in Augast 1950. 4
consecration sermon by J. D, Graber stimulsted a regponse in thirty-two
young psople who were willing to enter some tyve of service., Apparently
due to the newnese of such conferences no orgenization took plsce there,
A second conference was held in Southern Hichigen the following
August., Seven states were represented, Here eight men were elected
"apperently to plen future confercnces snd give some type of organization
to the mission movement,"S An itinerant "Amish Mission Bulletin® kept

the various members informesd ss to the interests an&~§§position of misaions
in the variouve communitiesn,
I1I. The H.I.C. Organized'

"The third conference was helf at Clinton Christian Day Echool near
Goshen on Avwgust 17, 18, 19, 1952, For the first time, a slight amount
of plenning & rrogram was done before the day of the firet session.
Fighty-nine attended from out of state.a By this time, the main points

of oprosition from the 0,0.A. wers threet the movement was headed by

& non-Amishmeni it was held in Fnglish; snd it was too interdenominstional.
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The necessity of formal leadership by their own members was arparend.

"A grouy of seventeen ministers and lzymen were saleeted to nominate

and help vote for a new body of committee members," seeording to the
"Business Section Minutes® of that conference, but it seems now to the
themelected aseiztent chairman that sl ministerg:gigz{invitad and &
few laymen were present. The offices and terms of offices wers partislly

established.  The minutes stzte, "The faunction of the committee shall be

ne & general board." All decimions wers made vith & Yearried motion® or

a majority vote, The committee members were!

Tavid L, Killer, Fartridge, Xansas, Zecretery

(251 He lmath, . ~ Hutehinson, Kanses, Tressure
Andrew A. Miller, Holuesville, Ohioe, Chedrmen -
Baniel Beachy, Hillersburg, Indiana, Ass't Chairmen
David Yoder, Ezlons, Towm, 3rd Hember

The first two offices szbove, were to be held separately and
indefinitely, The lsst three were to shift positions yezrly with

the chairmen's term expiring and & new 3rd committee member slected,

IIT. The H,I.C. &t Work
A. Publicztion.

Since Dacember 195), Russel Moniaei hed been vublishing his
"Amich Mission Endeavor® snd meiling it to all Amish ministers,
Before the ¥.I1.0. was formed, it wes felt by numerous brethern that
he lacked tact, and discretion in hie aprroach to the Amish people
vhich tended to bresk commmnicstion with the Amich rather thsn persusde
them for missions, Accordingly, at the first nesting after the Avngust

organization in December 1952, the issue of publication came un for

Giscussion. The committee agreed that they should publish their own parer.



Harvey Graber, Nappanee, Indiana, then s second yeer student a2t %, M,0, was
elected unanimously to be the editor. The "Witnesaing! was to be & two-four
gage paper, of evengelistie end missions-persusiing content, Chéirman

A. A, Hiller was to be responsible for printing., After these decisions

wers made, R, ﬁﬁnaici was invited to come to the meeting that evening and
hear the decisions, He was tsken by surprise. Although he felt the Amich
chould assume responsibility for the movement, he also believed that the
leadership wes not yet prepared. But the decision was made,'and not without
& great dezl of reluotance he agreed to turn over hie accunuls ted meiling
‘addresses of Amish ministers and interested peorle.

In April 1953, the first fssue came out with a meiling 1ist of 210
addreseas, By Jenuary 1955 it was almost 700. In January 1956, the M,I,C.
sgreed that editor Greber should begin publishing serislly, an "apologetict
of the missior cause and salvation, which he had written some months
previously. It extended for five ismues, “Witnesaihg”was mailed, beginning
with that iseue, to all Amish sddresses. The 1ist included sboust 6300
addresses which had been gsthered by interested persons in the varioue
communities, |

Because of Hurvey Graﬁer's responsibilities at Red lake, Ontario, he
resigned in 1958, Yost Eiller stepgaﬁ up from sesociste editor to editor,
Pue to decreasing interest shown by the diffieulty of colleéting materizl

for publication, a merge, st the change of editorship was nroposed to

"Herald der Warheit", Kalona, lows. When $his failed, the last issue was

published in 1961. As the prime vitnessing sagent of the mission movement

to the Amich people. This periodical had served its purpose well., Hovever,

it seems that the church divielon of the nid-fifties which brought the missien

wovement almost entirely within the Beschy Amish cirele, decrsased the effecte



ivenesy of the paper, Bui if the vaper ceuld have continued within the
new group, it would probably have served a good purpese,
B, Colonization, Gulfport, and Hillerest,

_Ag a result of interest shown in various communities fto resettle snd
colonize, the Amish Mennonite Colonization Committee was found in 19§§ ap
a subsidiary of the M,I.C, The metivations were primarily soconomic zand
evangalistic, Thia'committee, to which the M.1,C. servas as an 2dvisory
board has done notable work in_locatiﬁg new conmittees and_opef&ting B
revoiving fund for financing farms, Beverazl projects include the Orangs,
Virgznia-gmrch &bmmity, and the group at Grove City, i&izmesota.5
| Apparently the first direet mission work of thexM.I.G. vas the partial
support of John Benders at Gulfport, Hississippi, They assieted T4 Miller

whoe wae serving there under the South Central Mennonite Cenference, The

Amish Church in Kansgs and-ths M.1.C. built s house for them in 1952, end
then gave them some support until they moved away in 1957,

~ The Hillcrest Home for the Xged was opened August 2, 1953 by the
M.I.C. It is owned by the county, self-supporting and operated and
staffed by the M.I.0. It opened with s seventeen bed capaeity and a
staff of a married couple as sdministrators, two I-W's and five single
. &irls, Kr. end Hrs. Eli Helmuth have served ss sdministrators since its
opening, They ére responsible to the M,I.C, for home management, which
séfves clesely as an advisory board.

The home was enlarged in 1957, to a forty-aightlbed capacity and

ar inersase of personnel to six I-¥W's ang eight girls., That year Helmuth
Hall was alss built for staff guarters. Two new cottages for sdministra-
tionel steff are presently being built, Present plans include expansion

5 This information is from the ¥,1.C. secretary by correspondencs.
6 This is from the "Amish Missione Bulletin® 1951-52, and M,I.C. minutes, 1957,



‘and renovation of the main building, coming to the cost of £330,000,
Two thirds of this sxpense is met by the Hill Burton fund end oné-third
by the county, The M.I.C. pays rent to the count& on a gueat per month
basia.? _

~ The goals of the project, secording to the missions seeretary reenm
to be! rendering Christisn service, social and spiritusl develepment of
individuals through unit life; and witnessing, The staffle rélatioQSQO
the community are excellent, There is some visitation vork and traet dige
tribution at present,
C. Missions in Canada.

By 1995, there was coﬁsiderable interest in several compunities to
opes mission work in a resl sense, At the Amigh Qhristian Pellowship
meeting held in August 1955, near Goshen, Indiana, §§¥3§§Ycr&bsr vho
had worked smong the missions in Minnesota under the Northern Light
Gospel mission made a proposel: The director of the above work, Irvin
Shantz has invited us to build a missien Indisn school at Ked lLake,
Ontario, 285 miles from the Minnesotascanadian border; sre we interested?
The ¥.I.C. sppointed Eishoplﬂiam Hochetetler to lead diseussion with
the entire group. The najority favored by vote to oren & new non-leeal
typre of mission, ‘The H,I.0. met with the ninisters present and after
discussion elected a study committes.. Bishop Hochstetler, ministers
W, W. vWggler, Kansas, and Daniel &, Bontrager, Goshen, went to Cansda,

A Red Leke Indian School seemed fessible, On Pebrusry 15, 1956 an
M.1.C, meeting held at the Hochstetler homs, which was sttended by many
local people, accepted the project by a twe-thirds vote, A Duilding

7. This section is mostly from ¥.I1,0. minutes, ang correspondence with
the mission™s secretary.



comnittee was elected at a special committee meeting on Febroary 27, 19%6.
Thet summer, Lloyd Gingerich, Plain City, Ohio opened the first Sunday
Sichool there among the Indisn children, Services were held in the open=
air until the busement of the two-room school house was Fittad for war%hip
later that summer,

The school opened in the fall of 1956, with sn enrollment of sbout
10 children, Harvay Greber served as the first principal and tausht olong
with Lloyd Gingericgg Other rrincipls since have been Hoses Beachy and
Ezfa Peachy, Amﬁ'Byier gnd Susie Bornﬁragér have also taught there, Four
&sung men have served their I-W, V.5 there: Hoses Hast, Okklehome, Mehlon

' Misly, Kansas, Andrew Miller, Naryland, and this writer, Desides tha school

setivity, the work there has included Sunday School, Bible School, Church,
youth zctivities smong Indians, eraft clesses, labor provision for indiams,
building houses for Indismns, and considerable vigitation,

The school was closed in 1963 becsuse of local =nd government attitudes,

sccording to the missions secretary. The government pushed for integrated

schovle; the local peorple sagﬁed_pricke& thet & foreign (!} mission board

vas doing vhat was their responsibility; the Roman Catholic snd Anglicén
Churches scemed jJealous of ¥,I.0. succeszzes, The ¥,1,¢, cculd'adjnst quite
6zBily beesuse of the heavy finsncial duties, of the school, knoving that at
other plsces the government was supporting ehurch opsrated schools. The
efficiency of the mission dollar was alse under scrutiﬂgy

Hy, and Mre, Moses Mast oprened a work of visitation, Bible school and
Bundey School in late 1960, at Ignace, a emall mizxed-nationality town 120
niles south-east of Red lake, In later summers Bible schools wers also held

A0 naichboring communities, Paml Miller¥s formerly workers at Red lake serve



(where he s [W‘mc.) cf)
vreaent1y~as:§23iatpa% at s Round Leke schosl, 175 miles north east of

Red Leke, which is on an Indien Reservation. They have some connection

with an Evaogelical Mission there, -

D. Interpretations and predictionsy

The M.1.C. is usuelly quite modest with regard te initiation of projects
end the issusace of exacutive orders, The convietion for new projects usually
sten from interested sources other than t&%_cemmitteet. But vhen such cenvic=
tlons are expressed, ks committee usually lends a listening ear. When probleme
cone up'on the field which affect sentiments of the hodle churches, the ¥.I.C.
remains alodf, An example of this is the need of an ordained minister at the
Red Lake Mission, expressed as early as 1957, It is a question whether the
Beachy Amish Mennonite Church would ordain g%fz;ézﬁmeana other than the lot,

Te this writerls knewledge, this zabove problem is ne neanﬁﬁelved than it was
in 1957,

The merits of the committee as an advisory board are well established,

e
Homes for the sged in Warsaw, Indisna and Orange, Virginia have ben&fited

from their advisé. The relationship of the committee to ths Red Lake miscions

has frequently been that of an advisepy functioen, 'S{éeping those on the field

in contact with sentiments of the home churches, Hore modest is the committeels

attempt to make the home churches awsre of needs on the field, especially

those needs of cultural adjﬁstment.

Vhat can be expected for the M,I.C. in the future? %o this writer,

the questiong is intimately tied to the merger of the mission movement with

the Beachy Amish Mennonite Chureh. Will the vigor of the mevement be lest

as the movement merges with & group less spirituvally dynamif? The new denom—
inrebion does have miseion fmterests but it is more confusged with the transe

rission of their total culture. A seecond factor, as this writer see it,



involves communication betwsen the midstsn program and the supporting
constituency, The twe projects of Arksmsae and Hed Lake have monthly
né'wslatters, but there is no centralized gourecs of information, znd the
¥.1.0. is doing little to pubdlicize the mission PrOgTan,

If the mission interest can remain dense smough in the aiffusion
of the mission movement, resulting from its merge with Beachy Amish

thought snd life, and if the deors of commmnication are ovened a little

AL ekit seems that the future of the H,1.C. should be marked with progressy,



1.

II.

IiI.

Iv,

7.

Appendix

Hission Interects Committes Fersonnsl

Pi'e-ﬁt.c; cenference—plming and contact committee elected st

. Nottaws, Michigan, Anish Mission Conference, 1951,

A. J, Beachy, Kaloma, Towa, Secretary-Treasure
John D, Miller, Hutchinsen, Kansap

B1i Helmuth, Butchinson, Xansas

Daniel Beachy, Millersburg, Indiena

Moges Beachy, Plain City, Ohio

A, A, Miller, Holmeeville, Ohie

Ben %, Treyer, Dover, Delaware

Pirst H.1.C. » %2 general board®
Flected at Goshen, 1952,

David %, Hiller, Butchinson, Kansae, Secrstary

E1li Belwath, Butchinsorn, Kansss, Tressure

A, A, Willer, Holmesville, Ohie, Chairman

Dzniel Beachy, Millershurg, Indiana, Ass't, Cheirmen
David Yoder, EKslone, lowa, 3rd Member

Saeond M, Ioc *
Elected at Kansas, 1953.

~ Daniel Beschy, Millersburg, Indisns, Chairman
E1i Helmuth, Hutchinsen, Kansas, Treasure

 David L, Hiller, Hutchinson, Kansas, Secretary

A, A, Miller, Holmesville, Ohjo, Ase't. Chairman
Yost Miller, Hillersburg, Ohie, 3rd Member

M,1.C, 1954

Harry Weirick, Middlebury, Indiana, Chairman

Mehlon Wagler, Partridge, Kansas, Secretary-Treasurs
Daniel Beachy, Millershurg, Indisna

Yost Miller, Millersturg, Ohis ..

Henry &, Yoder, Oklshoms

M.l I .c L] 1955

‘Daniel Beachy, Millersburg, Indisna, Chairman :
Mahlen Wegler, Partridge, Esnsae, Secretary-Treasure
¥, H, Millerh ‘

H, D, Yeirick
Eo' J. Yaﬁﬁr
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Vi,

Viii.

X,

X13.

M, 1.0, 19% | YII. H.I.C. 1957

E, d. Yoder, Chairnan D. L, Miller, Chairmsn

K. Vagler, Secretary-Treasure M, ¥sgler, Secretary-Tregsure
Y, E. #iller Alvin Beschy, Plain City, Ohie
B, D, VWeirigk H, D. Weiriek

H, d, Yoder : H. J. Yoder
M.l. 0. 1958 . o ) Ix. H. I. c. 1959

- . D, L. Miller, Chairman

Pavid L, Hiller, Chairman- ' 4, Vaglsr, Secretary-Treasure
H. VWagler, Seeretary-Tressure D, S, Bontrager

Daniel 8. Bontrager, Goshen, Indiana Alvin Beachy

Alvin Beachy H, D, Weirick
M, 1, C, 1960 Xt, M. I, €. 1961

Alvin Beachy, Cheirman U, 8, Bontrager, Chairman

H, Vagler, Secretary-Treasure M, Wagler, Secretary-Treasure
3, 8, Zontrager : R, Kullet

Y. H, ¥iller  Harvey Hochetetler, ¥appanee, Indiana
Remsn Mullet, Sugererssk, Ohio
M,Q 1- c. 1962 xIIIO zﬁt x. c. 1963

Y. H. Miller, Chairmsn Roman Mullet, Chairman

M. Vagler, Secretary-Tressure . M, ¥agler, Secretary~Tressure
E, Eochstetler . Yoder

Senford Yoder, Mission Home, ' H, Hechstetler

R mullet 7 7 Virginia Ervin Hershberger
H,1.0, 1964

E, Hochstetler, Chairman

M. ¥agler, SesretaryTreasure
B8, Yoder

E, Hershberger

David L, Hiller
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